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PREFACE. 



Ik presenting the History of a single, soEtary 
Toim in the empire^ although the Author 
stands not in such an isolated position as that 
h.n», be oha-^Uewia. singularity, or i.- 
novation, yet the very title of this work most 
naturally suggests the reasonable question. 
What interest can the history of an ol)Scure 
bui^h of barony excite in the mind of ai. 
intelligent reader remotely situated, who 
perhaps never entertained a single idea that 
such a locality existed ? But, in solving this 
query, it may be justly premised that the 
epithet obscure belongs not to St Monance 
at the present day, as it occupies no incon- 
siderable place in the extensive fisheries of 
Scotland. The entire energies of its in- 
habitants are exclusively devoted to the 
laborious enterprise of fishing, thereby con- 
tributing largely to the regular supply of the 
principal fish-markets in the kingdom, and 
constituting an important Hrik in the great 
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chain of national commearce ; and, by draw- 
ing from inexhaustible sources treasures 
which might otherwise slumber in the depth 
of the mighty waters, adds, an essential in- 
gredient to the quantum of human comfort, 
so indispensably necessary for promoting 
human happiness. Hence it evidently ap- 
pears that, though St Monance cannot boast 
of its high literary attainments, or the proud 
eminence which it occupies in the scientific 
world; yet it stands not a blank in creation^ 
or a cypher on the scale of existence, but 
perfo^ 4e part aligned it ia .he com- 
mercial world in a manner highly creditable 
to itself; and beneficial to mankind both at 
home and abroad. Its provincial peculiari- 
ties, its natural curiosities, and its architec- 
tural antiquities have, in all ages, proved an 
irresistible attraction to the curious inquiring 
mind ; and many of the most brilliant stars 
that ever illumed the Uterary horizon of 
Scotland have been induced to visit the 
ancient baronial burgh on account of its 
peculiar fame, and, like the Queen of the 
South respecting the glory of the sapient 
Eastern Monarch, have frequently declared 
that, previous to their visit, the half was not 



PREFACB. lU 

told theiu« Therefore^ the Author of the 
following sketch purposes to supply the de- 
ficiency by telling the whole. 

There are several short sketches of the 
ancient history of St Monance ahready ex- 
tant ; but as the historiims appear to differ 
widely from each other in some particulars, 
the Author has closely adhered to the tra- . 
dition most prevaLont, and most currently 
received : such details being of no greater 
consequence than merely to exhibit the rude 
and barbarous condition of society during 
the benighted ages of absolute feudalism, 
that the line of comparison may be traced 
with the better effect up to the present pe- 
riod of enlightened civilization. 

The minute description of characters and 
enumeration of circumstances in this history 
are indispensably necessary, in order to re- 
present the causes of prosperity and adver- 
sity to the town, and the extent of uHsery 
frequently resulting to whole communities 
from instruments apparently insignificant in 
themselves ; and to guard the unsuspecting 
against the subtle craft, the ingenious wiles, 
and flattering insinuations of designing men, 
who, under a specious pretext of benefiting 



it rstffkCEs 

ibibit <McNir^^dtttuv6B> eoneeal their selfish 
idii6tn^d>^dau»^ Sftdpturposes^ whose Bole ten- 
dency bears upcm ^&at own promotion and 
%^-lsiggi?^disMie^ $ for all uges have pro- 
"^hs(cel%ti^ ehittMteFs. and they we found 

•^S^f^m^t^ (fibres though the vital springs of 
^ bistitMions^ contaminating their purest 
laihoiples, cashing the growth of theb pro- 
"laperfty, aiid^ubverting their best interests ; 
^a^ isuch are^iil extensirely disseminated^ 
iiotwithstanding all the reason and refine- 
ment^ sense a:nd science^ light and literatin*e; 
which chaiiucterize the nineteenth century. 
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HISTORY OF ST MONANCE. 



CHAPTER I. 



B£Hoij> man exalted on the isolated pinnacle o( pre- 
sent existence I He looks forward, but a dark im- 
penetrable veil obstructs his vision, throws back the 
feeble rays of his visual organs, and effectually pre- 
cludes the slightest glimpse into the regions of 
futurity. He changes his position, and looks back- 
ward, but all is lost in the regions of chaos, and no- 
thing appears but a naked void — a silent blank — a 
deep interminable waste ! What may be, is based on 
the winds of visionary conjecture — ^what is, alone is 
real — ^what was, is lost for ever, or may only be traced 
in the partial page of history, or in the still more 
partial, ever- varying volume of tradition. 

When we survey the time-worn relics of antiquity, 
whose founders or occupants many centuries ago 
have vanished from the stage of earthly existence, the 
whole soul becomes absorbed in contemplation, whilst 
a feeling not to be described steals over the material 
frame, and insensibly suspends its entire functions, 
till some sudden transition of prospect, obtruding 
itself on the external sense, effects a revolution in the 
intellectual empire, and frees the bodily organs from 
their unconscious thraldom. 



2 HISTORY OF ST MONANCE* 

In introducing the sabject, it may be observed, that 
Saint Monance is a fishing town, lying on the south 
coast of the County of Fife, and situated under the 
brow of a hill, about one mile west of Pittenweem, and 
two miles east of Elie, having no prospect except sea- 
ward. As a community, it appears to have been 
buried in almost total obscurity previous to the middle 
of the fourteenth century. About this period. Saint 
Monan, who was a native of an obscure village on the 
south border of Scotland, and who, being constrained 
to escape for his life in consequence of the feudal jars 
which incessantly embroiled the Scottish border, ren- 
dering it a scene of rapine, blood, and carnage, bade 
adieu for ever to the place of his nativity. In the 
course of his involuntary wanderings, having no fixed 
destination in view, nor human agency to guide him 
in his pilgrimage, he at length, after enduring many 
privations, arrived at this sequestered village, where 
he took up his residence in a cave, under the frown- 
ing brow of a huge precipice, which appeared to have 
been constructed by the hand of Nature for the re- 
ception of the homeless stranger. 

Previous to this period the town, as well as the 
contiguous lands or tenantry, was called ^'Inverie,'' 
but subsequently received the name of the Saint, being 
designated << St Monan,'' afterwards corrupted into 
" St Monance." The town was then divided into 
two distinct sections — the one situated on the high 
ground, betwixt the braehead and the court-road, was 
called the Upper or Overtown ; the other, situated at 
the foot or bottom of the hill or brae, close to the 
margin of the Forth, was called the Nethertown ; con- 
sequently, the inhabitants were divided into two dis- 
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tinct classes, differing materially from each other in 
their manners, customs, and calling. The occupation 
of the inhabitants of the Uppertown may be consider- 
ed entirely rural, being in the occupancy of small por- 
tions of land, and trafficking in meal, milk, butter, &c., 
and carting materials for all purposes required by their 
neighbours. There was also a windmill contiguous 
to the town, to which all the tenantry on the lordship 
were bound thirl, and if any were found to have vio- 
lated the terms of this engagement, by carrying grist 
to any other mill, they forfeited the tack or tenure by 
which they held their land, and subjected themselves 
to the furious and ruthless indignation of their feudal 
lord. 

The inhabitants of the Nethertown were exclusively 
devoted to the fishing avocation, displaying much as- 
siduity and perseverance in that perilous enterprise. 
Their haven, 6r harbour, was entirely formed by 
nature, being a deep space between two long ledges 
of rocks, much higher than they presently appear; 
and, during severe storms, they had no alternative by 
which to secure their boats, or creers, but by drawing 
them fast upon the beach at the time of high water ; 
and it was not till the middle of the fifteenth century 
that any artificial bulwark, competent to afford pro- 
tection from the raging element, was erected. 

Onf taking a survey of the town at the present day, 
one is naturally led to the conclusion that the people 
of former generations must tave acted very injudici- 
ously in building their houses so near the sea. This 
conclusion, however natural, is very unjust ; for, when 
the houses were first erected, there was a considerable 
extent of greensward between the buildings and the 
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sea, over which the restless element never presumed 
to heave its swelling billows, and on which the inhabi- 
tants usually spread their fishing nets, but, having no 
protecting bulwarks, it was consequently invaded by 
the resistless powers of Neptune; and, after being 
gradually seized on, it has long since become part of 
his extreme domains. 

Both sections of the town were equally destitute of 
the means of education ; and ignorance, with its con- 
sequent accompaniment — superstition, held despotic 
sway over the bodies and souls of the otherwise daunt- 
less and enterprising inhabitants. Ghosts, witches, 
warlocks, fairies, elves, with all the other imaginary 
beings that fancy could possibly call forth from the 
regions of fiction, continued to haunt and torture their 
minds with the most appalling terror, when the sun 
had ceased to illume the heavens. But even that 
luminary, blazing with meridian splendbur, was incom- 
petent to free them from the dread oppressive bondage. 
They were men of strong, robust, muscular bodies, with 
visage bordering on savage fierceness, and rough sten- 
torian voice, which had been acquired from the habit 
of conversing with each other at considerable distance. 
So extraordinary were their vocal powers that, with 
comparative ease, they held mutual converse over an 
intervening space of four or five furlongs, particularly 
when the elements were placid and serene. Their 
style of language was rather peculiar, being accom- 
panied with a singular tone, which is still, in a small 
degree, exemplified by their real lineal descendants. 
They held little or no intercourse with any of the 
neighbouring towns, till, after the lapse of several 
centuries, they were, by their baronial charters, referred 
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to the customs of the Eastern Burghs for direction in 
certain cases, which gradually brought them into closer 
communication with their fellow men. There was 
always one amongst themselves on whom they looked 
with superstitious veneration, and by whose opinions 
their movements were generally regulated. How he 
acquired this pre-eminence — whether by greater surc- 
oess in his calling, or by an ingenious tact and fluency 
in his descriptions of the powers and motions of the 
infernals, their imaginary foes — ^is not fully ascertained, 
though the latter opinion is more generally received. 
The inhabitants of the Nethertown entertained a most 
deadly hatred towards swine, as ominous of evil, inso- 
much that not one was kept amongst them ; and, if 
their eyes haplessly lighted upon one in any other 
quarter, they abandoned their mission and fled from 
it as they would from a lion, and their occupation was 
suspended till the ebbing and flowing of the tide had 
eflectually removed the spell. These same devils wen: 
kept, however, in the Uppertown, frequently afibrd- 
ing much annoyance to their neighbours below, on 
account of their casual intrusions, and producing much 
damage by suspension of labour. At last, becoming 
quite exasperated, the decision of their oracle was, to 
go in a body and destroy not the animals (for they 
dared not hurt them), but all who bred and fostered 
such demons, looking on them, too, with a jealous eye, 
on account of their traffic Armed with boat hooks, 
they ascended the hill in formidable procession, and 
dreadful had been the consequence had they not been 
discovered. But the Uppertown, profiting by pre- 
vious remonstrance, immediately set loose their swine, 

a2 
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whose grunt and squeak chilled the most heroic blood 
of the enemy, who, on beholding them, turned and 
fled down the hill with tenfold speed, more exasper- 
ated than ever, secreting themselves till the flux and 
reflux of the tide had undone the enchantment. But 
this hostile state of matters could not long exist 
— ^incendiarism was threatened, and life and pro- 
perty were in constant jeopardy. The lord of the 
manor was applied to by the inhabitants of the. Upper- 
town, who endeavoured to remonstrate with his vas- 
sals in the Nethertown on the impropriety of their 
conduct, by showing that the evil complained of was 
altogether imaginary ; but their experience of the 
baleful influence of the long-nosed fraternity was too 
great to admit of any conviction to the contrary. 
Through their power they had suflered much in the 
success of their calling, besides making hairbreadth 
escapes from the dangers of the sea,- and of late a 
whole boat's crew perished in consequence of having 
looked on one of the ominous brutes. Remonstrance 
was wholly vain, so the feudal baron had no alterna- 
tive lefl but to put forth his absolute edict decreeing 
the total extermination of the swine ; and, according 
to the most authentic tradition, not an animal of the 
kind existed in the whole territories of St Monance 
for nearly a century ; and, even at the present day, 
though they are fed and eaten, they are extremely 
averse to looking on them or speaking of them by 
that name; but, when necessitated to mention the 
animal, it is called " the beast, or " the brute," and, 
in case the real name of the animal should accidentally 
be mentioned, the spell is undone by a less tedious 
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process^— the exclamation of ^< cauld iron"* by the per* J 

son affected being perfectly sufficient to counteract ^ 

the evil influence. So much for the advancement of 
science in this quarter. 



CHAPTER II. 

In the upper section of the town, in the immediate 
vicinity of the windmill, stood the residence of John 
Robson, the miller. In the constitution of his ma- 
terial existence dame Nature appeared to have been 
extremely liberal, as the might and magnitude of his 
corporeal frame bore ample testimony. His erect, 
imposing attitude, brawny limbs, broad shoulders, and 
potent arms, rendered him a match for the peerless 
Wallace, his glorious countryman, had the martial 
genius inspired him with a similar degree of heroic 
prowess, dauntless intrepidity, and man-destroying 
erudition. On the contrary, his open Caledonian 
countenance, bestudded with a brace of laughing, 
peace-speaking eyes, at once discovered the good- 
natured man of unsophisticated benevolence. Albeit, 
he was a man of extensive legendary lore, being per- 
fectly conversant with all the external symptoms 
which indicated the possession of familiar spirits by 
any of his neighbours, and the best method of dealing 
with them in order to avert their malign influence. 
Whenever he perceived their brows mantled with 

* Cauld iron, touched or expressed, is understood to be 
the first antidote against enchantment. 
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ffowning wrinkles of apparent discontent, he had a 
peealiar knack of laughing them into good humour, 
granting at the same time any trifling favour requested 
by them, entertaining a perfect conviction that it was 
through the medium of their good wishes that his 
cows, pigs, and poultry, continued to prosper and 
produce abundantly. 

At the period to which this story refers, John had 
been about forty years lessee of the windmill ; conse- 
quently, few men possessed more experimental know- 
ledge of the vicissitudes of fortune, the success of his 
speculation being vested in fluctuations of the atmos- 
phere. On the loftiest pinnacle of the mill tower he 
ifrequently rendered himself conspicuous, where, by a 
sort of rotatory motion, his olfactory organ, peering 
from under the brim of a broad, dusty bonnet, was 
directed towards all the points of the compass, whilst 
he studiously scanned the motion of the floating clouds, 
by which he could, with astronomical exactness, pre- 
dict every change of the wind and the very quarter 
from whence he should enjoy its influence. John was 
esteemed the oracle of the Uppertown, being, in every 
respect, a couthie carle in the fullest latitude of the 
phrase, and weel i* the warld. He disclaimed all con- 
nexion with that class of spurious philanthropists who 
have existed in all ages, and are still to be found con- 
gregated in secret recesses of the universe, busily em- 
ployed in arranging and settling the aflairs of their 
neighbours, and totally neglecting their own. His 
maxim was, 

" Aye let yeV neebotir*s grist alane 
Till ye ha e siftit weel ye*r ain." 

John's wife, in consequence of the eminent station 
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she previously held amongst the menials in the 
castle of Newark) had contracted a peculiar species of 
fictitious dignity, by which she had learned to esti- 
mate men as one would value cinnamon trees, namely, 
by the quality of the bark ; and, on this account, it 
was not every laborious wight, wrapt in hodden grey, 
that she considered a match for her only daughter 
Jenny, who was reckoned nae sma* drink. Jenny, 
however, was in no way infected with her mother^s 
stringent disposition, but was a perfect representation 
of her father — a frank, good-natured, cheerful picture 
of native simplicity. No artificial restraints disguised 
and tortured that graceful symmetry which the hand 
of nature had skilfully imparted — ^no colouring tint 
of the artist withered that comely aspect which glowed 
with the bloom of health — no guileful glance bewryed 
those sprightly eyes which beamed benevolenoe — a 
winning smile played modestly on the bland features 
of her visage, indenting a smirky dimple in the full, 
blooming cheeks, tinged with the rose dye and skirted 
with locks of the raven hue. In a word, Jenny was 
a complete Scots beauty of the sixteenth century, and 
the bosom of many a plodding hind, wounded by her 
irresistible charms, became a scene of conflict betwixt 
hope and despair, while the love-bound captives wasted 
the toilsome hours in pleasing, teazing reflection, re- 
tired with a sigh, and resumed their labours sleepless. 

*' Now my soul 's in Capid's fetters, 
O how keen the piercing glance! 
Silent must I drink love's bitters 
Mingled by the wiles of chance." 

Time, ever pregnant, ever fertile in her develop- 
ment of events^ seasons, and circumstances, which 
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slumber within the dark postern of futurity, had given 
birth to the long midsummer day, which was then 
celebrated by the hinds of Scotland with mirth, fun, 
and frolic. The spring of the morning unfolding the 
beauties of nature, exhibited all the placid serenity of 
an Italian sky ; the soul-bewildering regions of in- 
finitude circumscribing the finite vision of mortals in 
a void, unchequered concave of ethereal blue. The 
orient sun, arrayed in gorgeous splendour and efful- 
gent glory, diffused his life-inspiring influence, resus- 
citating a world of suspended being, or smiling into 
vital animation a mysterious infinity of new-created 
existence. The restless waters of the ocean, hushed 
into stilly silence beneath the soft embrace of the 
whispering zephyrs, and controlled by the periodical 
impulse produced by the combined attraction of the 
two sovereign luminaries which hold alternate sway 
in the realms of ether, had far beyond their usual 
limits receded from the shore, exposing to public gaze 
the wondrous secrets of the deep. The extensive 
tangly forests of seaweed rooted in the bed of the ocean, 
abandoned by their fostering element, displayed their 
pendant leaves of crimson in sparkling radiance, re- 
sponding to the splendours of the sun. 

On this distinguished day of general suspension from 
rural labour, the miller's daughter, in company with a 
female companion, invited by such auspicious pro- 
spects, presumed on a partial invasion of the terri- 
tories of Neptune in quest of shellfish. Haviug se- 
lected different ledges of rocks for their adventure, 
and Jenny, quite in a funny frolicsome mood, being 
determined to outstrip her companion in the success 
of her marine excursion, evinced more intrepidity, 
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extending her pursuit beyond the bounds of safety, to 
a large rugged rock barely accessible in low water ; 
and there, amongst the craggy cli£Ps and shelvy pro- 
jections, overhung with tapestries of luxuriant sea- 
weed, she continued to persevere, in her eident re- 
search, still humming a mellow Scots air, alike reck- 
less as unconscious of impending danger. In extra- 
ordinary spring-tide seasons, when the waters of the 
ocean are drawn to an unusual distance from the 
shore, it follows, as a natural consequence, that they 
must again advance with proportionate rapidity to 
fulfil their course in the given time. But this philo- 
sophic knowledge was hid from the light-hearted 
damsel by the dense haze in which every department 
of science was then enveloped. As time stole silently 
away unperceived, so advanced the limpid waters with 
deceptive stillness. No elemental violence or impas- 
sioned fury manifesting itself in the rapid succession 
of heaving billows, dashing waves, foaming surge, with 
all their dinsome terror, excited the least degree of 
alarm or perturbation, in her fair bosom, tranquil as 
the peaceful waters that flowed deceitfully around 
her. And it was not till a distant voice from her 
female associate — (" Whar are ye, Jenny ?") — aroused 
her to a proper sense of her perilous situation, that 
the slightest apprehension of danger insi nuated itself 
into her soul. Though the elements above and 
around her retained their original serenity and pel- 
lucid grandeur, hers was a bleak and dreary prospect, 
well calculated to inspire the mind with overwhelm- 
ing dismay. A deepening ocean, glittering in borrow- 
ed azure, encompassed the isolated crag on whose 
summit she was perched. The wild marine thickets, 
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I traosiett exhibits not her ruddy countenance on the pebbled 

)f heafeo, beach — the rapid sinking eminence is no longer 

pthst m enlivened with her song and adorned with her beauty 

athamles —evanished like a vision ; or if she at all exists, 'tis 

Tceptibij only as a companion to the frisking fishes that sport 

rhikt \k in the latent recesses of the deep. 

fi versify How mysterious and inscrutable is that wisdom by 

r in tltt ' which the whole intricate machinery of providence 

on this and the mystic chain of human events are governed, 

I dread connected, and regulated I At this crisis, a boat from 

i\ and the fishing-ground had reached the confines of the 

\, irith harbour, to the crew of which the perilous situation 

raters. and the fatal slip of Jenny (well known to all) were 

as the ; conspicuously apparent. The skipper was related to 

, and' the sexton by the ties of close consanguinity, and 

icd a ' possessed of a soul more callous, if possible. Being 

%t \o' immured in a rayless dungeon of invulnerable igno- 

^yety ranee and gross sensuality, superstition, prejudice, and 

Q and I selfishness constituted the mainspring and moving 

\ss of principle of all his affections. His mind, like a desert 

' for- cursed of heaven, was barren of every good feeling. 

''ioQS that exalts humanity — not an oasis of benevolent ver- 

TOW dure relieved the rough sterility of his frigid soul i- 

tide« and he could behoM with more indifference and less 

ate ? ' emotion a human being perishing in the water than 

1 by I he could view a bannock-fluke escape from his tram* 

But, i mels when on the verges of a capture. 

vzn \ Some people in all conditions contract a habit of 

iU ; thinking audibly — a peculiarity highly fertile of inex- 

•oiB • plicable perplexity to its subjects, respecting the 

bai ■ manner in which their bosom secrets obtain publicity 

led i without any conscious communication. On this prin- 

;iie ciple, the inexplicable treachery so frequently com- 

B 



,1 

.••1 



iJ 



14 HISTORY OF ST MONANCE. 

plained of may be> in some measure, accounted for. 
The practice, though inconvenient in the main, is 
sometimes eminently beneficial to their neighbours, 
as in the present instance. The cool, calculating 
fiend of a skipper, while he glanced on the drowning 
woman, guided the boat's course in the opposite direc- 
tion. Thus flowed his busy thought — " I wat fu' 
weel, by the cut o' her jib, that's ane o'the deil'show- 
towdies frae the Overtown. Let her gang till 'im, 
an' a' her kin ane gait, for we hae dreed meikle skaith 
frae their lang, grunkled, ill-faur'd vratches. As our 
Tam may get her, * it's an ill win* that blaws naebody 
guid ;' an' * it's nae a' tint a frien' gits.' " During these 
fulminations of fiendish complacency, Geordie Binning, 
one of the crew — who, for several months, had secretly 
pined and smarted under the festering wounds in- 
flicted by Jenny's twa bewitchin' een — became quite 
frantic. Every dormant passion of his generous soul 
was roused- into vehement energy— love's smothered 
flame blazed in his bosom wil^ unextinguishable ardour 
— his eyes alternately beamed with benevolence and 
flashed with indignation ; — but not daring to hazard 
a remonstrance, he threw a scowl of horror on the 
callous wretch who governed the vessel, resigned the 
oar which he wielded, and the next moment found him 
prostrate on the surface of the water, stemming the tide 
with the power and velocity of a porpoise ; nor slackened 
an energy till he caught the drowning damsel in her 
final struggles, and placed her in safety on the slanting 
beach ; and, as he held the half-conscioos beauty in 
his arms, occasionally wringing her dripping locks, 
and stroking her pallid cheek with his rough, toil-worn 
hand, the tears of love and sympathy gushed from his 
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glistening eyes, while his lips gave vent to the inno- 
cent simplicity of his glowing soul — " Poor droukit 
lintie, dinna dee, an' I'll take ye hame." 

In the midst of this parley, loomed on Geordie's 
humid vision a sturdy human figure, vested in miller's 
livery, and making rapid advances towards the scene 
of affliction. He appeared under the potent impulse 
of desperate frenzy — cutting a Scots ell at every 
stride ; and none could possibly decide whether his 
arms or legs would succeed in the contest. It was 
the identical John Robson, wrought into violent ex- 
citement by the running and screaming of Jenny's 
apparently bereaved female associate. This was ex- 
tremely fortunate ; for, by his assistance, Jenny was 
conveyed to the residence of Geordie's widowed mo- 
ther ; where, meeting with kind and judicious treat- 
ment, she speedily recovered her wonted bloom and 
vivacity of spirit. The old man seemed utterly trans- 
ported beyond himself, and never was paternal fond- 
ness more brilliantly exemplified by every endearing 
manifestation ; and, as for Geordie, never did the 
bosom of man thrill with such consummate delight. 
Exalted to the very summit of self-satisfaction, he 
beheld, in the smiling countenance of Jenny, the 
perfect accomplishment of his benevolent purpose ; 
and, as the object of his adventure was the rescue of 
a being in whom his whole soul was enveloped, the 
blissful ecstacy which pervaded every avenue of his 
heart has, by none of his fellows, ever been experienced 
in the groves of Elysium. Jenny, though naturally 
ppssessed of a frank, volatile spirit, enjoyed a keenly 
sensitive mind, highly susceptible of acute feeling and 
permanent impression, and she could not behold the 
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being who had perilled his own life to efTect her deli- 
verance without emotions of profound astonishment, 
exalted admiration, and interminable gratitude ; and 
whether a still more potent feeling, obtained sway in 
her affections, as a consequent issue, will appear in 
the sequel. 

The miller having passed many rich encomiums on 
the gallant nautic for rescuing his daughter from the 
jaws of death, said — '^ Come, lassie, we maun gae 
hame, for I wat yer mither kens naething o' a' this 
hurly-burly. But hooleyl" In conning over his 
memorial record, he perceived that the sow with he^ 
pigs was grunting about in the millyard, (for be it 
recollected that such animals were then obnoxious 
in the eyes of every fisherman), and as the dam- 
sel's deliverer must accompany them to their resi- 
dence, John was too discreet a man to insult a being 
who had rendered him such an important service ; so 
he resumed — " Hooley I Fll gae up mysel, an' whan 
ye hear a toot o' the horn frae the mill-tap, come ye, 
an' bring the callan alang wi' ye." 

But let us see what has become of Geordie's skip- 
per. After mooring his boat, and disposing of the 
fish in the usual manner, appropriating Geordie's 
share to himself, he embraces the earliest opportunity 
of condoling with his brother Tarn,, the grave-digger, 
on the untoward event which affected him materially 
in the way of his profession — *' Gosh, Tam, what sail 
I tell ye? Hasna that gamsterrie hallian, Geordie 
Binning, gart you tine a shot this mornin', by takin' 
the vera bit, as it war, out o* yer mou'. W^el, n^n, 
was na there ane of the deil's gytes frae the Braehead 
drownin' fine be the side o' a skellic; whan Geordie 
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Binning glowred at me like an Brownie, syne jamp 
o'erboardy an' soomed like an puddock, till he gat her 
be the black ill-faur'd head." « I lurd," says Tarn, 
" they had baith gane, Rob." " Sae div I, Tam. But 
it's nae a' tint, for I hae keepit his share o' the fish, an' 
brought ye a wheen o' them. Isna that right, brither 
Tam ? An' mair, Tam ; gif he sud dee for faut or 
lack o' beild, he sail nae mair row an oar or sit a thaft 
wi' me, for I like naebodie that wad do his neebor 
a wrang turn. Isna that right, Tam? But tent. 
D'ye see yon lang string o* bows ; canna ye climp 
quaw-three o' them for me, an' prick the rest o' them, 
for I think they're Geordie's." " Nae fear, Rob — 
come ye back i' the greek o' the g1 oamin'." 

The circumstances here narrated afford an exempli- 
fication of that system of ruthless persecution to which 
the virtuous in all ages have been subjected. Differ- 
ence of opiuion is the grand source of jealousy, and 
the expression thereof is the powerful magnet that 
draws down the vengeance of petty tyrants on the de- 
voted heads of those whom they erroneously consider 
their inferiors ; but, as in the present case, the diabolic 
spirit by which many are influenced frequently re- 
dounds to the subversion of their own interests, and 
their own feet are often entangled in the very snares 
which they ingeniously devise for the ruin of their 
neighbours. The long range of buoys before-men- 
tioned belonged to the identical cold-blooded exist* 
ence who had meditated their destruction ; and how 
mortifying was the discovery that his invidious sug- 
gestion had been effectually executed to the fullest 
extent of his own malignant purpose. 

But to return to John, who is now in the area of 
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the millyard, environed with a numerous grunting, 
squeaking, long-nosed fraternity. The only weapon 
with which he maintains a defensive and offensive 
warfare is his broad, dusty bonnet. This he wields 
with singular agility, pith, and prowess, cuffing and 
buffing the bristly, ominous legion ; whilst at every 
thump a cloud of dust ascends from the "bonnet, re- 
sembling a column of Vesuvian smoke. During this 
scuffle, John's long hair — to which time had imparted 
the very colour of his coat (and be it understood that 
no miller on duty was, at that period, permitted to 
wear naval blue) — was seen waving like streamers in 
the gentle breeze. John's better half, alarmed by the 
squeaking hubbub, breaks forth in fury — " Goodman, 
ye'r either daft or fu', I watna whilk. What ails ye 
at the beass ?" " Na, Goodwife, I'm neither daft nor 
fu' ; but hand ye again there, an* FU tell ye a' about 
it ere lang." John having got the semi -devils immured 
in their domicile, sounds his horn on the top of the 
mill-tower, and then retires to redeem the pledge given 
to his wife. John's natural flow of spirits being much 
elevated by the miraculous preservation of his daugh- 
ter, he felt determined to convert the circumstance 
into fuel for his jocular predilections. So, having dis- 
tended his face as much as his constitutionally risible 
disposition would permit of, he proceeds — " D'ye ken 
goodwife, that I ne'er had meikle fauver either for the 
howdie or the grave-howker ; the tane gleys east, an' 
the tither west ; the tane for the beginnin' o' the warlt, 
an' the tither for the end o't. But I've heard ye say, 
ye'd rather gi' yer dochter to Ghaist Tam before she 
sud tak' a fisher. Mockin's sometimes catchin', my 
woman ; an' this day has yer dochter been in Ghaist 
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Tarn's oxter, an* but for the smeddum an' rummel- 
gnmtion o' a fisher, wha dimpit her out o' his clutches, 
ye wad hae gotten yer wale/' *^ The man's dementit. 
Gae to yer bed, an' keep yer snaw-baws to yer 
oew'rsmas cronies, an' fling nane o' them at me." At 
this instant entered Jenny and her deliverer, a tall, 
sprightly youth, rigged out in his Sabbath-day's claise. 
The old lady gloomed for a mobient ; but, after hear- 
ing a full account of the whole matter, she literally 
grat for joy, and knew not how much kindness te 
heap upon the head of Geordie ; while the jolly old 
miller rubbed his hands and giggled. But the current 
of Jenny's thoughts and feelings, like a deep river, 
flowed in silence ; and, after several hours spent in 
thrilling delight, heightened and briglilened by the 
gloomy retrospect, the evening sun shed his cheering 
beams upon Geordie, as he wended his homeward 
way, regaled with the good things of the miller's aumry, 
inch*thick overlaid with the guidwife's blessings, his 
soul lighted up with Jenny's visual glance, and escorted 
by all that was lovely and delightful in the world. 
But where does perfect happiness exist ? A hollow 
grunt from one of the ominous animals at once dis* 
solved the charm, erected his hair, and struck terror 
into his soul. The chains of love, however strong and 
well ri vetted, were insufficient to restrain him ; but, 
with the rapidity of lightning, he darted from the ob- 
ject of his dearest afiection, and left her to gaze in 
bewildering amazement. Though Geordie was thus 
involved in the perplexfng haze of superstition, he had 
sagacity enough to discover that the tide of feeling 
that flowed in his favour was sufficiently deep to waft 
him into port, provided the coast was clear of swine— 
the only rocks from which he dreaded shipwreck. 
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It may now be expedient to make a digressive intro- 
duction of Ghaist Tarn, humanity's final agent, for the 
purpose of exhibiting one of the most remarkable in- 
stances of somnambulism ever recorded in the volume 
of tradition. The prime peculiarity of this being, who 
delights to associate with corruption, is his unintelli- 
gible phiz, which seems to possess all the muscular 
powers of a hedgehog, expanding and contracting as 
circumstances may require — ^the whole feeling of his 
soul being vested in the muscles of his countenance. 
The providential rescue of a drowning woman, and his 
consequent deprivation of the burial fee, had so affected 
the most sensitive region of his heart, that he retired to 
his dormitory in a fit of extreme inconsolable ill-hu- 
mour, where, bound in Morphean fetters, his every fa- 
culty became suspended in deep oblivious slumber, 
whilst the wild imagination held absolute sway, ranging 
and rambling *' amid sculls and coffins, epitaphs and 
worms." During this vision he beheld the woman 
drowned, and carried home a stifiened corpse ; he re- 
ceived orders for her funeral, went promptly to the 
kirkyard and prepared the last habitation for her life- 
less remains, carried the bier-spokes to the Uppertown, 
and placed them upright at her fathers door. All 
these preliminaries being completed, he again repaired 
to the kirkyard, and sounded the funeral trumpet 
with all the pith of his lungs, announcing to all and 
sundry that due preparation was made for the cele- 
bration of the obsequies, according to the custom 
which then existed. 

The oracle of the Nethertown, who, in additiQn to 
his extensive general Ydovvledge of other events, had 
contracted some confused, indefinite ideas respecting 
the final consummation of all material existence, and 
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perceinng imperfectly^ through the dusk of the morn* 
ing, the gaunt figure in his shirt and nightcap stand- 
ing erect in the necropolitan solitude^ and hearing the 
long solemn sound of the trumpet, a moment's hesita- 
tion was unnecessary in bringing him to the most 
legitimate conclusion. Ghaist Tarn himself being 
aroused from his slumber, and restored to conscious- 
ness by the sound of his own trumpet, perceiving the 
awkward position in which he was placed, standing 
as he wa« by the mouth of an open grave, all but na- 
ked, and surrounded by the funeral apparatus, looked 
aghast at himself in this unaccountable predicament, 
and horror-stricken sped apace to his domicile, where, 
having clothed himself, he returned to the place of 
graves to undo his fruitless labour. Suffice it for the 
grave-digger, as few covet his peculiar services. 

Intelligence of Geordie Binning*s praiseworthy deed 
of heroic benevolence having reached the Castle of 
Newark, the Baron's countenance evinced no ordiqary 
symptoms of heartfelt gratification ; for, though he was 
animated by an absolute spirit of feudal despotism, 
he well knew how to foster, encourage, and appreciate 
the early germs of a chivalrous soul manifested in his 
vassals, and he looked upon Greordie as a valuable 
acquisition to his local allies. The miller, being one 
of the Baron's particular favourites, was speedily ho- 
noured with a visit, in order to ascertain the minutias 
of the event ; and, as good luck would have it, Geordie 
was there (for he had formerly sounded the depth, and 
found he had water in), who graphically described the 
whol# circumstance, and how he had been plun- 
dered and discarded by the skipper for his conduct. 
Th^ Baron, after cracking several jokes with Jenny 
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ubject, who all the while blushed like a rose, 
' animadverted oa the behaviour of the skip- 
l expressed the rfipugnance. which he felt at 
- idea of a man suffering in the cause of virtue. 
I proposed to the miller that a creer should be 
ed at their mutual expense, and that Geordie 
)e placed therein as commander-in-chief. This 
s proposition was promptly acceded to, and 
y day Geordie became Geotge, and something 
In the meantime, a baronial decree is issued, 
ing the petrified skipper to make immediate 
tompensation for the quantum of fish which 
le plenitude of his selfishness, had unwarrant' 
zed. And from this decision there ia no appeal. 
I probability the reader will, ere now, have 
ted a wedding ; alleging, from the circum- 
of the case, that none was better entitled to 
■t and hand of Jenny than he who had put his 
e in balance with hers. The conjecture is 
ind the conclusion we)l-bas£<); for, after much 
Fork and formidable opposition sustained by 
ious lover, who had been frequently repulsed 

to flight by the appearance of the prowling 
I, even when on the very confines of the dvlce 

the preliminary arrangements were at last 
ed, and the heyday arrived for the consum- 
of George's wishes, and t^e full fruition of all 
is. The bride's maids are assembled, together 
; howdie (an indispensable guest at all Scots 
[s, previoaa to the middle of the eighteenth 
). Now the bridegroom ascends flie hill, borne 
rings of transport, and accompanied by a select 
U as sprightly as roebucks. But Tantalus was 
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ready to perish with thirst, though up to the chin in 
water. One of George's rivals, seeing that the game 
was up, and knowing the baleful influence of swinr 
on the fortunes of fishermen, gave vent to his invidious 
spirit, b}' setting at liberty a large pig, just at the 
period when the party were expected. As the merry 
group were bounding along the windmill road, venting 
their unrestrained ebullitions of joy, a sudden check 
was put to their springtide of mirth, by the grunt 
and squeak of the fell demon, which, starting from a 
whin-bush, crossed their path in close proximity. A 
feeling of repugnant horror, like a poisoned arrow, 
transfixed every bosom, and the whole party instan- 
taneously retreated, as if pursued by a deadly foe, 
leaving the bridegroom alone, trembling in dread 
amazement. Powers of attraction and repulsion of 
no ordinary kind maintained a desperate conflict in 
his soul, till the repugnant object again flashed across 
his vision, and put an end to the contest, by reversing 
all his locomotive energies ; and the marriage was 
not consummated till the Baron's decree for the total 
extermination of all swine had taken full effect, which 
happened about twelve months subsequent to this 
period. 

The tide of true love flows not always with un- 
ruffled tranquillity. Interposing casualties frequently 
intrude themselves imperceptibly, producing a tem- 
porary suspension of love's delightful intercourse, and 
an apparent frustration of the happy design by a pro- 
tracted postponement of its consummation ; and, when« 
ever such a breach takes place in a prospective mar- 
riage, the common jest still is — " That the swine has 
run through it." The descendants of George Binning 
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held a respectable status in the town nearly a handred 
and fifty years. His grandson, James Binning, was 
mainly instrumental in rescuing a persecuted youth, 
who ultimately became Baron of Newark, as will ap- 
pear in a subsequent part of this work ; and his great- 
grandson was made Chief Magistrate when the town 
was first erected into a burgh of barony, and his name 
stands associated with infeft and seised in all the pri- 
Tileges conveyed by charter. That race, however, is 
DOW totally extinct. 



CHAPTER HI. 



A LITTLE to the nprtheast of the Nethertown lies a 
small patch of inclosed ground presenting rather a pe- 
culiar appearance, being shaped somewhat after the 
similitude of a bishop^s hat, and denominated the 
" Crook i' the Lot." This portion of land originally 
constituted part of the town^s common, but has for 
more than a century been indosed and possessed as 
private property, and is presently comprehended in 
the territories of Barronhall in St Monance. This is 
particularly adverted to on account of a strange tra- 
dition still extant respecting the origin of its peculiar 
title. 

During the hostile feuds in whioh Scotland was in- 
cessantly embroiled previous to its auspicious union 
with England, which happy consummation was ef- 
fected and ratified in 1707, a party of Englishmen, 
who had embarked on a hostile mission, effected a 
landing a little to the eastward of the town, and in- 
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Taded the territories of St Monance. It may be ob- 
served in the interim, that at this period Tibbie 
Dowie, winning in the Uppertown, figured conspieu* 
oiisly in the orbit of fame, being possessed of the 
double spirit of divination and witchcraft ; and, what 
with speying fortunes, foretelling events, and remov* 
ing cantrips, added to the terror-extorted benevolence 
of her neighbours, she eked out, according to the 
current phrase, a decent livelihood ; for the qualities 
she possessed rendered her no less the object of ap- 
parent love than real aversion, and only escaped the 
flaming horror of the blazing faggots through the 
grateful interposition of the parish parson, whose be- 
lief in her powers of divination, and adherence to her 
premonitions to abandon his purpose of embarking 
with a party of pleasure to the Island of May, had 
averted the dread consequence of his being involved 
in a fatal catastrophe, the crazy vessel having swamped 
and consigned the whole party to the fathomless re- 
gions of oblivion. As the lord of the manor was, one 
day about the end of harvest, taking a saunter round 
about his territories, he happened to meet with Tibbie 
precisely at the spot of ground above described, which 
was then overgrown with whins, and thus accosted 
her — ** Aweel, Tibbie, what's this ye're sae eident 
wi' now ?* " Atrow, sir, I'm just gatherin' a wheen 
sticks to win me bield, ere they be a' steepit wi' 
English blood ; for, ere thae whins be i' the bloom 
again, yell live an' see a fell stour amang them. An* 
I'm unco wae for a bonny young lassie o' high 
breedin', for there s a sad crook in her lot which she 
winna see till "her cutes be jobbit wi' that very whin 
that stands i' the neuk there. But I maun gae faame 
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wi' my sticks." This seemiogly disrespectful abrupt- 
uess on the part of Tibbie to her superior was occa- 
sioned by an uncouth sound striking suddenly on 
her ear ; for she, in common with other witches, en- 
tertained a mortal abhorrence of a bell-chime and mill- 
clack ; at the sound of either her whot^ antipathies 
mustered in dire rebellion, and she usually had recourse 
to a wading flf-^vo>-: to fortify her ears against the 
invasion, but on this occasion she happened to be un- 
provided with the remedy. 

The BarOQ returned to the castle, bewildered in a 
mazy jungle of perplexing cogitations — credulity and 
scepticism, equally balanced, in bitter conflict strutted 
for the supremacy ; whilst his lordship's resolution, 
equally poised in the centre, swung on a mere pivot 
of dubious hesitation, till calm reflection decided on a 
firm belief in Tibbie's mysterious powers of vision ; 
and, being thus forewarned, he promptly provided 
against any hostile emergency. The lapse of a few 

'<{ weeks proved the perfect accuracy of the witch's fore- 
knowledge; for, in a canlri;) whisper, she announced 
to the Baron that the enciuy had landed and was en- 
camped inthemuir. How those cantrip whispers were 
conducted isa problem yet unsolved; though by means 
of which intelligence is said to have been conveyed 
over extensive tracts of laud, wood, and water, 
without the interposition of any visible agency ; and as 
Tibbie is reported to have inherited the familiar spirit 
by double descent, she was particularly famous for this 
species of incantation. On receipt of the whispered 
tidings, the war-horn was instantly sounded from the 
castle observatory, whose significant notes, contrasted 

. with the stillness of the night, spread far and wide, 
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diffasing the seeds of alarm over a vast territory of 
hills, dales, and towering forests. In the distance was 
heard the martial response of a bugle sounding *< to 
arms ;'* and, in a short period, a small scouting de- 
tachment of brave Scots, that lay quartered in the 
vicinity of Ardross, together with the whole effective 
vassals on the Baron's domains, mustered in front of 
the castle to receive instructions. Then the vassals 
of the Nethertown, armed with boat-hooks, and those 
of the Uppertown with leisters, pitchforks, and other 
lethal weapons, attacked the enemy in the rear, and 
the troops met them in front. Witch Tibbie had also 
a finger in this affair ; for, by some mysterious enchant- 
ment, she so confounded the enemy's organs of vision 
that the small Scottish detachment loomed in their eyes 
like a Roman cohort, infusing terror and paralyzing 
dismay in the whole soul of the invading party, who fell 
victims at the shrine of ambition. And the glorious 
monarch of day, emerging from the bosom of the 
Grerman ocean, exhibited an appalling spectacle. The 
rough surface of the whin-clad muir, bestained with 
human blood reeking from the veins of rational beings, 
and bestrewed with the mangled corpses of six hundred 
Englishmen — call them foes, if you will ; while the 
conquering party, inflated in heart and callous in soul, 
exulted over their glorious achievement, if carnage, 
blood, and slaughter be the constituents of glory. 

During this scene of chilling horror, one of the 
Baron's minions, who, through the influence of Bac- 
chus, had been so firmly locked in the arms of the 
drowsgr god as to render his ears impregnable to the 
sound of the war-horn, and only appeared in the field 
when the action was over — ^here sauntering among 



28 HISTORY OF ST MONANCE. 

the dead and dying in the sanguinary theatre (no plea« 
sant promenade for a sensitive mind), brandishing a 
furbished sword with heroic magnanimity, slaying the 
wounded and wounding the slain, in hopes of appeas- 
ing that baronial indignation which his sculking con- 
duct had kindled. In the exercise of this officious 
cold-blooded barbarity, he discovered a fine looking 
young man in officer's uniform, ensconced in the shade 
and shelter of a whinny retreat, where his beautiful 
spouse, with love's delicate softness, was binding up 
his bleeding wounds, and imparting every alleviation 
that the most ardent afiection and tenderest sympathy 
were capable of administering, whilst a smiling baby, 
the innocent pledge of their love, was squatted by her 
side on the cold ground, and playing with its own 
fingers. The inhuman wretch, with horrid menace, 
raised his murderous weapon to despatch the wounded 
man, when the astonished lady, in a paroxysm of feel- 
ing, started from the earth, and arrested the fury of 
his arm, imploring mercy for her husband in such 
soothing strains of entreaty as might have melted the 
hardest adamant, while the tears of love and pity 
gushed from her lovely eyes, sufiusing her bland fea- 
tures, and bedewing the senseless turf that sustained 
her feet. But unmoved by female beauty, and un- 
softened by the tears of entreaty, he threw her rudely 
on the ground, and plunged his sword in the bosom of 
her husband. She shrieked and exclaimed — << This 
must be the crook in my lot, of which the astrologer 
spake before my mother conceived me." (Hence, 
that ground is called the ** Crook i' the Lot" tg this 
day.) The heartless demon still thirsting for /blodS, 
despatched the lady, who already had swooned kt his 
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feet. Still insatiate, he beheld the uDConscious inno- 
cent apparently transported with the glittering of the 
sword, and while it smiled in his face, his arm was up- 
lifted. What I Horror ! But ere he had effected his 
savage purpose, he received a box on the ear, which 
stayed his hand, and caused him to look round ; and, 
perceiving the Baron, he told him with exultation 
what he had done, and what he was about to do. The 
Baron, horrified at the ruthless deed, snatched the 
sword from the hand of the wretch, and with one blow 
severed his head from his body. Then, taking up th^ 
smiling infant, he clasped it to his bosom, and carried 
it to the castle. 

According to the tradition, it was in process of time 
discovered that the hapless mother of the little innocent 
was the only daughter of a wealthy Esquire on the 
English border ; and being drawn by the silken cords 
of love, she had, contrary to the wishes of her parents, 
united herself to a j'oung officer, determined, for his 
sake, to submit to all the wanderings and privations 
connected with a military life. Intercession was made 
with the Baron to have the child delivered over to the 
parents of its unfortunate mother, as the only relict of 
their family. With this request the Baron most tena- 
ciously refused compliance ; so the orphan remained 
an inmate of the castle, and grew up under the aus- 
pices of its deliverer ; and, having obtained the age 
of maturity, she was united in marriage to the Baron's 
eldest son, and ultimately became Lady Newark. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Befqbe proceeding farther, it may be remarked, that, 
on the accession of Sir William Sandilands to the 
Barony of Newark, a considerable reformation was 
^ected> both in the external circumstancee and in- 
ternal government of the town. Sir William was a 
man of superior stamina, possessing a naturally ami-* 
able disposition, and thoagh somewhat inflated in 
heart by the auspicious smiles of fortune, feudal 
sovereignty, and minion adulation (for such accidents 
not unfrequently contaminate good prindples), yet 
he still retained his original equanimity of temper, 
suavity of manners, and urbanity of deportment, which 
conciliated the affections of his vassals, who bowed 
obsequious to his nod, being influenced by a principle 
of love rather than of fear. Under his auspices, as 
Lord of the Manor, those demi-infernals, called swine, 
after having been excluded from the territories of St 
Monance for nearly a century, were again introduced 
by the inhabitants of the Overtown. The bristly 
fraternity, notwithstanding their protracted absence, 
emerged from oblivion invested with all the appalling 
terrors, evil omens, and disastrous forebodings by 
which they had been previously characterized. 

It was customary in those days, as yet, to effect 
the transference of pigs by putting them into close 
bags and carrying them to the place of destination. 
(But few wise men will buy a pig in a pock.) It un- 
luckily happened, however, upon one occasion, that 
the pig, having gnawed a hole in the bag, made its 
escape, and took leg-bail in the direction of the 
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Nethertowo, closely pursued by its owner ; and it as 
unhiekily happened that a ftshermany with a net on 
his shoulder, was ascending the hill at the very iden- 
tical instant, who, on perceiving the fell fiend of Sa* 
tanic origin, abandoned his mission, disencumbered 
iumself of his burden, and retraced his steps with ten- 
fold velocity, whilst every haiir on his head became 
more inflexible than the bristles which covered the 
bugbear. Like a hard-hunted hare, his vision was 
ail behind his ears, observing every motion of the 
obnoxious animal, and indulging the terrific appre- 
hension that himself was the devoted object of its pur- 
suit ; and thus, panic-struck, he ran his reckless race, 
till a headlong plunge from the extremity of the pier 
concluded the fatal catastrophe. 

As the gruesome, grunting, grizly terror pervaded 
the principal thoroughfare of the town bdbre it could 
be intercepted and seized, many were the hapless eyes 
destined to behold it. And perceiving the oracle 
take to his heels, numerous was the body that follow- 
ed him, not knowing whither they fled ; and arriving 
at the kirk-stile, their leader grasping the latch with 
his hand, thrice called out the name of Saint Monan, 
which effectually dissolved the spell ; and the whole 
retinue, following his example, returned to their duty 
in a state of perfect composure. This oracular dis- 
covery had been previously made in- conflequence of 
his having accidentally come in contact with a saU 
mon, the name of which being still odious, it is in- 
variably designated a scaly brute. The -wife of the 
oracle having likewise caught a glimpse of the omin- 
ous quadruped, and^ being in a most interesting con- 
dition, was seized with nervous convulsi<ms and pre- 
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mature labour. As the unfortunate plunge from thd 
pier, which terminated the man's existence, was by 
the oracle construed into suicide, and being conse- 
quently denied Christian burial, he was unceremoni- 
ously carried beyond the precincts of the town and 
interred betwixt thviR^ k^rd*"' lands, and a large oaken 
stake driven thro^igh his body into the ground 
beneath, in order to hold him securely, and prevent 
further molestation ; for the opinion at that period 
was no less prevalent than absurd — " That the suicide, 
after having been twa-and-forty haill days i' the yird, 
would emerge, and continue his nocturnal wanderings 
about the neighbourhood where the deed was perpe- 
trated/' Therefore, preventive securities were indis- 
pensable. 

Tranquillity having been restored in the town, the 
owner of the disastrous pig was summoned into the 
presence of Thomas Binning, the primitive chief 
magistrate (who, like other bailies, was duly sensible 
of the importance of his situation), and having stated 
the enormity of the pannel's offence, he gravely pro- 
nounced the following sentence — " Whereas it is clear 
and kythit to me, the head bailie o' St Monance, that 
Peter Roily has causit meikle an' nae little din an' 
dool r the gude toun ; for the whilk mallyfamie, be it 
kend an' declared, that, at the twalt houro^e night, 
he sail tak' a lunt, an' gang allenarly to the tap o* the 
Calliard Hill,* an' there burn the gruesome brute alive, 

r * A gradaally rising eminence betwixt St Monance and 
Elie, reported in tradition as the principal arena where 
warlocks, witches, kelpies, and other imaginary beings, 
hold their midnight revels, and carry on their incantations, 
seizing the benighted travellers, dragging them off their 
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till neither skin, nor bane be left o\ that nae itber 
misehief accrue therefrae." Peter, considering him- 
self aggrieved bj the hard sentence of the new-created 
official, appealed to Sir William, the superior, and ob- 
tained a suspension of the magisterial decree till the 
ensuing- periodical court held at the castle of Newark, 
of which notice is taken in another part of this his- 
tory. 

The feudal Baron, having seated himself in his chair 
of supremacy, glanced over the tenor of the novel sen- 
tence, and, in the centre of a suppressed laugh, ex- 
pressed ironically his high approbation of the bailie's 
Judgment A smile of complacency at onoe - eurled 
all the muscles of the baiKe's visage, and lighted up 
his eyeS) which beamed with civic importance at the 
success of his first decision. But the seat of power 
is not always a woolsack ; on the contrary, it is fre*^ 
quently composed of thorns, and beset with nettles. 
For the Baron, having observed the effect of his ap- 
plause, added the following words, " And this sentence 
shall be executed in presence of our chief magistrate.'* 
The opposite tendency was immediately apparent. The 
sombre aspect wliich the disappointed official exhibited, 
clearly evinced his dread amazement and the appal- 
ling terror infused into his soul. What ! To stand 
in the very theatre of the infernals, and behold with 
his eyes the fiendish animal, whose very name chilled 

course, or tossing them in the air like feathers in the whirl- 
ivind. Even in the nineteenth, century, a man was taken 
from that enchanted eminence and carried nine times round 
Kilconquhar Loch, without the use of any of his locomotive 
faculties. Such is stated to have been the declaration of 
the spell-bound individual himself. 
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his blood, freezed his vitals, and convulsed his entire 
frame with a shuddering horror I His disordered ima- 
gination conjured up a thousand hideous spectres 
frowning in his vision with terrific grimace, paralyzing 
and enervating all his extensive physipal energies. 

Anon the spectres from their dell 
Emerged like giants tall, 
With eyes like oxen staring fell, 
And flashing fire withal. 

The Baron, perceiving that his scheme was crowned 
with perfect success, and fearing lest the bailie should 
have swooned^in his hands, proceeded to remit the sen- 
tence in toto — stating, at the same time, that the man had 
been guilty of no violation of the law, the whole be- 
ing the effect of an untoward accident, over which he 
had no control ; and that the decision was the result 
of superstitious prej udice ; and concluding with a whole- 
some exhortation to the bailie respecting the proper 
discharge of his newly-imposed official duties. 

Succeeding generations generally improve on the 
discoveries made by those who preceded them. 
Accordingly, under the baronship of Sir David Leslie, 
at a period considerably subsequent to that before 
mentioned, the oracle announced a valuable improve-* 
ment in the science of demonology, touching the me- 
thod of dissolving spell and removing enchantment. 
He experimentally proved that cold iron touched and 
named at tho same instant, in any place, was an 
effectual antidote against the baleful effects of in- 
fernal sights, names, and cantrips — thus superseding 
the necessity of waiting the flux r>iiJ reflux of the 
tide, or running to the kirk-stile and calling on the 
saint — either of wliich was extremely inconvenient 
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and frequently unattainable. Shortly after the promul- 
gation of this oracular discovery, a clergyman, totally 
unacquainted with the foibles of the people, was in- 
ducted to the parochial charge, and, as a new besom 
sweeps clean, multitudes were drawn to the church 
by the irresistible principle of curiosity, who were not 
usually in the habit of resorting thither. But, unfor- 
tunately, he murdered his popularity in the very 
vestibule of his ministerial career. Having selected the 
parable of the Prodigal as the subject of lecture, these 
words in course came in his way, *^ And he sent hinj 
into his fields to feed swine ;" at which, " Cauld iron !** 
in a strong whisper , burst simultaneously from a 
hundred mouths, accompanied with a desperate stretch- 
ing of necks, arms, and eyes, to discover nail-hearts 
in the nearest vicinity, on which they might place the 
points of their digits. The parson paused, and stared 
in fathomless astonishment, being utterly unable to 
divine what could possibly be the cause of such a 
strange ebullition. At length, conjecture favoured him 
with a hint that such might be the manner of giving 
their amen ; and he resumed, taking up the member of 
the same sentence at which he broke off, " Well to 
feed swine." At this unlucky termination, the un- 
seemly disorder was renewed with redoubled vehe- 
mence — ^< Cauld iron !*' not now in suppressed whispers, 
but in wide-mouthed, united clamour, rang through 
the nave and remote aisles of the sacred edifice, and 
rebounded from the vaulted roof with astounding re- 
verberations. The parson, again suspended on the 
horns of a dire dilemma, assumed ^he appearance of 
a petrified statue, while he looked unutterable things. 
Conjecture, however, was again at his elbow, suggest- 
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ing that, as the kirk had already brooked the ravages 
of three centuries, something might probably be giv- 
ing way, which produced the sudden confusion and 
outcry ; but observing no apparent danger, and having 
burst the trammels of his panic, he proceeded a little 
farther, pronouncing emphatically these words, ^^ The 
husks that the swine did eat.** Unable to sustain 
the third shock upon their feelings, with one simulta- 
neous rush, like a sweeping torrent, they bolted from 
the pews and leaped from the galleries ; and with 
rent garments, peeled noses, and shattered shins, the 
church, in one instant, was cleared of the whole sea- 
faring population — and man}' of their descendents, up 
to the present day, never see more than the outside 
of it. 

This tradition, like many others, may to a stranger 
savour po weri'uiiy of romance ; but not more so than 
a circumstance which occurred in the presently existing 
generation. A sow in the neighbourhood happening 
to produce a dead litter, some wag, under the cloud 
of night, distributed the pigs amongst the line skulls 
or baskets of a boat's crew, who were particularly 
under the enslaving influence of the strange supersti- 
tion, carefully secreting them amongst the folds or 
coils of the fishing-tackle, and inserting a hook into 
the mouth of each. No discovery of this trick was 
made till the boat was at sea, and the skipper begun 
to draw his line from the basket, when the semi-devil 
presented its ominous grunkle full in his view. Seized 
with dread astonishment, he exclaimed, " God preserve 
us — what's that ? — cauld iron V An awful pause suc- 
ceeded, till the rest of the crew, making a similar 
discovery, gave vent to similar exclamations. Then, 
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laying the oars to their boat, and having shot no lines, 
they returned with all possible speed to the harbour ; 
lor did they again venture to sea till the diurnal 
wheels of time had accomplished seven revolutions 
\ wice told. 

Some may say, Why such foibles in the nineteenth 
century ? To this it may be stated in reply, that, 
after the death of Saint Monan, the motion of the 
chronological machinery was, by some unaccountable 
accident, suspended during the lapse of a hundred 
years ; and Saint Monance has never yet been able to 
bring up one iota of the long arrears. 



CHAPTER V. 

During the remote ages of antiquity, our sovereigns 
appear to have been influenced by a much stronger 
desire for visiting the sequestered districts of their 
dominions, and scanning the condition of their sub- 
jects, than that which for many ages has been evinced 
by the conduct of their royal successors. Governed 
by this peculiar impulse, King Charles II. indulged 
himself with a tour along the coast of Fife, where some 
of the doings and dwellings of his predecessors were 
still in existence, after having brooked the ravages of 
several centuries. Intelligence having reached the 
good town of Saint Monance that his Majesty had 
arrived in Pittenweem, almost the entire population 
of that ilk flocked thither, to ascertain what sort of a 
being a King was ; for they entertained very romantic 



3S HI8T0BT OF ST MONANCE. 

ideas respecting him. Hearing of the power \(rith 
which a King is invested, some imagined that he was 
a giant of such prodigious dimensions as to qualify 
him for measuring a Scots mile and a bittock with 
nine strides. Guided by such exalted conceptions of 
royalty, no wonder that extreme curiosity was 
excited. Even the parson, catching the contagious 
influence in his study, threw down his pen in the midst 
of his sermon, leaving a sentence unfinished, and 
repaired, with the utmost promptitude, to the resi- 
dence of his colleague the dominie, just at the period 
when the laborious pedagogue was reading a portion 
of Sacred Writ in the audience of his pupils. The 
only audible sounds which reached the parson's ears, 
as he strode across the threshold, were, " Behold, thy 
king Cometh ;" and, being engrossed with the object 
of his mission, he most readily concluded that the 
dominie was acquainting his urchins respecting the 
royal visit. So, advancing with precipitation, he 
exclaimed, in a fit of impatience, " Well, come, let us 
go and see him.'' The dominie, being ignorant of the 
circumstance, and astounded by the clerical interrup- 
tion, imagined that his learned friend had studied 
himself into some queer species of delirium, and there- 
fore resigned the tawse, and dismissed his school san» 
eeremoniej to prevent exposure. A very short con- 
ference, however, clearly evinced that the parson was 
of sane mind, and only excited by the potent, prying 
passion of curiosity. So off started the worthies 
(portly carles both), puffing and blowing, with their 
purple noses directed towards the highly-favoured 
burgh of Pittenweem, leaving their better halves (two 
listers, by the by) to follow in the rear. 
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We mast now digress for a Utile, and gire an ac* 
count of the Royal visit as it stands in the Council 
records, under date 14th February 1651 :-— • 

" The Bailies and Council being convened, and hav- 
ing received information that his Majesty was to be 
in progress with his Court to*morrow, and to stay at 
Anstruther House that night, have thought it expe* 
dient, according to their bounden duty, with all reve- 
rence and due respect, and with all the solemnity they 
can, to wait upon his Majesty as he comes through 
this his Majesty's burgh, and invite his Majesty to eat 
and drink as he passes ; and for that effect hath 
ordered that the morn afternoon the town*s colours be 
put upon the bartisan of the steeple, and that at three 
o'clock the bells begin to ring, and ring on still, until 
his Majesty come hither and be past to Anstruther ; 
and sicklike, that the minister be spoken to to be with 
Ihe Bailies and Couneil, who are to be in their best 
apparel, and with them a guard of twenty-four of the 
ablest men with partizans, and other twenty-four with 
musquets, all in their best apparel — William Suther- 
land commanding as captain of the guard — are to wait 
on his Majesty and receive his Highness at the West 
Port, bringing his Majesty and Court through the 
town until they come to Robert Smith's ydtt, where 
an table is to be covered with one of my Lord's best 
carpets ; and that George Hedderwick have in readi- 
ness of fine flour some great bunns, and other wheat 
bread of the best order, baken with sugar, carvell, and 
other spices fitting ; and James Richardson and Walter 
Airth have care to have ready eight or ten gallons of 
good strong ale, with Canary, sack, Rhenish wine, 
tent, white, and claret wines, that all his Majesty and 
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his Court may eat and drink ; and that, in the mean- 
time, while his Majesty is present, the guard do dili- 
gently attend about the Court ; and, so soon as his 
Majesty is to go away, that a sign be made to Andrew 
Tod, who is appointed to attend the colours on the 
steeple head, to the effect he may give signal to those 
that attend the cannon of his Majesty's departure, and 
then the hail thretty-six cannon to be all shot at once. 
It is thought best fitting that the minister, and James 
Richardson, the oldest Bailie, when his Majesty comes 
to the table, show the great joy and sense this burgh has 
of his Majesty's condescendencie to visit the same, with 
some other expressions of loyalty — ^which was acted." 
The King having taken his departure for Crail, to 
visit the castle where his royal predecessor, David I., 
was domiciled in the twelfth century, the inhabitants 
of St Monance, baulked in their anticipations of be- 
holding that stupendous spectacle in the person of a 
King which their lofty conceptions of royalty had 
cveated, wandered back to their toil, realizing that 
chilling sensation which disappointment rarely fails to 
produce. Their feeling was clearly evinced by the 
tenor of their remarks to each other — " Gosh, thae 
Pittenweem fouks mak a din about naething. A 
^iQg 's just like ony ither weel-dressed man ; an' gif 
I had lang tails to my Sabbath-day's jacket, I might 
be a king mysel'." The two sainted classics, how- 
ever, being intent on a gala day, and lacking leisure 
for a meridian observation before they started, were 
dragged by thirst into the reluctant conclusion that a 
king was but a dry subject after all ; so, repairing to 
Peter Blzzie's inn, where, being liberally inspired with 
Peter's peculiar spirit, they both became kings them- 



-■ ■^.' £;"5" 



HISTOBT OF ST MONANCE. 41 

selves ; and, having conferred the degree of knight- 
hood npon the landlord, they elevated him to the dignity 
of Prime Minister. Sir Peter was one of those rare 
beings whom the ills of life never rnfBed — a good- 
humoured laugh constantly beamed in his small black 
eyes, while the very muscles of his visage, by their 
peculiar arrangement, pourtrayed the living image of 
fun ; and, by drawing largely from his inexhaustible 
fund of anecdotes, proverbs, and native witticisms, he 
kept the faces of the worthies in a state of perpetual 
distortion, and their mouths extended, each like a 
yawning vortex, ready to ingulph every object that 
came within the sphere of its attraction. In this 
spring-tide of happiness, health, and hilarity, sweet 
home occupied no space in their mirth-infiated bosoms 
— and the mysterious movements in Time's silent ma- 
chinery being oiled and accelerated by Peter's judi- 
cious applications, disposed of life's flying moments 
with inconceivable rapidity, till the long hour of mid- 
night, invading their ears, broke through their social 
harmony, and summoned their departure, when the 
hostess, from her private chamber, produced the ladies 
as royal as their lords. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Hebe it may be observed, that, on this identical 
night, there was a witch-review in Pittenweem Loan, 
at which Maggie Morgan, from the Overtown of St 
Monance, attended for the purpose of receiving ad- 
ditional powers, and being fully admitted into the 
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black secrets of the dread fraternity, which could not 
be accomplished until she had subscribed the infernal 
obligation with blood from her own veins, according 
to common form. Malice and revenge have always 
constituted the elementary principles of witchcraft, as 
exemplified in the case of Maggie. Though descended 
of humble parentage, and though no glittering star of 
worldly prosperity shed a halo of glory around her 
obscure birth, she was eminently distinguished for her 
personal attractions and real native simplicity, and if 
ever beauty was the primary cause of ruin to any of 
the fair daughters of Eve, hers was a melancholy in- 
stance of the fact. This unfortunate damsel was 
looked upon and admired by a scion of Elie House, 
whose addresses she long resisted, on account of the 
disparity of rank which subsisted betwixt them ; but 
the more she resisted, the more ardent he became in 
his winning expressions of feigned attachment, till, 
like a stormed fort, she swerved from her stability, 
and being seduced from the straight line of moral rec- 
titude, she plunged into the whirlpool of vice, and 
made shipwreck of her virtue. After a protracted 
series of criminal intercourse, her person betrayed the 
symptoms of a certain condition which rarely fails to 
inspire the most thoughtless in her case with bitter 
reflections and poignant remorse. Now no longer 
charming in the eyes of her paramour, she found her- 
self at once unprotected, ruined, and deserted. A 
sense of her situation dissolved the spell, extinguished 
the fictitious constellation that ere while, with delusive 
beams, illumined the forbidden path ; — an ocean of 
ignominy, heaving its stupendous billows, overturned 
the golden mountain on which she erected the base- 
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less fabric of deceptive enjoymeDty an^ opened a 
boundless sickening prospect of fairyland, teeming 
with shame, misery, and wretchedness — consequents 
rarely separable from vicious indulgences. The vir« 
tuous alone bestowed on her these expressions of 
sympathy — '* Poor thing I it's a pity, for she was a 
bonuy, lightsome lassie ;" while those even more 
guilty than herself were more rigid in their censures 
and more merciless in their condemnation, proving 
the truth of the common adage — 

" The greatest loons first raise the cry. 
With loudest voice— O fie ! O fie !" 

In process of time, however, Maggie added a unit to 
the population, and she was favoured with a diet of 
inquisitorial visitation from the parish parson, which 
resulted in the citation of parties to compear before 
the Sanhedrim to answer for the foul fault. Whatever 
be the quality of the ingredients whereof kirk-sessions 
are compounded now-a-days, at that confiding period 
of submissive acquiescing simplicity, the parson's will 
was absolute. His reverence expressed his opinion, 
the dominie echoed the sentiment, the elders nodded 
assent, and the business was concluded. But, as one 
circumstance sometimes requires to be connected with 
another, that subsequent events may appear to har- 
monize with their antecedent causes, it will be of im- 
portance, in the present instance, to bear in mind that 
the parson dined at Elie House previous to the day 
and hour of cause ; and the result was, that no appear- 
ance was made from that quarter, the parson having 
written the child fatherless, or procreated by the east 
wind. Poor Maggie appears alone before the vener- 
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able Sanhedrim^ with downcast eyes, spending their 
humid lustre on the cold unconscious earth, where she 
stands arraigned as an harlot and a scandalous limmer. 
For, in addition to the fact of skulduddery, she had 
audaciously dared to moot that her illegitimate brat 
was the progeny of a gentleman ; and, further, that 
she had seen the minister come out of the dominie's 
on a Saturday night, " weel to live." On the evidence 
of the parson, the session unanimously found her guilty 
of all the counts contained in the libel, and for which 
the usual atonement must be made and the kirk satis- 
fied before absolution could be granted. Well, to effect 
this grand consummation, the hapless, friendless vic- 
tim of aristocratic villany, clerical spleen, and unprin- 
^cipled collusion, is habited in a vestment of sackcloth, 
and doomed to stand as a gazing stock at the vesti- 
bule of the Church for three successive Sabbaths, 
during the ringing of the warning bell, constantly 
repeating aloud the following short sentence — " Fause 
tongue that lied." Having thus made atonement for 
the alleged scandal, she was then consigned to 
the cuttie stool, which was a sort of rudely con- 
structed bench somewhat resembling an easy chair, 
and elevated considerably above the other seating, 
that the occupant thereof might be exhibited to the 
gaze of the whole congregation. This was an in- 
dispensable ornament in every parish kirk through- 
out Scotland at that period. Here sat Maggie 
enthroned in ignominy (no enviable situation), while 
the parson delivered himself of a preconceived ebulli- 
tion of choler, divided and subdivided after the 
similitude of a preachment. After which, by name 
and surname, she is commanded to erect herself, when. 
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as the crater in a volcanic mountain <* belches molten 
stone and globes of fire>" his reverend mouth dis- 
charged a torrent of personal epithets, as vulgar 
and indecorous as they were unpleasant to the 
audience and unprofitable to the victim on whom 
they were lavished. This exhibition having been 
thrice repeated, she, in due form, received absolution. 
But, instead of inspiring her with penitential sorrow 
or overwhelming despondency, which might have 
been the consequence with one of a more phlegmatic 
temperament, this severe ordeal of discipline exerted 
on her mind a searing and depraving influence, which 
deadened every sense of shame and petrified all the 
delicate feelings of the female soul. That such 
sentences would be responded to, or such solemn 
farces acted at the present day, appears rather pro- 
blematical. 

The most predominant passion which subsequently 
actuated the bosom of Maggie was revenge, and that 
held absolute sway, superseding every other impulse. 
And according to her reported declaration, as she sat 
one evening pensive and alone, ruminating on her 
fell misfortune and the ruthless persecution to which 
she had in consequence been subjected, her whole 
soul engrossed in the fiendish desire for revenge, 
foamed and boiled with envenomed rage, whilst the 
internal elements of nature in boisterous conflict 
raved, and roared, and rustled around the tottering 
walls of the lowly hut in which she was domiciled. 
The ponderous clouds surcharged with vapour, poured 
down their gushing torrents on the saturated earth 
— ^the vivid lightning, like a burnished arrow, shot 
from the bosom of the lowering cloud, expanding into 
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blazing sheets of dazzling flame, illuminated the black 
tenebrious concave, and rendered more appalling the 
horror of the gloom. With awful grandeur peal on 
peal successive roared the dread artillery of heaven, 
whose murmuring echoes, growling among the bend- 
ing forests, frowning rocks, and aspiring hills, and 
blended with the ominous screams of the foreboding 
owl nestled in the attic regions of the church, enhanced 
the dire terror that such a scene was well calculated 
to excite. Now it was in the midst of this com- 
bination of awe-inspiring contingencies that Maggie, 
by the faint glimmering of a few expiring embers, 
jieseried a female figure by her side, who seemed 
the perfect image of herself, as if reflected by a mirror. 
As Maggie was at the time brooding over her favourite 
vindictive passion, the mysterious female told her that 
if she would go with her to Pittenweem Loan on the fifth 
day of the next week at ten hours in the evening, she 
should there be endowed with full power to execute 
all her desire upon her enemies ; and, having received 
a pledge, the strange visitant evanished in the same 
mysterious manner in which she appeared. It may 
be remarked in passing, that, in the course of this tem- 
pestuous night, the large gilded image of a salmon 
which surmounted the spire of the steeple disappeared, 
and has never since been replaced. Some supposed 
that it had been melted by the lightning— -others that 
it had been stolen by the Picts (who were always con- 
sidered a sort of fairy race) — not a single vestige of 
the ornanient having ever been seen. No wonder 
that the inhabitants, anticipating the bard in his opi- 
nion, concluded that << the deil had business on his 
hand>" for, during th^ same elemental convulsion, the 
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town cross, that had been but recently erected, was 
[ thrown prostrate. This emblem of burghal dignity 
was situated about the centre of the market place, and 
consisted of one entire stone about twelve feet in 
height, being based in a circular flight of steps, and 
fantastically crowned with the image of a cross-fish, 
under which the town's arms were pourtrayed in a 
specimen of rude chisel carving. After this disaster, 
the column was again set up, but there is no recollec- 
tion of its having eusted subsequent to the middle of 
the eighteenth century .^ 



CHAPTER VII. 



But we must now take up the chapter of events that 
befel the parson, the dominie, and their better halves, 
after parting from their facetious host Sir Peter Biz- 
zie. 

It was the dead of night, moonless and starless 
—a season pregnant with a thousand hideous and 
gloomy associations and horrid apparitions, compris- 
ing witches and wizards, ghosts and goblins, spelln 
and spunkies — pooh ! these bugbears may terrify timid 
females, but here were stronger minds to wrestle with. 
The parson had always a shibboleth at his finger ends, 
by which he could circumvent the devil and all his 
emissaries. The dominie knowing right well that the 
united squares of the base and perpendicular were 
equal to the square of the hypothenuse, therefore, 
by dint of his mathematical theorem, undertook to 
conduct the little group in safety through their 
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midnight journey. Besides, they were pretty de- 
cently mellowed with a copious inspiration of Sir 
Peter's peculiar spirit, increasing might, wisdom, and 
courage. Nothing particular occurred to them till they 
had got about two furlongs out of the town, when 
a sort of «*uoifving mist enveloped them in total dark- 
ness, so completely conglomerating their ideas that they 
knew not one another, and even entertained serious 
doubts as to their own personal identity. This was 
a perplexing interval of terrible suspense. All re- 
mained like marble statues — thoughtless, speechless, 
and motionless, with their pedestals apparently ri vetted 
to the enchanted earth on which they stood. Sud- 
denly, a dazzling stream of light flashed upon them 
through the circumambient mist, and a white rabbit 
full in prospect compassed the little group with seven 
circuits, which so confounded and bewildered tlieir 
organs of vision, that every object within the territory 
of their observation appeared completely inverted. 
Another flourish of the white rabbit subjugated their 
entire faculties under the absolute dominion of risi- 
bility ; and each perceiving his neighbour's shoe-soles 
turned to the zenith and his crown to the antipodes, 
a flt of laughter ensued which made the distant forests 
resound and the concave of heaven reverberate. This 
ebullition of mirth was heartily responded to by the 
witch fraternity assembled in the loan, who well knew 
that Maggie was playing her part in the person of the 
rabbit ; nor changed the boisterous scene til] the wor- 
thies, having almost laughed their jaws out of their 
sockets, literally sunk on the earth in a state of ex- 
treme exhaustion. But be it remembered that, by 
this incantation, they have exchanged wives, and they 
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ding to their new partners with redoubled warmth of 
affection. 

Thus fettered in the trammels of enchantment lay 
the mirth-worn group in panting prostration, while 
the witch was scheming a fresh cantrip. Then, wav- 
ing her oharm over them, she infused new life and 
vigour into all their physical energies. A sweet com- 
bination of delectable sounds invaded their ears, which 
produced an enlivening influence on their dispirited 
materials ; and the next instant found them in an erect 
position, dancing, leaping, shouting, and exerting 
their entire faculties in a most ludicrous manner. In 
this state of excitement, they followed the music im- 
perceptibly, till they joined the infernal fraternity in 
the Witch Loan.* The demons were incensed to the 
very uttermost by this unceremonious intrusion into 
their secret society ; but a description of what the 
ill-fated group saw, felt, and experienced is wholly 
unattainable, as the page of tradition is silent on the 
subject. Judging, however, from their ghastly ap- 
pearance, it may be justly inferred that the ordeal of 
tilting, jostling, tumbling, and tossing to which they 
were subjected was more than sufficient to have jum- 
bled their whole faculties, mental and physical, into 
one mass of irrelevant confusion. The ladies were 
denuded of their garments even to an infraction of the 
laws of decency. The fine black coats wherein the 
gentlemen appeared in the presence of royalty were 

* A piece of commonty situated a little to the northward 
of Pittenweem, which was formerly the arena of athletic 
games, military drilling, and other public exhibitions, bat 
now wholly feaed out, and occupied with houses and 
gard^ii. 
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deprived of their full flowing skirts that dangled on 
their heels, and converted into the similitude of fisher- 
men's jackets— colour unknown. Indeed, the entire 
group constituted one of the inost perplexing spec- 
tacles that ever obtruded itself on the vision of mor- 
tals. Whether, as in similar cases, they were pledged 
to secrecy by the wizards, must remain unknown ; 
for, in relating the history of their nocturnal adventure, 
that section of it was always slurred over with an in- 
voluntary shudder. And how they escaped out of their 
clutches was to themselves a mystery ; but, after being 
enveloped for a period in a dense cloud of sulphurous 
smoke intermingled with blue sparks, they were borne 
above the s'^rface of the earth, without the use of 
their limbs or any locomotive energy, and placed on 
the very identical spot where they were first compassed 
by the marvellous rabbit ; where, having adjusted 
their dishevelled brains, and collected their few re- 
maining senses, the dominie plunged into a profound 
mathematical rumination. Home, sweet home, was 
the result to which he was desirous of bringing the 
query ; and, having descanted on the sines, tangents, 
and co-tangents — ^having extended his lines, measured 
his angles, and made all sides radius — ^he exclaimed, 
<< Now I have found the bearing and distance of the 
manse — ^let us proceed." But, alas ! he was as far 
from the solution of his problem as ever, for Maggie 
was not yet done with them. The dominie having 
directed the parson's attention to a huge dingy mass 
sauntering in the distance, and looming on their dis- 
torted vision like a moving mountain, his reverence 
exclaimed, *^ This is nothing less than the great enemy 
of man^ and must be resisted." This chilling an- 
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noimcement produced an electrical effect on the be* 
wildered, witch-beaten wanderers. A thrill of horror 
quivered on every nerve, pervaded every vein, and 
paralyzed all the springs of action. The dominie's 
wife clung to the parson, and the parson's wife to the 
dominie (for they still occupied enchanted ground), 
being quite overwhelmed in a labyrinth of accumu- 
lating terrors. 

The parson, however, appears not to have lost all 
self-possession, for he put forth his shibboleth with 
apparent fortitude, expecting to behold the foul thief 
vanish in a column of smoke or blaze of lightning. 
But his Satanic Majesty evinced that his supposed 
corporeal composition involved no such combustible 
materials ; for he directed his course precisely towards 
the point whence the voice proceeded, betwixt which 
and the dusky face of a glimmering star appeared a 
brace of prodigious horns, resembling those shot out 
by the reat sea-mo nster that slumbers on the shores 
of Norway. Here was a'prospect' the must direftil that 
could possibly be imagined. The parson, standing 
aghast, again, with a tremulous, faltering accent, put 
forth his shibboleth, which only served to accelerate 
the advancing pace of the hideous spectacle. A hol- 
low murmur bsued from the jaws of the approach- 
ing demon as from the crater of a volcano, which, 
disturbing the stilly silence of the night, pealed with 
horrific tone on the ears of the hapless pilgrims, and 
resounded through the hazy atmosphere like the growl 
of distant thunder or the direful sound re-echoed from 
■ the dreary cavern of a remote cascade. The super- 
^ ambient heavens quaked throughout their immeasur- 

able regions, while the subservient earth, moved to 
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its oentrey trembled beneath their feet. Naw, the par* 
SOD, finding himself miserably deceived as to the power 
and value of his shibboleth, and ths^ rather a re^x 
influence was produced, he considered that if safety at 
all existed it must be in his heels ; so, without the 
least premonition to his fellows, he, acting upon the 
selfish principle, started off in the full exercise of all 
his locomotive powers, dragging the dominie*s spouse 
along with him, thinking, it may be inferred, '< deil 
tak the hindmost*^ — being quite unconscious of having 
left his own better half in the rear. The dominie, at 
the same instant, being actuated by a coincident im* 
pulse, or possessing an intuitive knowledge of his 
friend's revolving thoi^hts, started off with his assumed 
love in the same direction. In this dilemma they con- 
tinued to follow a flickering light which danced and 
twinkled before them — the parson consoling himself 
and his partners in fate that such could be noting 
else than a supernatural guide vouchsafed for their 
d^iverance. At the same time, the huge appalling 
prince of darkness followed close in their wake, growl* 
ing like a lion bereft of his prey. But short was the 
period which elapsed ere the faithless flickering phan- 
tom landed the whole party haunch deep in a quag- 
mire, where they stuck fast, being seized with lethean 
slumber. 

The spring of the morning at length, in {^acid se- 
renity, appeared, whose glorious retinue invariably 
disperses the powers of darkness, and chases them 
home to their infernal dens. The supreme luminary 
put forth his gorgeous precursors, investing the orient 
skies with a robe of rich magnificence. It was at this 
pleasant period that four industrious hinds, plodding 
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to the scene of their labours, descried the sleeping 
group in 'their inhospitable situation, and aroused 
them to a sense of their danger. On opening their 
eyes on the face of nature, they beheld everything in 
its native simplicity, which erewhile they perceived 
through a perverted medium and magnifying glass of 
\ enchantment. And here was the very Prince of 

Darkness in their close vicinity, browsing on a brae- 
side, dwindled and metamorphosed into the parson's 
own cow ; which, having broke from her stall, was 
^ .roanilng at large, and, hearing the familiar voice of 
her owner, had made speed towards him with a boo 
of satisfaction. But let us look for a moment on the 
once happy group, now transformed into a real spec- 
tacle of commiseration. Men and women tattered 
and torn, besmeared with mud, and motionless as so 
many busts constructed to represent the sweet har- 
mony of wedlock — for each had a dsimsel locked in 
his arms — no protecting helmet for their pates save 
the canopy of heaven — their hair erect and stubborn 
as the quills of a porcupine, each adorned with a pearl 
of the limpid night-dew ; — no marvel that the labourers 
gazed with gaping astonishment. 

As this theatre of mis^y was in the close vicinity 
of the Witch Loan, by the parson's counsel they re- 
solved to repair to the residence of their old cronie, 
Peter Bizzie. But oh I how rich the crimson blush 
that mantled the cheeks of the fair, when each, locked 
in the fancied arm of her spouse, opened her spell- 
sealfd eyes on a well-known visage which her own 
husband never wore. But no leisure for parley ; with 
all the speed of which their wasted frames, chilled 
blood, and stiffened limbs were capable, they hied to 

E 2 
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the purposed asylum. Peter received them (though 
recognizance required an effort of his recollective 
powers), and, having minutely surveyed the forlorn 
group, he raised his hands and exclaimed — ^ The deil 
tak me if ever I saw sic a picture— Ha I ha I ha I—" 
the fient o^ the like o' that ever I saw. Whar the deil 
hae ye been ?" — « Whisht, whisht, Peter — by the time 
ye get as meikle o' the deil as we've gat, yell think 
ye hae eneuch o' 'im." 

After a long sederunt of ways and means, in which 
tongues, hands, limbs, and brains were caHed into ae- 
tive operation, the party were renovated and appar 
relied, and made something like themselyes. The two 
stipendiaries, however, becoming susceptible of re- 
flection, began seriously to ponder the consequences, 
should tidings of this remarkable event in their history 
reach the long ears of the Presbytery, which seemed 
in nowise improbable ; but, in order to obviate the 
dreaded effects of such an emergency, their wily host 
at once suggested a sovereign remedy, the nature of 
which will appear in its adoption. 

The King and Court, before leaving Pittenweem^ 
having declared their fixed intention to sojourn for 
the night and take breakfast at Anstruther Place be- 
fore proceeding to Crail, the two literati started off 
thither, studying their speech, and scanning their de- 
portment as they went, in order to obtain a favourable 
audience of his Majesty. Having been admitted into 
the Presence Chamber, where the King and Court 
were assembled, the parson, with the dominie by his 
side, proceeded with becoming gravity to state the 
purport of his visit; and having descanted for some 
time on the potential feeling of attachment to their 
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sovereign which prompted them to join the royal 
procession at Pittenweem, and the manner in which 
they had celebrated the joyous occasion of his Ma- 
jesty's happy accession to his ancient realm of Scot- 
land and to the bosoms of his loving subjects, under 
which occurrence the shades of night gathered imper* 
ceptibly around them ere they thought of measuring 
the distance that separated them from their sphere of 
usefulness, he then adverted to the direful conflict 
with the infernal spirits incarnate, when he gave vent 
to an impasnoned stream of terrific eloquence, which 
at once converted the King and Court into one mass 
of kindred feeling—^ being locked in the trammels 
of dread consternation. As he advamced, every pore 
began to glisten with a pearl of bursting perspiraticm, 
his eyes flashed with emotion, and every feature of 
his visage spake un^utterable language. At this crlsifl 
the deminie became all soul. Every limb, nerve, and 
muscle exhibited the most violent agitation. His hanr 
alternately bristled and flattened at every dimax and 
cadence of the orator ; and> losing all sense of deco» 
rum and etiquette, he frequently brought the palms 
of his hands into violent collision, and at the romEufiag 
of every period he exclaimed ** Yes V with astounding 
emphasis. With such admirable effect did the parson 
describe the horrid assaults of the incarnate demons, 
that the King and Court repeatedly, fancying them* 
selves in their clutches, felt their hair rising in one 
mass, a& if a gust of wind had forced its way into the 
apartment ; which often induced a simultaneous appli- 
eation of hands to allay ihe uproar. 

The parson, having sufliciently wron^tnp the &el« 
ings and sympathies of his audience, concluded hie 
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legendary oration with an irresistible appeal to the 
royal protection against the baneful consequences of 
misrepresentation — ^insinuating that, after all the pri- 
vations which they had endured, and the perils to 
which they had been subjected in testifying their 
loyalty to their sovereign, they might, through the 
withering influence of calumny, be ultimately deposed 
from their office, and deprived of the means of sustain- 
ing their lives, which had been so miraculously pre- 
served. 

The king, discovering no apparent symptoms of 
insanity in the applicants, graciously condescended to 
grant an act of indemnity in their favour ; declaring 
to be null and void all libels or indictments of any 
judicatory, civil or ecclesiastical, that might be pre- 
ferred against the parson and dominie of the town and 
parish of St Monance, for alleged indecorum, fama, 
or misdemeanour, purporting to have been committed 
by them, within twenty-four hours after the royal de- 
parture from Pittenweem ; and that they should be 
accordingly assoilzied by the judge or jury from every 
such charge as aforesaid, according to his Majesty's 
will and pleasure. 

Being thus secured beneath the royal umbrage from 
the dreaded explosion of that blackening tempest in 
which the two stipendiaries perceived themselves en- 
veloped, a lucid gleam of joyous satisfaction, on 
retiring from the presence of royalty, pervaded their 
bosoms ; but it was fleeting and transient as a glimpse 
of the Capricorn sun — ^for another species, of inquie- 
tude invaded their partially tranquillised souls, hurled 
reason from her glorious throne, and usurped dominion 
over the intellectual empire. The awkward circum- 
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stance of their having exchanged wives engendered 
the malignant spirit of jealousy, with all its fiendish 
retinue, which severed the cords of confidence, dis- 
solved the charm of fViendship, and rendered their 
homeward course a seene of vituperant quarrel, mutual 
accusation, and self-ciearing logic. Having arrived 
at the identical spot where they first discovered the 
white rabbit on the preceding night, they overtook 
their loving spouses, who, actuated by the same tor- 
menting spirit, were closed in desperate conflict. 
Their head-dresses, rent in shreds, lay scattered on the 
ground, their hair dishevelled, and their faces che- 
quered with crimson streaks, derived from talon wounds 
reciprocally inflicted. " Desist I" exclaimed thedominie. 
To whom his wife, with a slanting glance, responded, 
" Embrace yer concubine, ye rakish rooster." UpoB 
which the dominie favoured her with a box on the ear 
(for no dominie could ever stand opposition), which 
upset his jealous spouse, and efiectually produced a 
cessation of hostilities. The parson, peeping at fait 
time-piece, observed that the king's decree had well- 
nigh expired, and, again acting on the selfish principle, 
took leg-bail in silence, for fear of an accident ; whilst 
his wife, with a visage aping a fury, pursued baid in 
the reap, crying, " Stop, ye faithless fallow, and ttJt' 
yer lawful wife wi' ye t" so the domisie was left to 
collect the scattered fragments of his better half. And 
it may be added, that this untoward event proved the 
termination of their ht^pioess, social and domestic, 
for they never after could look upon each other with 
a friendly countenance. 

The theatre of these ludicrous eccentricities is said 
by some to have been anciently designated the Daft- 
hill, more recently converted into the Taftfaill, 
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Witch Maggie, though but newly initiated amongst 
the black classics of the infernal college, having suf- 
ficiently wreaked her vengeance on the devoted heads 
of her persecutors, now summoned all her malignant 
powers into active operation, in order to accomplish 
her fiendish desire upon her faithless seducer, which 
she ultimately effected in the following extraordinary 
manner; for ardent love, by treachery soured into 
hatred, surmounts every passion, and rages with un- 
quenchable fury. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

On a beautiful morning in June, when the whole 
creation seemed to rejoice under the enlivening radi- 
ance of the sun, Maggie, while engaged in her rural 
avocation, discovered her late paramour, with a lady 
in his arm, winding his way in the direction of St 
Monance, for the purpose of proceeding to the Isle 
of May. She followed him with the eyes of a basi- 
lisk, glancing deadly venom on the treacherous vic- 
tim of her insatiable malice, until she had fully ascer- 
tained his purpose of proceeding on an aquatic ex- 
cursion. Then, wailed on the pinions of a demon, 
she sped to Pittenweem, where she held a conference 
with Brown of the Braes, a noted warlock, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the witch squadron there, to whom 
she communicated her fatal design, and received in 
substance the following instructions: — Place a tub, 
brimful of water, in some unfrequented locality from 
which you can command a full view of the boat as 
she leaves the harbour ; then take a wooden caup, 
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and float it upon the surface about the centre of the 
tub, and whirl it seven times round (for seven was 
always considered a magical number), keeping your 
eyes all the while steadfastly fixed on the boat, and 
your heart on the design. And when you think that 
the boat has parted a sufficient distance from the 
shore, then whummel, or invert, the caup with a sud- 
den jerk, and you will see the accomplishment of your 
desire. 

Old Cowzie (for so was he nicknamed) having per- 
fected his pupil in this peculiar branch of Satanic eru- 
dition, bade her '< Deil speed." Then inflated with 
the fiendish prospect of being avenged on her faith- 
less seducer and the new object of his love, she was 
again transferred to St Monance, in a manner as rapid 
as it was mysterious ; for, though she was visible at 
Pittenweem and again visible at St Monance in a 
trice, yet nobody perceived her in the intervening 
distance. She prepares ^nd adjusts the apparatus of 
enchantment with the speed and alacrity of a devil. 
The tub is eligibly situated and charged with the 
simple element, whilst the caup floats buoyant on its 
limpyi surface ; all is in readiness for the performance 
of the fatal incantation^ At length the heart of the 
witch bounds with a thrill of stygian transport, when, 
beyond the precincts of the harbour, she perceived 
the crazy bark spreading her flowing canvas to the 
auspicious breeze, which wafts the devoted victims to 
their impending doom. The crisis is now arrived. 
She whirls the caup on the placid surface of the water, 
which betrays immediate symptoms of agitation ; it 
bolls, and foams, and heaves like a caldron ; tossing 
the caup like an ill-fated vessel caught by a violent 
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tempest in the midst of the ocean — ^the serenity of 
the heavens becomes marred with accumalating clouds 
«-p-the wind veers by sudden transitions to all the points 
of the compass, and blows with intermitting gusts, 
involving the vigilant mariners in a maze of bewilder- 
ing perplexity. Old ocean, influenced by these dire 
forebodings, begins to curl her brows, and heave her 
billows, as if preparing to show an attitude of defi- 
ance. Guided by such prognostics, the seamen con- 
sult on the expediency of returning, and whilst on the 
very climax of their resolve, Maggie gives her caup 
the seventh whirl, and inverts it in the agitated water, 
when instantly the wind back-fills the sail, and the 
next moment presents the boat with her keel uppcfr- 
most* Maggie, flushed with the success of her cantrip, 
gave vent to an involuntary ebullition of malignant 
joy — '< There mak' yer bridal bed amang the crabs 
and paidles.** 

The mariners fortunately escaped by swimming to 
the shore, but the two lovers sank, and were only found 
the next day, at low water, locked in each other's 
arms. Tidings of this fatal catastrophe, with the 
rapidity of lightning, pervaded the entire district, 
and fell like a thunder-clap on^ the house of Elie. A 
thousand crania conceived a thousand conjectures, 
and a thousand tongues uttered a thousand versions 
of the marvellous subject ; and during the lapse of 
nine days (the usual existence of a district clamour), 
so completely engrossed were the pqwers of every 
tattler, that a blooming nymph might have been led 
to the hymeneal altar untainted by the foul breath of 
slander — a rare event. Unfortunately for Maggie, 
however, it so happened that her manceuvers, and her 
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ebullitioD of triumph were observed and noted. Her 
expression was handed round the aeighbouriiood (uid 
" a tale never tjnes i' the telling"), and as a snow-ball 
rolling down the steep of a mouotain rapidly iocreaseB 
in magnitude, so in like manner rolled and augmented 
the witch's unguarded expression, till it descended 
like a ponderous STalanche .upon her devoted head. 
At that period the parsixi patronised a private tale- 
bearer, who served the purpose of a local newspaper 
for all sorts of gossip, as courtships, quarrels, skul- 
duddery, with all the other parochial et cmUrai, 
And few parsons at the present day deny themselves 
this peculiar species of luxury. Through this medium, 
intelligence of Maggie's canp-cantrip reached the ears 
of his reverence, who, recollecting his own tulzie and 
hair-breadth escape, felt his bosom invaded by a 
shrewd sospicion that Maggie was anything but a 
canny subject ; and, having smoked the matter suf- 
ficiently, he perceived that evidence might be easily 
procured to effect her conviction, and thereby get rid 
of so dangerous an instrument. So, having cooled 
of'his Mondayish fever (a clerical epidemic for which 
various causes are assigned), he embarked \vith' vigour 
on an expiscatory expedition \ and eo dexterously did 
he manage the matter, that, ^unst Thursday, Maggie 
was arraigned at the bar of the sanhedrim, under the 
grave charge of being in compact with the Prince of 
DarknesS) by whom she had been guilty of fell deeds, 
and caused meikle dool and wonder in the neighbour- 
hood. Being sated with revenge, and now regardless 
of life, she pleaded guilty to the chai^^e — confessing 
the manner in which she became possessed of the 
familiar spirit, and for what purpose, as previously 
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adverted to in this tradition. The trial was conse-* 
quently short, the conviction easy, and the sentence 
divested of all dubiety, viz. : — That ane great pile of 
faggots be upbigget on the Kirk Hill the morrow morn- 
ing, after whilk she sail be forth brought an' laid 
thereon, where she sail suffer the pains of devouring 
fire in the face of the noontide sun of heaven, that all 
may take warning, and avoid sic like affinity, league, 
or compact with the wicked spirits of darkness. 
Meanwhile, two sergeants* shall watch her with 
eidence to prevent slumber and escape. 

Although the latter clause of Maggie's sentence 
may, at the present day, appear ambiguous and con- 
tradictory, yet in that age, so erudite in demonology, 
I it most certainly involved a very important precau- 

tion. The entire district was perfectly conversant 
with the tradition respecting Witch Grizzle of the 
fifteenth century ; who, having been found guilty of a 
fatal incantation, was condemned to expiate her guilt 
in the midst of the flaming faggots. But, during the 
interval which preceded the execution of the sentence, 
she was incautiously permitted to fall under the 
drowsy dominion of Morpheus ; and the very instant 
that her eyelids came in contact with each other, she 
vanished, with a sonorous noise, in the shape of a 
droning beetle ; and that insect is known by the title 
of the Deil's Horse to this day. Though Grizzie 
never after rendered herself visible in human shape, 
yet those who were mainly instrumental in procuring 
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♦Certain officials of the catchpole species, who, at that 
period, were annually appointed by the feuars, as con. 
seryators of the peace. — See Town's Charter. V* m 
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her condemnation vere constantly infested witti a 
droning noiae about their ears, whilst every action of 
their subsequent lives is said to have been governed 
by enchantment. And since this untoward event, no 
witch, after condemnation, was suffered to fall asleep. 
Poor Maggie was therefore watched with the utmost 
vigilance, the sergeants being stimulated in the dis- 
charge of their duty by a dread of future consequences. 
The process of watching was precisely in character 
with the barbarity of that superstitious, witch-ridden 
age. Whilst one of the guards, with a large sound- 
ing'hom, continued to assail her ears with intermitting 
blasts in rapid suocession, the other assiduously ap- 
plied the witch-goad,* in order to test her conscious- 
ness. To this strange ordeal was the ill-fated wretch 
subjected for nearly twenty-four hours, until the erec- 
tion of the fatal pile was completed. She was then 
brought forth pinioned, and extended on its summit ; 
when the beadle judiciously applied bis luut, and the 
whole combustible materials, in a little space, exhibited 
a moat stupendous and appalling conflagration. As 
a more minute description would but torture the feel- 
ings of a sensitive reader, we discreetly waive the 

'ilie pile being consumed, the beadle's next business 
was to scatter the ashes towards the four winds of hea- 
ven, and collect the fragments of the burnt bones 
which remained, and deposit tbem in the Brunt Laft, 

• This was a sort of wooden instrument somewhat in 
shape of a paddle, havingMho flat end stucli full of pins. 
This instrument was occasionally brought into collision 
with varioQa parte of her body, in order to keep the witch 
'vu>*ing, that sleep might be effectually preveDted. 
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to which allusioD is made in another section of this 
work. 

This is the last witch that is said to have suffered 
the flames in the territories of St Monance, though tra- 
dition teems with prodigious exploits performed by 
such characters long subsequent to this period. 

It may be observed, in conclusion, that the three 
ancient elbow-chairs which were placed on the Kirk 
Hill during the execution, and occupied by the civic 
authorities, are still in the Town-hall, and occupied by 
their successors on all judicial occasions. 



CHAPTER IX. 

AccoBBiNG to ancient tradition, the territory of Inve- 
rie, now St Monance, was, in the twelfth century, the 
favoured residence of a devout friar, who was peculiarly 
endued with the gift of healings foretelling events, 
and performing miraculous operations by a word or a 
touch. He was rudely habited in skins of tlie rein- 
deer, and his rough habiliments never seemed to un- 
dergo any apparent change. His manner of life was 
remarkable for its rigid austerity, as he never turned 
his eye towards the sun, nor permitted his enlivening 
beams to descend upon his person. Like the owl 
which nestled among the rafters of his domicile, he 
spurned the light, never rendering himself visible 
whilst the glorious luminary remained above the hori- 
zon, except in the devotional exercises of the Sabbath. 
His manner of subsistence was as mysterious as his 
life was rigid and austere ; for he enjoyed no cleri* 



cal benefice by law established, and hi 
temned every voluntary bonus — being si 
sively by the purveyance of a specially 
covey of ravens that constantly roosted 
trees in the immediate vicinity of his s 
tion. Such mysteries are still accepted 
entertained by those who delight to grt 
tic region of msrvels. 

This wonderful being resided tolut 
section of an antiquated chapel, or (as s 
vent, situated a little to the westward ol 
constructed after the similitude of a ci 
to the ancient practice. This bgillowei 
posed to have been erected about th€ 
eleventh century, by Malcolm III., i 
ration of that decisive victory achieved 
donians, by which the final expulsion 
from the kingdom of Scotland was comj 
Here was the recluse shaded from the a 
radiance of the summer's sun by the d: 
umbrage of aspiring elms, where the 
chanting their matins to the sweet auror 
their vespers to the setting aun, rebuki 
less world. Nor was the gloom of wi 
genial to the sombre constitution of hii 
the congregated billows of the German 
into rage by the frowning elements, 
vengeance on the shore, and lashed 
dwelling with their snowy foam, he 
slumber by the howl of the ruthless 
roared amongst the creaking boughs de 
foliage. 

Fame makes mention of d royal persi 
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in the East of Fife, who, in a martial campaign, had 
the misfortune to receive a poisoned arrow into some 
part of his body, to extract which the physicians 
deemed impracticable, and looked upon his recorery 
as hopeless. His majesty was brought in his carriage, 
under the cloud of night, to this human prodigy, who 
spaki} to the arrow, and it leaped out, and, stroking 
the festering wound with his hand, it was instantly 
healed. According to the coincident circumstances 
in this tradition, the royal personage is likely to have 
been David I., the ruins of whose castle are still 
visible within the royalty of the ancient burgh of 
Crail. 

Whence this friar proceeded, or how he obtained a 
settlement here, has not been ascertained. He is said, 
however, to have been bom in Scotland, and his pro- 
phecies chiefly refer to that particular section of the 
British Empire. A few of these, transmitted tradi* 
tionally, as were the songs of Ossian, through a long 
descent of ages, are here subjoined :-^ 

1. The Church of Rome shall wax and wane^ 
And time shall see her wax again. 

2. Eyes yet unformed shall days of darkness see, 
When prayer 'a a crime, and praise shall treason be. 

3. One creed shall fatten on a sacred broil, 
Another, yearning o'er the captur'd soil, 
Shall bilk the spoilers and enjoy the spoil. 

4. The furbished sword shall run its bloody raoe 

Till Tweed's green banks each other shall embrace. 

5. An age succeeds when vice shall brave the light, 
And virtue, trembling, court the shades of night. 
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& Id Altars time, beneath jon globing ikios, 
A world nnknowb anidst Ibe Toid (ball riM, 
Portraying Tirtue in a, fictiooB guise. 

7. An age of wonders shall in time appear — 
That which ia dark shall Bcienc» render dear, 

And distant regions be attracted near. 

8. Twiit might and right shall burst a sweeping flood, 
And Forth 'b pure waters shall be tinged with blood. 

Wliether these predictions be in their order, or what 
they refer to, ia not here stated — they being merely 
given as gleanings ; and their exposition is left 
entirely tg the judgment and discretion of the reader. 

The departure of this friar was no less mysterious 
thaD his advent and manner of life. The sable 
curtains of night had enclosed that fraction of time 
intituled Hallowe'en, when, according to common 
fame, the infernal sqaadrons desert their pandemooium 
and stalk the earth, or float in the regions of the at- 
mosphere, concealed in their own invisible gloom. 
The air, losing its equilibrum, rushed with all the 
resistless impetuosity of a raving hurricane ; the 
excited ocean, heaving its stupendous billows, roared, 
and foamed, and daebed with fury on the rugged 
shore ; fantastic streams of 6re flashing through the 
sackcloth of heaven illumed the black concave, and 
exhibited the horror of the gloom more appalling. 
Not a sound was heard amidst the jarring of elements, 
save the doleful blood -chilling scream of the fell fore- 
boding owl, apprised of the impending disaster. The 
tempest having exhausted its malign inHuence on the 
objects beneath, the spring of the morning but partially 
revealed the ravages of the night. The 



68 HISTOBT OP ST MONANCE. 

unroofed, its walls shattered, and the stately elms 
thrown prostrate, but no trace of the hoary oracle 
ever after appeared ; and the current belief was, that 
the kelpies had made a seizure of him, and carried 
him to their dread residence, which was in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood. The convent being thus 
deserted, became the sole territory of the owls and 
bats, and continued in ruins until the reign of David 
IL, about the beginning of the fourteenth century. 



CHAPTER X. 

King David, being apprised of a miraculous cure per- 
formed on one of his predecessors by a friar, who 
resided in Inverie, visited the place, and erected the 
presently existing church on the ruins of the Friar's 
Chapel, in commemoration of the miracle. This 
church was served by St Monan, who was formerly 
introduced, and the humble cave where he was domi- 
ciled, still in existence, is now converted into a lodg- 
ing for cows, and is situated near to the church — a 
small river intervening affording a supply of water to 
the major part of the inhabitants. 

The inhabitants of St Monan ce were under the most 
absolute serfship to the Baron of Newark, from whom 
they held their feudal tenures ; and when any dispute 
arose between him and his neighbours, the war-horn 
was sounded, and the whole effective vassals simulta- 
neously rallied round the standard of their lord, to 
receive his commands and execute his orders, whether 
to offend or defend. When a defensive proclamation 



was issued, the fishiDg operations trere Huspended, 
every boat being occupied ia cairyiog durable mate- 
rials from distaat quarters, to fortify and secure any 
accessible point that might facilitate a hostile invasion 
of the iHu-ouial residence. 

The erection of the church by King David 11. was 
a most laborious undertaking in a district so thinly 
peopled, there having been a hundred and fifly men 
employed, inoliiding mechanics, labourers, boatmen,^ 
cartmen, and superintendents — much of the material 
was carried by sea ia creers, or lai^ boats, of rude 
workmanship, partly covered with a deck, under cover 
of which the crew victualled and slept. The erection 
of the sacred edifice commenced with much apparent 
solemaity in the thirteenth, and was completed and 
consecrated by St Monan in the fourteenth year of 
the s^d moDarch's reign. It represented the form of 
a cross, and consisted of four aisles, witli gables, di- 
rected to the cardinal points of the compass, and sfiU 
exbibits as fine and substantial a specimen of ancient 
architecture as tiie eye can possibly behold ; the west 
aisle, however, has long since disappeared, and now 
forms part of the burial ground. In this hallowed con- 
venticle, St Monan esercised his clerical functions 
upwards of 30 years, leading a life of austerity and 
seclusion from tiie world. He died about the end of 
the fourteenth century, and was interred in the east 
aisle of the church with solemn pomp — the whole dis- 
trict being collected thither by the exhibition of the 
■able ensign and sound of the funeral trumpet. This 
church, built by royal authority, still continues in pa- 
tronage of the Crown. 

Abercrombie and St Monance, at this period, formed 
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two distinct parishes, and it was not till a period con- 
siderably subsequent that the union of the parishes 
was effected. 

In consequence of the dilapidated condition of the 
church of Abercrombie, a treaty was entered into 
with the inhabitants of St Monance (being by far the 
most numerous body) that the minister should hold 
his manse at Abercrombie and preach in St Monance, 
the feuars thereof binding themselves to uphold the 
church. The parishes were therefore united with the 
full consent of all parties. 

The pier or eastern bulwark, which forms the har- 
bour, was erected about the middle of the fifteenth 
century, by the Baron of Newark, aided by the vassals 
and tenantry within his jurisdiction, which operation 
occupied a space of nearly two years. This bulwark 
was very imperfect at first, but greatly improved in 
the beginning of the sixteenth century ; about the 
latter end of which, the pier was extended to the north- 
ward — ^the sea having made such inroads as to compass 
the pier at spring tides, preventing communication. 
At this period the principal alehouse or tavern was 
kept by Grizzle Miller, in which the Lord of the 
Manor used to regale himself when his presence was 
required in town. 

St Monance was erected into a free burgh of barony 
by charter from Sir William Sandilands of Newark, 
dated 1622, which provides that three bailies and a 
treasurer be elected yearly, by the special advice and 
consent of the superior — the electoral power being 
vested in the feuars — the bailies possessing the pri- 
vilege of nominating an indefinite number of council* 
lors to aid them in their deliberations. During the 
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whole of the sevcDteenth century the couDcil ~ 
were subscribed by the superior. 

The said charter conveys to the present 
council, feuara, and inhabitants, their heirs and 
sors, " All and haill our foresaid haven and 
of St Monance, with all and sundry the c 
anchorages, profits, privileges, casualties, an 
modities of the same our haven whatsoever 
ing, or that may or can be known to appertain 
with the haill customs of the fairs of said tow 
all and sundry the common loans, gaits, wynt 
nels, and common passages, with all other pi 
connected herewith ; together with a common 
taining upwards of 13 imperial acres," and 
other portions of land — some of which, thro' 
culpable negligence of the magistrates and ap 
the feuars, have been captured by ambitious 
duals, or suffered to relapse into the possessioi 
superior, as the charter clearly shows. The 
fairs are held in March, July, and SeptemI 
site whereof has been from time immemo 
vacant ground on the South Street, extendii 
the Broad to the Narrow Wynd, but, like all oti 
along the coast, they have of late dwindled 
mere shadow. These are the privileges and 
tages conveyed by the charter, and, in ret 
which, this charter also provides that the con 
of St Monance, their heirs, &c., do pay to i 
William Sandilands, &c., " the sum of ten 
usual money of Scotland yearly, together w 
herrings for ilk drave-boat that pays assize 
in our said town of St Monance, and that j 
any one of the draves ; and for ilk boat passii; 
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Lentrone great lines, withia the Scots Firth, atie keel- 
ing (t. e. cod) and aae bannock fluke (i. e. rone or 
turbot), or aae fish as good as ane bannock fluke 
yearly, if the same bees gotten confonn to use and 
wont ; and also for every bark, ship, creer, of our said 
tovrn, that saibi to the Isles in winter, being above 
half loadened, one harrel of sufficient weeUmade her- 
rings, and being but half or within half loadened, to 
pay half a barrel sufficient herrings at their return- 
ing from the foresaid fishings, in name of feu-farm." 
" And, iiirther, the community of St Monance, their 
heirs, &c-, shall be holden and astricted to repair, 
beet, and uphold the kirk and kirkjard dykes of St 
Monance in timber, slate, lime, and glass, sufficiently, 
as effeirs, in all time coming." And go strict was their 
adherence to the letter of the law that, during a whole 
summer, the principal door of the kirk stood open 
during divine service for want of a latch, because it 
was composed of iron, which they were not bound to 
supply; but winter coming on, the kirk-session was 
convened, and a latch supplied at their expence. Till 
of late, there was no bell in the steeple, but this de- 
ficiency was made up by one suspended from a tree 
in the chur::hyard. This bell was regularly taken 
down during the herring-Ashing season, it being d- 
leged by the oracle that the sound of the bell terrified 
and scared away the fish. On one occasion, however, 
this precaution was oBiitted, and the beadle com- 
menced ringing the bell as usual, when the whole in- 
habitants of the Xethertown rushed simultaneously 
from their domiciles, as if the town had been in flames, 
ran furiously forward to the churchyard, threw the 
beadle over the wall, broke down the tree, and dashed 
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the bell in pieces; and siDce th&t period, up to the 
niDeteentii century, the beadle stood at the church 
door, ringing a. hand-bell, to sigalf; that public wor- 
ship was about to coDimeDce. 

This species of superstition received on this oo- 
casioQ considerable circumstantial support ; for, before 
Monday, the fish, as it frequently hi^ipens, had shifted, 
and there was no take. The conduaion immediately 
Wis, that the infernalsi ever inteot on mischief, being 
insulted by the kirk bell, had gratified their malice by 
carrying off the herrings or warping the nets in a 
spell. This was a new light in which their oracle re- 
ceived the unfortunate affair, being more expert than 
bis neighbours in the scieoce of demon ology. 



CHAPTER XI. 



About the period when tbe charter was granted, these 
were five or six creere that ^led regularly from this 
port to the Orkney isles, in prosecution of the winter 
herring-fish iog. £ach crew consisted <^ ten expert, 
aUe-bodied men— Jndispenfiable qualifications for such 
a preoarioas enterprise. Ban-els and sidt w«re carried 
along with them, and they lodged, victualled, aud 
cured their herrings in their own vessels. The smaller 
boats remained at home, prosecuting the haddock 
fishing, and attratting to tbe Leutrwe great lines, in 
the capture of cod, to supply the place of flesh dur- 
)Bg the season of Lent. WJten any of the boats be- 
longing to the latter class came in from the iishiag, 
the whole quantity of fiah was Uud out upon the pier 



beacb, where they were divided as equally as pos- 
le into as many Ehares as there were men in the 
it, aad one more for the boat itself. Then, in 
er to prevetit any cause of murmar respecting the 
I or fancied inequality of the Bhares (or deals, ac- 
ding to the current phraseology), one of the crew, 

rotation, was hoodwinked with his bonnet, and 
en the skipper laid bis hand upon any of the shares 
1 cried " Wha taks this P" his random answer was 
itisfactory decision. The hoodwinked being, how- 
r, has been known to make a peep-hole in his 
met, and, when the best share was to be disposed 

he was sure to call out " Mine." Powerful are 

workings of the selfish principle in the human 
rt, and wonderful are the stratagems it will devise 
lecure its gratification I 

^en money was to be divided, the crew were 
ivened, and the skipper placed upon the table a 
je wooden caup or platter, containing the whole 
1 ; it was then doled round in shares, in the same 
nner as were the fish ; and when finished, if by any 
ihap all bad not the same number of pieces, the 
ole was again thrown back into the caup for a fresh 
ision. This process sometimes occupied a whole 
iter's night before all were satisfied. This method 
division is still had recourse to in the absence of 
mtific light. The operation is called " counting 

sculls," in allusion to the name of the wicker 
kets in which they carry their fishing lines. On 
le extraordinary occasions, a proper adjustment of 
sculls could not be cifected without the interposi- 
I'of the parish clergyman ; but the spirit of jeal- 
y crept in, engendering suspicion that the parsoa 
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bad exemplified ia some measure the tactics of the 
monkey in the division of the cat's cheese, and the 
practice has consequently been long since abandoned. 

Friday is ominous of evil, and no enterprise can 
succeed which commences on that day — a tradition 
being still in existence that St Monan perished on 
Friday in a conflict with the malignant spirits. These 
superstitious ideas are, however, gradually declining, 
although a considerable remnant is still visible. The 
tolbooth for the administration of justice, as directed 
by charter, was edified and up-bigget about the year 
1630, under the superintendence of the superior, the 
site whereof being an unfeued property granted by 
him. Previous to this, as well as during a whole cen- 
tury subsequent, the bailies were bound to attend a 
court held at Newark three times a year, and that, too, 
without summons or warning. All appeals from the 
judgment of the bailies were taken to these periodical 
courts, and by which laws were also enacted for the 
regulation of the newly created burgh, and from this 
court there was no appeal. Laws such as these were 
enacted : — " If ony of our feuars sail speak disrespect- 
fully or uproarious to any of our bailies, he sail for 
ilk siclike offence be amerced in the sum of four 
pounds Scots." Good were it for the town if this law 
ha4 still been acted upon. Again, <* Sail ony feuar or 
inhabitant purchase bread frae ony baxter out o' the 
toun, provided he can be as cheap saired in the toun^ 
he sail be fined three pounds Scots for ilk- like offence, 
that trade may prosper in our ain toun.*' 

About the middle of the seventeenth century, bul- 
warks were first erected on the south side of the town, 
under the direction of the superior, to prevent the 
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sea from making inroads upon the feuars' houses, it 
having for some years progressed so rapidly that dan- 
ger became apparent. The expense of this undertak- 
ing was defrayed partly from the town's funds and 
partly by voluntary subscription, encouraged and 
aided by the superior, who seemed to take a deep in- 
terest in the welfare of his vassals. The expense of 
the tolbooth was defrayed in the same manner. Dur- 
ing a terrific hurricane which happened about the 
year 1682, the arms of the windmill formerly men- 
tioned burst asunder their fastenings and commenced 
their revolutions with fearful impetuosity, bidding de- 
fiance to every restraint attempted by those who had 
the superintendence-^ the machinery soon became hot 
in consequence of the violent friction produced, and, 
in a very little time, the mill was enveloped in flames, 
which continued to rage till the whole edifice was to- 
tally demolished. The miller accounted to the supe- 
rior for this destructive accident, by stating that an 
uncanny wife in the Upper Town had given up the 
ghost that night, and the foul spirits were, in conse- 
quence, all astir, having ^* business on their hand,'* 
signifying, at the same time, that there would be no 
peace in the elements till she was yirded, and the 
sooner the better. After this event there was a water- 
mill erected on the south running stream, a little north- 
east of the kirk, which continued to work during the 
space of a hundred years or thereby, when it was al- 
lowed to fall under the corroding hand of time. About 
this period, the Upper Town began gradually to merge 
into the Nether, and towards the termination of the 
eighteenth century not a vestige of it remained, the 
plough having completely passed over it. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
It has frequently been observed that circumstances, in 
themsetves apparently trivial and insignificant, have 
been instrumental in effecting much good, or much 
evil, both to individuals and communities. 

About the beginning of the eighteenth century, a 
waudering mendicant carrying an infant boy arrived 
in St Monance at nightfall. Some of the inhabitantx 
took pily on her for the infant's sake, and afforded her 
hospitable entertainment. This woman, whom we 
shall name Fauperri ma, remained in the town, earning 
subsistence for herself aud son by teazing oakum and 
spinning hemp. The boy grew up to manhood under 
the freehooting principles of Via mother, and totally 
destitute of that moral training so eminently calcu- 
lated to make good membere of society. He was em- 
ployed by Lord Newark in a herring- curing specula- 
tion, which afibrded scope to his evil propensities. 
He ingeniously managed to fill up the barrels in the 
centre with sand from the sea beach, which enabled 
him to pocket more than half the price of the herrings. 
Of this device his lordship was perfectly innocent, for 
who but an adept in crime could ever have conceived 
such a stratagem P The herrings being brought to 
market, the fraud was discovered — bis lordship was 
arrested and subjected to durance vile in the tower of 
London, where he is said to have died of a broken 
bearL This untoward event acted as a damper to the 
kindly feelings and disinterested zeal for the welfare 
of St Monance hitherto manifested by the 
Newark — for, though the town, as a commi 
Ko share id this vUlaoous transaction, yet, b 
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cimeD of fraud and treachery within its precincts wa9 
well calculated to inspire the mind with disgust. The 
periodical courts were discontinued, and the manage- 
ment of the town left solely in the hands of the bailies 
— a leet of whom being still sent to the mansion- 
house of the supenor for his approval on the day pre- 
ceding the annual election. 

This pest of society escaped without corporeal pun- 
ishment, and from appearance it may be inferred 
that his seared mind was incapable of feeling. His 
wife, whatever was her character otherwise, seems to 
have possessed the principle of fidelity to her husband 
in an eminent degree. In consequence of his foul 
deed he was haunted by the executors of the law, 
and necessitated to secret himself; and his wife, 
notwithstanding the threatened vengeance of the law 
upon her devoted head, most tenaciously refused to 
give any information respecting him. She was seized 
and incarcerated, and, according to the tradition of 
that rude age, condemned to make three circuits round 
the cross of Edinburgh, in a state of entire nudity — 
which punishment she is said to have undergone. 
This great globe which we inhabit may again suspend 
fbr a period its revolutions, or reverse its diurnal mo- 
tion, but real conjugal fidelity, irrespective of the 
characters in which it exists, is inflexible as the ada- 
mantine rock, and immoveable as the basis of the 
mountains. 

It happened that the son of Pauperrima going out 
of his house -one night, mysteriously disappeared, and 
the most inquisitorial search after him proved ineffec- 
tual. This wonderful event was readily accounted 
fbr, by the oracle suggesting that he had encountered 
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a witch dance, and been carried captive to Satan'a ii 
viaiUe world. He returned, howeve 
of fonrteen days, but the purport o; 
continued a profound aecret, though 
he was not building kirlcB. He died 
fering, plundering life, for, to use the 
fish that came in bis net; and an 
similar, reigned in his stead, as ripe 
ever bis predecessor was ; for, by a ] 
of manners, he managed to gull i 
feuu-a into a belief of his extreme an 
fare of the town, and they deemed it 
him to a distinguished place in its ii 
ment— thus affording him many foe 
ing his ambitious plundering purposf 
Why is the vacant ground in certain 
occupied by buildings ? Why are 
vileges of the former inhabitants con* 
property ? Where stands record 
chargeable on such grants ? By 
town's records mutilated, and for whi 
such questions be addressed to the t 
who have numbered nearly twice - 
doubt exists of the charge being broi 
high otBciid. During his reign (for 
Mooanoe), the ^irit of infidelity b< 
its^f in the town amongst a small sec 
vith this official at their head. To 
dels was attributed the sacrilegious 
Relief Church in Pittenweem, thonf 
tn^sactian was never, by judicial tri 
> to them. 

There is a curious tradition in co 
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circumstance, by which it appears that those reckless 
beings had seated themselves on a greensward near 
the sea side, betwixt St Monance and Pittenweem, 
where they proceeded to discuss the sacramental wine. 
One of them poured out a quantity of the liquor on 
the ground in a circular manner, within the circum- 
ference of which they rioted in all the blasphemous 
wickedness that their evil hearts could conceive, say- 
ing, in derision, that the devil dare not enter the circle. 
This infidel ring is green when all is withered, and 
withered when all is green. Naturalists may visit it, 
and account for the phenomenon if they can. Many 
became contaminated by the doctrines assiduously dis- 
seminated by the blasphemers, and the juins of their 
system are still apparent in the town. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

About the end of the eighteenth century, a sectarian 
spirit manifested itself in the town-~a small body of 
Seceders united together and erected a Secession 
chapel of considerable splendour and magnitude, with 
two fine Gothic windows in front, which gave a dig- 
nified exterior appearance to the sacred edifice. Un- 
fortunately, however, for this small body, their church 
happened to be founded on waste ground undermined 
by the working of coal; consequently, after the 
building was nearly completed, the foundation gave 
way, and the walls were rent from top to bottom. 
This proved a damper to their zeal, but not an extin- 
guisher, for the work of pulling down and rebuilding 
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commenced, and was carried on to the 
much spirit and activity. 

This accident was not attributed to 
but to Satanic agency) and the blam< 
matter was fixed upon an old woraun 
immediate neighbourhood. She lost 
giving her half-a-crown, they took he 
building, and asked her to say, " Gix 
Gillies, the parish minister, visited thii 
when being finished, and, looking in 
architect, " What's this you're doing, ^^ 
makin' a sharpin'slajie, Sir," was the i 
that opposition would put a keener ed 
blislied clergy. William's sharpiog'S 
did not exist twenty years, when it wai 
a dwellinghouse, which is presently OC' 
families. 



CHAPTER XrV. 



About sixty years ago, the illicit an 
dangerous traffic of smuggling was ca 
quuler to a vast extent, the subterranei 
the Castle of Newark afibrding ample 
enterprise, as they were accessible fi 
In this precarious speculation, the b« 
pest figured in a most prominent man 
tiroes with considerable success, thou: 
outdone by the vigilance of the excii 
very lucky expedient, however, suggei 
mind, which he put into action with pc 
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he was reckless of all save his own personal safety, a 
belief in his non-existence being the extent of his creed. 
The most remote idea of ghosts and apparitions has 
never failed to infuse appalling terror into the timid 
mind warped in the toils of superstition ; and thus, by 
an ingenious imposition on the credulity of the age in 
which he lived, these imaginary bugbears were ren- 
dered subservient to the furtherance of his contraband 
traffic. As smuggling excursions were generally con- 
ducted during the silence of night — a season wherein 
the visual organs of man are most apt to be deceived, 
and the ears most susceptible of sound — this smug- 
gling prodigy, before entering on his nocturnal expe- 
dition, took special care to have certain of his accom- 
plices habited in snow-white garments, and disposed 
in several directions, sustaining the character and 
acting the part of ghosts, wandering to and fro, having 
no fixed aim or destination. They took particular 
care, however, to guard every point that was acces- 
sible to the scene. In consequence of these artificial 
spectres, terror and dismay were disseminated over 
the entire district ; and who was so intrepid as to 
hazard a visit to Newark after nightfall, however 
urgent his business ? And many a fond lover, returning 
from the scene of transport and delight, cherishing in 
his soul the sweet image of his goddess, and the more 
than expressive ardour of the parting embrace, has 
been suddenly aroused from his Elysian reverie by 
the dash of a ghost upon his vision ; and, with the 
swiftness of the stag, has reached his home with erect 
hair carrying his bonnet, and covered with a cold 
sweat. The officers of excise, though vested with 
royal authority and commissioned to defeat the pur- 
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poKi of smugglerB, were not gbost-proof more than 
others, but were seen Bcampering from the very scene 
of action, feeling noways inclined to make a seizure of 
such spirits as these, they not being included in the 
excise tariff, and through their medium the Hollands 
and Cognac were in perfect security. 

" Ere science dawned on Scotia's plains, 

And forth her radiance ponrcd — 
When legend lore posaesacd the reins. 

And mental darkness lowered — 
Man from hii shadow trembling fled. 

That, demon-like, pnrsned ; 
Or faiatad in his qnaking dread. 

When first the spectre viewed." 



CHAPTER XV. 

By the ceaseless revolutions of time, so vast is the 
change that is frequently effected on the aspect of 
surrounding objects, as to place them beyond the 
recognizance of intelligent mortals to whom they were 
once familiar ; and, in connexion with this fact, it may 
be observed that, in our devious wanderings and aim- 
less glances uver the diversified aspect of the globe, 
ever subject to the transforming influence of vicissi- 
tude, the excursive eye is sometimes arrested by the 
obtrusion of a particular demesne shadowing forth its 
own importance by little features of magnificence and 
a disUnguished title. But, after minute investigation, 
we find it impossible to discover in the external 
appearance the leaat shade of affi-"~ *--■---' "-- 
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ol^ect itself and the peculiar name by vhicb it is 
yclepL This naturally excites the predominant 
paasion of curiosity, arouses the prying spirit of 
inquiry, and imparU a new impulse to the physical 
energin. The time-worn, unintelligible records of 
ages, Inng since burled down the dark aTenue of 
oblivion, are carefully ransacked ; but the research 
proves fmitlesB, and the same imperviaiu veil still 
envelops tbe subject. Whilst the chilling damp of 
disappointment is exercising its frigid influence on the 
intellectual system, the prospect is brightened by our 
chance contest with tbe justly acknowledged patriarch 
of the district, whose receding eyes still radiate 
intelligence, while the lucid beams of expression 
harmoniously blend with the deep furrows of age 

_.u:_u .1. us. _i j_ gy jjijg gpeating record, 

ition, ages, with their events 
ocean of chaos, are recalled 
, by exhibiting the past, the 
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Ets the apparent incon^uities 
ect of sfiain in the present 
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be recognized as an index to a populous eity, then 
every passenger is duly apprised of his approximation 
to a busy haunt of men ; for that aspiring church 
appendage, on account of its lofty situation and 
towering altitude, thrusts its spiky summit into the 
eye of every stranger, however indifferent. 

But barren, indeed, must that desert be where no 
refreshing oasis relieves the unbroken sterility of the 
scene. Immediately on the east of the principal 
entrance to the town appears the external semblance 
of magnificence, casting, as it were, a frown of scorn 
on the humble cottages beneath. The features of this 
magnificence consist of a modern mansion of fashion- 
able construction, encompassed by a wall, and shaded 
by a skirting of trees. This demesne is distinguished by 
the title of the Dove-cot Hill. Now, as no hill is visible, 
and no vestige of a dove-cot appears — ^whence the 
name ? Recourse inust be had to the tradition con- 
nected therewith. During the sanguinary contests in 
which Scotland and the sister kingdom, previous to 
their auspicious union in 1706, were frequently em- 
broiled, this sequestered district appears not to have 
been wholly exempted either from the terrors of inva- 
sion, the carnage of war, or the glories of victory. 
And, at that period, it was customary to raise up 
earthen mounds, or artificial hills, of considerable 
magnitude, either to commemorate brilliant achieve- 
ments, to serve the purpose of observatories or of de- 
fensive positions. Some of these mounds are still 
visible in the vicinity of Ardross Castle, about a mile 
to the westward of St Monance ; and on this Identi- 
cal spot one of these peculiar memorials of antiquity 
is said to have outlived the seventeenth century. In 
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tioD, she gaped and gaied with eyes and mouth 
extended to the pitch of delirium. After wa awful 
pause, Bhe burst into an invtdunlary muttering, " Gude 
preserve 's frae a' skaith I what i' the warld can that 
be ?" Then, veering her eyes towards the basket, she 
perceived, or imagined, that the contents moved. 
Eotranced and motionless, as if rivetted to the earth, 
she stood locked in the trammels of amazement gazing 
on the object of terror, and the more the panic in- 
creased, the more confused and unfaithful became the 
oi^ns of vision, till she actually fancied that the basket 
itself possessed inherent motion, and was making 
rapid advances on her position. She bawled out to 
her niece, with many intervening digressions, " Kitty 
(voud ye, Sautan !) — Kitty (voud ye, Sautan 1) — . 
Kitty, bring the haly beuck, for here's naething less 
than the foul 6end (voud ye, Sautan 1)" Kitty, all 
quaking and in breathless haste, appears in her shift 
carrying an open Bible in her hand ; and, in the midst 
of this hubbub, the shrill cry of an infant proceeds 
from the basket, when the magazine of accumulating 
terrors which the old lady's t>osom involved exploded 
in a tremendous skirl, which made way for returning 
trahquillity, " Lord be wi' 's, lassie, it's a bairn."^ 
" Will 't be a fairy i" — " Nae fear, haud ye the beuk." 
Here the old lady elevates the basket to the top of a 
table, removes the covering, and brings forth, habited 
is rich apparel, a tine female child, recently introduced 
into this inhospitable world ; and, on fariher exami- 
nation, the vessel was found likewise to contain a 
bundle of superior clothing, and a small beg of gold, 
properly secured. " In a' the wide warlt what can 



BISTOKT OF ST MONANCE 

ca't yer ain. Ye needDa scunner, for I 
nae common gyte, but the trick o' a la 
the matter rested for the night. 

On the morrow, the lord of the mant 
grinationa, visited the domicile of Gri: 
quently did in the way of amusement ; 
a hoaae of public resort, she was convi 
the remarkable events occurrent in ( 
neighbourhood — as the launch of a ere 
of a sturgeon, or the adventure of Tom 
by the deceitful influence of spunkle, an 
Lochies, with do other solace in his d 
save the parting embrace of his love in 
branoe twining round his heart; but t 
basket, on the present occasion, coDsti 
total of the landlady's budget, to whii 
with intense interest, though as mystei 
was the conflagration of Rome to the I 
" It's a bonnie, fair-skinned wean, si 
betide it ; an' nae that unlike yerael', if 
i' the merriligoes." " Wlsht, wisht, 
surely daft." " Na, sir, am nae that t 
has the vera twa black een o' ye." " (< 
nonsense ; bring us a bicker o' yilU" 
things meikle waur may come to ane's 
warlt-like wean." 

Grizzle, being literally transported 
innocent, evinced extreme solicitude fi 
from danger, visible and invisible ; for, 
her vigilance in averting accidents : 
causes, she had ingeniously concealed. 
Ha inner garments, a huge lammer beat 
for its mystic virtues in repelling the i 
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lions of fairy influence, Bupposed to have been often 
exercised upon these defenceless beings. This peculiar 
mist of superstition the nineteenth century, with all 
its blaze of scientific light, hafi not yet been able to 
dispel. Under these circumstances the changeful 
wheels of time continued their silent reyolutions — the 
seasons revolved in regular succession, and the little 
mysterious foundling increased in age, stature, and 
beauty — the admiration of all withia, the sphere of 
her attraction ; showing, at the same time, early and 
evident proofs that the straight line of virtue was the 
path whieh she delighted to tread. But fair and 
lovely flowers often appear to disadvantage by reason 
of the shadowy foliage and rankling twigs by whidt 
they are interwoven, and unsullied virtue^ in its 
brightest lustre, is often obscured by its unpropitious 
situation, or shaded and chequered by unseemly foibles 
which attach to it. At this period it was fashiona)>le 
amongst the females here to wear their garments less 
full and flowing than in the present age ; handsome 
.feet and ancles, undisguised by art, were esteemed no 
inconsiderable feature of beauty ; and the practice ot 
walking barefoot during the greater part of the year 
was so prevalent that our mysterious eleve, by the 
potent influence of example, contracted a most de- 
cided aversion to the use of shoes or stockings, so 
that, in consequence of this odd conceit, she acquired 
for herself a liferent title of the Barefoot Beauty, 
and tradition knows her by no other nam«. Seven* 
teen years had well nigh elapsed since the astounding 
delivery of Grizzle'ii memorable basket, and she anti-* 
cipated with pleasurable feelings the annual celebra- 
tion of that eventful night ; and, as a novel species of 
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entert^Dinent for her distinguished gue 
joyous flccasioii) she had been presented I 
iug nephev vith a pound of tea, which 
dedicated to this festival as a crowning r 
as this luxury had been but recently intr 
Britain) the manner in which it should 
presented a real tiordiaa knot to the anoi 
But having always enjoyed a high characi 
ing kail) she resolved not to be baffled wil 
fat^led by-thinjt — bo on goes the pot, « 
the pound of tea, with a sutKcient quantit 
for, as she justly observed, it would ret 
deal of boiling. In her casual appliance 
stirring tkeel, she perceived a gradual ezpa 
leaves, which inspired her with a toweri 
self gratulation on account of tlie perfecl 
her tea-cooking experiment. The artist w 
petent to comprehend in one grasp evei 
his design so as to perceive the end frum th< 
has often to grapple with serious unforei 
ties in the esecution ; and, in a variety c 
the entire undertaking results in a total it 
so with Grizzle — for, perceiving that the U 
itself beyond the capacity of the pot, s 
changed her purpose t and supposing it 
sodden, she poured out the liquor (whi< 
feised, had a fearfu' colour)) and added a 
tion of butter, spice, and minced onions, 
novel stew to emit a rare flavour. A lil 
the fiery influence having completed the 
elevated to the most dignified place on 
board, followed by a gusty haggis, a pi[ 
abouts, and a Sowing flaggon of ate. No 
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who IB conversant with the bustle, the turmoil and 
bich figure ia the prelude to a fashionable 
lent, will readily sympathize with the toil- 
eas, if she rest her crazed bones and dis- 
1 the etiquette of saluting the guests on their 
)r, in her own phraseology, she had waggit 
)re the hale day like the wanrest of a knock, 
substitute, in strides Uncle Bob, the oracle, 
of sufficient elasticity in the mainspring of 
nachiaery to salute all the rest. His whole 
>Dsisted of Whispering Kate, his better 
ed eares' dropper, in whom were combined 
,miable qualities that fancy may conceive to 
ich a character. Her thirst for news was 
and many a dark inclement night found 
ing at the window of her neighbours, in 
ratify that Athenian propensity ; and, as her 
ttions were generally of an illicit nature, 
always conveyed in a whisper, while her 
ted over her right and left shoulder alter- 
: any stranger should approach — thence the 
)ering Kate. And though admitted here as 
r peculiar principles rendered her so ob' 
the estimation of the old hostess, that she 
kened her door. Now these constitute the 
' the party ; the rest, though equal in the 
Listence, hold no conspicuous elevation on 
Dg tower of fame. 

I Bob, finding himself securely brought to 
canvass, felt his heart bounding on the 
nticipatioD as gaily as ever his well-trimmed 
ed her prow on the stupendous waves of the 
Ltic ; and now and then be cast a slanting 



glance on the full flagon — for, as such 
rare occurrence, he entertained the desi 
his old clay to good purpoae. There 

for starting, he draws his wrinkled hs 
beat visage, and speers the blessiufi 
manner ; then whacks out to all and 
every dish before he tastes it, but pat 
for he had acquired a peculiar knack 
was nut long before Bob had two re 
sail ; and the viands being dii^posed c 
self perfectly at home, and in full | 
garrulous faculties. " Why, my soul 
know I've seen a good deal of servicei 
tar yet. 'Twas just t'other day, as 
swing for a lubber who couldn't do it 
veering my head a point or two, I es 
as I supposed by the cut of his canvas 
in the offing. He hauled his wind, a 
alongside. ' Well, Bob,' says he, ' 
along in this rough world, where the 
ups and downs ?' ' Why, Sir,' says 
nage to keep a bold stern to windwai 
the halyards in squally weather, and k 
out ahead. This world ain't so bad t 
live all my days in't, were't not for si 
deck lubbers, who are always forem 
and will neither hand, reef, nor steer, 
take a spell at the pump. My troth, 
sides on't ; for, d'ye see, it turns rou 
gig, and yet one's bead is always 
pause, a draught of the ale, and a sma 
ferlie, Sir,' says I (for he gloured like 
kelpie). * Heave ahead. Bob,' says . 
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saya I, ' a wheen years of aea-service is better than 
BOtne half-dozen dominies ; and if ye'd bronked aa 
many Bouth-westers, pulled as many halyards, reefed 
aa many topsails, and had as meikle sea-water dashed 
i' yer teeth as I, ye'd ne'er have ferlied at my ken. 
I've seen,' says [, ' when laying to under close-reefed 
topsails, the sea running higher than that there steeple 
of yours, the hale sky as black 's a grave, and the red 
kelpies dancing aloft in gleams of lire. I've been 
Bhipwrecked,* says I, ' and obliged to soom for my 
life, holding on by the tail of a porpus. I've seen fish 
with wings flee out o' the water as ever ye saw spar- 
rows frae a corn-field. And ye ween, sir, the warlocks 
and all them sort of elves have no shadow ; and I've 
seen, on t'other side of the world, an hale field o' them 
wrappit in black skin, and ye'd be cleverer than I if 
ye could tramp on a single shadow, though Tve seen 
the black imps growing in rows as ever ye saw cab- 
bage in yer yard.' ' Oh, Bob, Bob,' says he, 'this is 
an evil world, ;' and so he topt his boom. But I back'd 
him astern — ' Why, sir,' says I, ' 'tis true meikle 
dool is in't, but if every one would help his neebour 
through the breakers, there would be less shipwreck ; 
for, as the dominie says, man to man, or man to him- 
self, makes man's heaviest surf in the sea of life ; and 
nae wheen of the cross-flsb in a man's line are either 
ta'en by his own bait or hove in by his shipmates.' 
But, d'ye see, I've had a good haul of them bottom 
crawlers ; heave your servitor ahead with a piggin, 
and 111 send you a mess. — (Aside.) — Folk should be 
kind to them kirk skippers, as they may give one a 
hoist o'er the black skellieB, as they know all about 
the coast." 



•■i^»Pi^"^l*ipW^r*"'«fBfWBpKlV^^?=^ ""■ ■■• i- "s=^ 



HISTOBT OF ST MONANCE. 96 

Here was the oracle's interminable yarn abruptly 
severed by the introduction of dumb Tib, the spaewife 
(a special luxury in the sequel of all convivial meetings 
where young females assemble). Exalted to a prin- 
cipal seat in the company, here sat the mute duly in- 
flated with a sense of her own importance ; not like 
Sybil, with a pen of iron inscribing the decrees of 
Heaven on the leaves of the forest, but with a fragment 
of chalk, in rude hieroglyphics, portraying the destiny 
of mortals on the boards of the bellows. And as all 
were now anxious to obtain a peep through the veil of 
to-morrow, to ascertain their status in the decrees of 
fate, the Barefoot Beauty, ever modest and unassum- 
ing, freely ceded all preference, placing her fortune 
on the last page. Now, Bob having for a consider- 
able space been sole monarch of the flagon, had 
pretty well illustrated by deeds the doctrine of trans- 
migration ; and being inspired with a new soul, he 
displayed much ingenuity in decyphering the hiero- 
glyphics so as always to aflbrd satisfaction. In this 
social group every bosom glowed with innocent plea- 
santry ; every visage wore a brilliant expression of 
delight ; and every eye beamed with the radiance of 
mirth — exemplifying the real unsophisticated freedom 
of Scottish deportment in the good olden time. But 
in this chequered Bcene, hills and vales are inseparable 
companions, and behind the golden mountain lies the 
gloomy ravine. For the last page of the spaewife's 
volume, which purported to bear the future destiny of 
the fair foundling, seemed inexplicable to all. And as 
they gazed on the mystic symbols, dread and ominous 
conjecture infused a blighting influence into every 
soul ; and the frowning tempest that raged with fury 
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in the eastern sky, before unheard or unregarded, as- 
sailed every ear with its dreary howlings as it raved 
and rustled, and rocked the time-worn biggin' in which 
they were convened, enhanced the consternation which 
pervaded every bosom, and stamped its image on every 
visage, while this fell page of fate lay wrapt in mys- 
tery. It represented a hapless vessel, caught in a furi- 
ous tempest, dashed with violence on a rugged coast, 
overwhelmed in the foaming surge, and the perishing 
mariners clinging to the cordage with the grasp of 
despair ; whilst the bending masts are ready to con- 
sign their hopeless dependents to the snowy bosom of 
the fatal surf. Then followed a series of squares, 
crosses, circles, and semicircles, preceded by the figure 
of a dove, under which was a lamb entwined in the 
folds of a serpent, and a wolf fawning upon it ; then 
two hands meeting and a cross betwixt them — ^the 
skeleton death, with his scythe and leister, appearing 
in the back ground ; and under the shade of a cypress, 
loomed the appalling figure of the last envelop which 
conceals the wreck of humanity. 

Here the oracle was puzzled, but not perplexed. 
" Why my souls," says he, " don't run amongst the 
breakers while ye can tack ship. Don't be hove aback 
by a gaberlunzie. Never meet a squall half way. Mo- 
ther Carry's chickens* don't always shake the wind 
out o* their wings. Here's luck (seizing the bicker). 
Toss the devil overboard." 

* A peculiar species of birds frequently observed in great 
numbers hovering over the Atlantic Ocean, hundreds of 
miles from land ; so named on account of their having no 
apparent resting-place save the air or sky, in Scotch phrase 
ealled the Carry. As their appearance generally presages 
a storm, they are said to carry the winds iu their wings. 
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At this ingtaat^ the old wooden clock, a favourite 
heirloom, numbered a certain hour, and, knowing the 
punctuality of the old hostess, all put their fins in 
motion. Old Bob, too, proceeded to weigh anchor, 
lurching and pitching rather heavily, owing to the 
nature and trim of his ballast ; and, having got fairly 
under way, a torch was placed inside the window to 
light him across the street to his domicile. But this 
precaution was fraught with disaster to the Oracle ; 
for, perceiving his own shadow on the opposite wall 
responding to all his devious motions, he caught an 
ire-stirring impression that some wag was practising 
upon him. ** Ahoy, what ship there !'' he bawled 
out aloud. No answer but a reeling toss of the head. 
" Heave ahead, ye lubber, or I'll run you down/' 
Another lurch, which was promptly answered. Bob, 
losing all temper at the taciturnity of hiti opponent, 
raised his fist in a menacing attitude, and the 
challenge being silently responded to, << You pirate," 
he exclaimed, " I'll give you a broadside," and making 
a sally, he pitched on a ground reef, and swamped. 
So the image, of course, vanished. But, as Bob 
emerged, his wily opponent again took up his posi- 
tion. By the copious fiagonic inspiration, the Oracle 
was imbued with Solonic wisdom, Golian stature, and 
Herculean pith, and, having righted, resolved to 
cast his grappUpgs on board and take the fellow in 
tow — so wore ship, and ran stem in against the 
wall, but, missing his hold of the lubber, and damag- 
ing his stem, he surged a-stern and upset. The 
acconmodating torch had now ceased its illumination, 
and, just as Bob was collecting his scattered limbs, 
and muttering vengeance against the intangible 
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existence by which he had been so molested, his 

better half, Whispering Kate, being out upon a 

I barkening excursion, heaved in sight, and, taking her 

1^ for his former opponent, he fired off a broadside which 

capsized her and threw himself upon his beam-ends. 

At this crisis, forth sallied the Barefoot Beauty with 

a lantern, and, to her astonishment, beheld the happy 

pair wallowing in the mire. By her timely interpo- 

• sition the matter was adjusted, and the crazy hulks 

towed into port, and Kate's earliest news next morning 

Mm developed the whole mystery, it being declared that 

r^ the Oracle's apparition was " nae ither thing but Jock 

Rollo's wraith, he having drowned himself that same 

night in a lime hole, because he saw his sweetheart 

in Davie Brown's oxter." 

The Beauty, having performed one laudable action, 
was hastening to her own residence, when she per- 
ceived a huge Newfoundland dog bounding towards 
her ; she shrank with terror from the touzie tyke, but 
the animal immediately prostrated himself before her, 
exerting his utmost sagacity to convince her that his 
was not an errand of mischief; and as he eagerly 
watched the settling features of her visage, he dis- 
covered that the tempest of terror which agitated her 
mind had subsided into a calm, then, creeping towards 
her feet, and raising his supplicating eyes, he poured 
out his complaint in strains of eloquence which, 
though unintelligible, were fraught with meaning and 
powerfully expressive of internal anguish. The dam- 
sel's whole soul was solved into one mass of sympathy, 
and tears of pity glistened in her lovely eyes, which 
the animal perceiving, expressed his satisfaction by 
licking her feet and fawning in the highest transport 
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the noiseless revolutions of time frequently ehed light 
upon dark subjects, effect mighty achievements, and 
prodoce marvellous changes both in the natural and 
moral world. This unfortunate mariner having, for 
several days, been enveloped in a dense fog, knew not 
till now upon what shore in the wide creation the 
winds and waves had driven his hapless bark ; when 
the heart'thrilling discovery was made, that he was in 
reality nephew to the new hostess under whose roof 
he now found an asylum. That family having been 
dispersed into divers parts of the empire during the 
violent commotions which, about the middle o{ the 
seventeenth century, agitated the country and shook 
the monarchy to its very centre, they had lost all trace 
of each other in the midst of oblivion. And when 
he glanced on the lovely object into whose arms he 
had been miraculously thrown by a wave of mysteri* 
ouB destiny, and to whose intrepidity of soul he owed 
so large a share of his deliverance from a premature 
death — gratitude, love, and respect, with all the ami- 
able feelings that ever adorned the niins of humanity, 
became beautifully blended in his boBom, and, like 
silken cords, entwined around his heart, as the creep- 
ing ivy encircles the mouldering towers, the venerable 
relics of antiquity. The dawn of yesterday l>eheld 
this ill-fated sailor reigning absolute in his floating 
dominion, beyond the frowns of the world. Now, 
mark the instability of fortune — his kingdom has 
vanished — his substance dwindled into a shadow — hia 
whole treasure locked up in the bosom of a stranger — 
and his entire self brought under the subjugation of 
irresistible charms. Old Grizzle always enterttuned 
the idea, " That love or murder winna houd." And 



as this powerful attachment wai 
she, in »'trice, perceiyed by th 
that a peculiar fykiness subsist 
therefore, presently devised me. 
separation. She readily admiti 
that friendship and hnmanity c 
by no means tolerate the exerci 
as she shrewdly suspected. Fc 
duped by a sailor, she never al 
deuce in the fidelity of those 
sides, she cherished the idea th 
though penniless, was of high i 
a baron, or some such titled grs 
under some ingenious pretence, 
warm-hearted hospitality of un 
his peculiarities, was a man of j 
thia device was too impotent to 
flame, and the old lady might h 
cause and effect as parted their 
he remained till bis affairs were 
took leave, with the lovely ima, 
friend, his love indelibly impresi 
ing the tedious period of three 
Kisted betwixt these candidatei 
pension of intercourse, silent &i 
tombs — the lover having embai 
age to India, to recruit his shaft 
on his return to effect the consu 



CHAPTER XVI. 

family mansion at Grangemuir was 
it relative of that ancient family, who 
id reeided about the south border of 
ffith othera, he carried on an unva- 
ipine and plunder, by which he had 
ense fortune ; and, by a long series 
gence, his conscience had become 
rt as inflexible as the stubborn ada- 
jf a human being was by him held 
ation as that of a sparrow or any 
rior animals. Now, as Grangemuir 

period, somehow connected with 
tooter likewise obtained an introduc- 
), and also to their favourites in their 
ince. Accordingly, Grizzle's tavern 
ler to see the Barefoot Beauty ; but 
oved wofully disastrous, nay, fatal 
ie ; and if ever disquietude sprung 
to the virtuous and the vicious — if 
ice perished in mutual conflict — ^the 
plified in the sequel. No sooner did 
ne behold the blooming nymph, ar- 
il charms, than a gust of licentious 
ithin his breast, which had for its aim 
miny of its desired victim ; and, as 
ivenomed eyes on the unsuspecting 
sant sensation thrilled in her veins, 
T fair countenance with the modest 
1 innocence. The tantalizing flame 

bosom absorbed lus every comfort, 



niSTOBT OP ST HON 

checked the iprings of enjoymenl 
balm of repuBe ; and, as the vnh: 
creased in ardour, in like prop< 
blazing sun or twinkling stare, nei 
welcome visits, till terror and dii 
seclusioD from his presenoe ; the 
pangs of disappointment, he jouni 
to his home in the stilly silence ol 
converse with the fiend of darkne: 
bre^t and fanned the infernal fla 
or some other malignant agent, 1 
his ear that Uncle Boh was her set 
communication betwixt her and hi 
pass through his hands, he introdui 
pering Kate, and, with a tangible | 
her into his service ; and her hori 
fiital consequence will subsequent 
The grand universal chronomet 
geons pinions and magnificent i 
chanism of divinity, had well ni( 
third annual revolution since the 
was severed from the care-subdi 
love ; and the period having revol 
calculated his return, every mori 
beauteous nymph with the radian 
tion, and every evening descend 
shades of suspense. But the blest 
at length illumes the bleak hodzo 
golden bud uf hope expands into f 
a billet announcing the safe arrit 
lover, and appointing the perioc 
meet beneath the fading umbraj 
tree, vrhere ofl: they had enjoyed 



104 HISTORY OF ST MONANCE. 

with each other. A thousand delightful associations 
were at once awakened in her bosom, and her glowing 
heart bounded on the very pinnacle of transport. 

'Twas on a fair and tranquil night, when the forests 
shed their foliage, the starry hosts shone out with 
sparkling lustre, bestudding the spacious concave, that 
the early-retiring inmates of both sections of the town 
were aroused from their peaceful slumbers by the ap- 
palling shrieks of a female in dire extremity ; and, as 
the screams were intermingled with that terrific word 
which implies a violent separation from the concerns 
of time, and accompanied with a discharge of small 
fire-arms, they rushed, with hair erect, and half de- 
nuded of their garments, to the scene of action ; when, 
to their inexpressible horror, they discovered, beneath 
Queen Mary's tree, the Barefoot Beauty prostrate on 
the earth, and struggling in the final convulsions of 
expiring nature ; whilst, in a north-east direction, was 
descried a human figure exerting every physical energy, 
and rapidly increasing the intervening distance ; but, 
being pursued, and unacquainted with the locality, he 
stumbled and was overtaken, and recognised to be the 
identical shipwrecked captain, whose preserved life he 
partly owed to the very being whom he now stands 
charged with having deprived of existence. Being 
brought, according to custom, to behold and touch 
the murdered victim, that the emotions of a guilty 
conscience may betray themselves in the distortion of 
his features, or extort a confession from his quivering 
lips, he calmly observed every trait of her pale visage ; 
then, in a paralyzing agony of soul, he threw himself 
on the ground, embracing and clinging to the lifeless 
body with the grasp of death, whilst his gushing tears 
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precipitately severed from all conDexion with the 
world, the balm of repose was utterly banished from 
the family mansion of Grangemuir, in consequence of 
a strange unaccountable noise which invaded the ears 
of the inmates ; and as the sounds resembled those 
produced by a barefoot person hastily running from 
one apartment to another, all the servants were called 
and accused, but all denied and complained of the 
disturbance. Imagination then put forth its creative 
powers, and in a trice exhibited to the eye of fancy a 
spectre so terrific that every visage assumed the pale- 
ness of death, the hair bristled, the blood ran cold in 
the veins, and a shudder of horror pervaded every 
limb. But as no spectre can stand the face of the 
sun, his fulgence dislodged the grizly goblin, dispelled 
the quaking terror, and inspired the most timid with 
heroic courage. But the splendour of day again 
descended behind the bleak mountains, the dim shades 
of eve deepened into the gloom of night, the storm 
howled in the surrounding forests, the dreary owl 
screamed in the ancient attics of the family mansion, 
and the invisible author of annoyance resumed its ap- 
palling steps. 

This spectre continued its nightly visits, under the 
title of Baff Barefoot, till the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century, when the house was razed to the foun- 
dation, being superseded by the splendid mansion 
which presently stands about a furlong to the north- 
ward of the old site ; but, for a certain reason, not a 
single fragment of the old building was applied to the 
new. Wise caution ! 

In the centre of the pleasure ground, and directly 
in front of the old mansion, stood a beautiful tree of 
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being fresh od the page of tradition, were readily con- 
jured up in the mind, and portrayed in thefaoe of the 
flaming comet. So great and general became the 
panic, that in many cases accustomed avocations were 
totally suspended, men became regardless of their 
worldly interests — self-preservation being the entire 
regulator of every movement. In this quarter, all 
abandoned their fishing enterprise, and many, through 
the influence of terror, became bed-rid. Some pos- 
sessed of treasures in gold and silver concealed them 
in the ground, or about the walls of their premises ; 
and of late years considerable sums have been found, 
principally in the vicinity of the Narrow Wynd. The 
moneys bore the impress of James and Charles. 

It sometimes happens that, by staring intensely at 
any fixed object for a considerable period, the object 
appears to possess locomotion — and so it befell the 
Oracle. Gazing one night on the subject of alarm 
as it blazed in the regions of infinitude, according to 
his horizon, directly over the castle of Newark, he 
perceived that it shook its tail, which emitted a stream 
of fire mingled with blood, which fully established his 
opinion, that vengeance must descend upon the mur- 
derer of that bonnie lassie. The accused being still 
under durance at the castle, the Oracle had a good 
foundation for his inference. Whilst the Oracle was 
disseminating his portentous discovery, a sudden blast 
of the war-horn sounded an alarm over the whole 
territory, and summoned the immediate presence of 
the vassals to receive and execute their lord's behest. 
As they ascended the hill, incited by the dread- 
inspiring notes of the sonorous instrument, waxing 
longer and louder, they perceived the castle apparently 
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this occasion was confined to the west wing of the 
castle, and the uproar having subsided, the family be- 
gan to recount the dangers they had miraculously 
escaped, and heard the young lady declare that she 
knew not how she was rescued, but after considerable 
suspense she found herself in the castle yard, sup- 
ported in the arms of the murderer of the Barefoot 
Beauty. This excited intense surprise — the cell was 
instantly visited, where the voluntary captive was 
found slumbering on his rustic couch, enjoying calm 
repose. He was aroused and introduced into the bo- 
som of the family, where he was hospitably treated, 
nay, burdened with deeds of kindness and attention, 
particularly from the lady whose life he had preserved. 
In the meantime. Whispering Kate, since the mur- 
der of her adopted niece, had enjoyed none of that 
resigned tranquillity of soul which is the common 
attendant of an unsullied conscience. On the con- 
trary, she was constantly seeing phantoms invisible to 
all besides ; and a mouse could not stir behind the 
hallant without extorting the affrighted question. What's 
that? And, under such fell forebodings, the first 
blast of the ominous horn inspired the dread conclu- 
sion that the avenger of the Beauty's blood had com- 
menced his deadly operations. Locked in the tram- 
mels of petrifying amazement she stared full ghastly 
— a sullen spectre grinned horribly in her face — appal- 
ling convulsions usurped dominion of the springs of 
action, and every distorted feature betrayed the writh- 
ings of despair. So terrific raged the tempest in her 
gloomy interior, that, ere the Oracle returned from the 
castle, his better half had yielded to the pressure of 
terror and ceased to exist. 
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soaring hopes of the unsuspectiDg female, when, instead 
of her true lover, she found herself locked in the 
clutches of a being whose company and conduct she 
held in utter abhorrence I She struggled for liberty, 
she implored, she wept — ^but wept and implored in 
vain. His heart of adamant was insoluble even by 
the tears of beauty. The villain, finding every allure- 
ment unavailing — ^for she held virtue and life by the 
self-same tenure — held a pistol to her fair bosom, 
which had been uncovered by the struggle, and told 
her she must either die or concede to his request. 
When the cold metal came in contact with her bosom, 
she uttered a vehement shriek of distress ; and the 
ruthless fiend, fearing a turn-out of the inhabitants, in 
a hellish phrenzy of disappointment discharged the 
fatal instrument. She screamed, and reeled, and fell ; 
and her last voice ceased not to ring in his ears till 
they were shut by the seal of death. 

By an unaccountable coincidence, the Captain, by 
letter, which by some unknown means had been sup- 
pressed, actually appointed the identical time and 
place of meeting, and was hurrying on exerting every 
energy, and accusing himself of unfaithfulness to the 
tryst. Having reached the immediate vicinity of the 
scene, his eai's were assailed by the tragic sounds, and, 
looking round in horrid amazement, he perceived a 
fellow apparently fleeing from the spot whence the 
sound proceeded ; he instantly altered his course, and 
gave chase with all his physical agility, and it was in 
this pursuit that he stumbled and was apprehended as 
the murderer, no one being near the spot but him- 
self. 

As all prophecy after its fulfilment becomes divested 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Observation and experience have long since estab- 
lished the fact, that although the common class of 
forecastle sailors, when snugly brought to under the 
lee of a flowing can, often, with apparent ease and 
fluency, spin out a verbal yarn to a prodigious extent, 
yet in their written communications they are extremely 
laconic, and from one member of a sentence the reader 
is frequently left to infer the rest. There is also a 
peculiar uniformity of expression in their friendly epis- 
tles which is not to be found in any other epistolary 
correspondence. For instance — " This comes to let 
you know that I am well, hoping to And you in the 
same." This forms the period, leaving out the word 
" state" or " condition" altogether. And so ran the 
following odd epistle, which was extant in St Monance 
a few years ago, though written at an early period of 
the late French war. The reader will be left to supply 
the want of punctuation, &c.,: — " Deer Muther am in 
french prizen and this cums to lat you no that am well 
hopin to find you in the saim-^fok will think am ded 
but thats no trti dont think I will tell you a ly and tho 
any wan say am ded nevir belive wan word ont till 
you hear from mysell for the deels ay bizzy but am 
yours till dead Andrew Duncan." As the woman 
could neither read nor write, this epistle was deciphered 
by the parish dominie, from whose curling lips she 
imprinted every word on her tenacious memory. But, 
some time after, Mr Gillies, the minister, received a 
letter through the common channel, announcing that 
the event of Duncan's death had actually taken place ; 
and it was the minister's painful duty to disclose the 
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upon my laddie's letter ? forbid it a* gude. I paid 
twa an' aughtpence for't wi' free will, if I sud deed for 
fau't, or lived on wilks an' waur for a fortnight. Na, 
na, sir. Fu' weel I ken there's nae debt on't, an* 
that's but a sma' faut." " Well, Elspeth, I think you 
are altogether under a delusion." " There's nae lusion 
i' the matter, sir. My laddie was never kent to mak' 
lies whan he was a bairn, an' he's o'er auld to learn 
now. I ken he's in French prison ; but French prison's 
ae thing, an' dead's anither. Sae come wi' nae mair 
gouk-errands to me, if that be a' ye hae to spare." 
His reverence, seeing no way of getting out of this 
queer dilemma but bj' ceding the contest, retired mut- 
tering inexpressible language, whilst his bosom boiled 
with peculiar emotions of mingled amazement, pity, 
and indignation. And Elspeth, having utterly rejected 
the gloomy tidings, lived and died under the consoling 
influence of hope so brilliant, that from her frugal 
savings she had caused to be manufactured and made 
half a dozen of superior checked shirts, with which to 
welcome her son's return — an event which was the 
subject of every day's bright expectation. 

There is another memorable circumstance in which 
Mx Gillies figured conspicuously ; and though it did 
not originate in St Monance, yet, as the same clerical 
dignite-ry had an ample share in its sequel, the intro- 
duction of it here may not be altogether out of place. 

As late as the eighteenth century, it was customary, 
in most of the Established Churches in this district, 
for the congregation to assemble a considerable time 
before the minister presented himself. And it was 
then the duty of the parish dominie or schoolmaster 
(who are esteemed synonimous) to fill up this interval 
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slipped his cranium into the shaggy mitre, assumed 
the gravity of a bishop, and yielded the palm of vic- 
tory to his female opponent ; and the notable cause 
which gave impulse to the unseemly merriment having 
disappeared, the effect gradually subsided. 

But this was a desecration of the Sabbath and sanc- 
tuary not to be tolerated in a Christian land ; and, it 
having appeared, after due investigation, that the Do- 
minie's wig was the mainspring of the whole uproar, 
and being then at variance with the minister (a most 
unfortunate circumstance wherever it occurs), he was 
cited before the. Presbytery to answer the grave charge 
preferred against his wig. On his appearance, there 
sat Mr Gillies as Moderator — (a fat dish for the wag- 
gish) — ^for, to say the least, they both possessed their 
peculiarities ; and, being placed at the bar, the Mode- 
rator, in his south country dialect, thus addressed him 
— " What wey, sir, did you fling your wick at the 
woman ?" — " Just that way, sir," was the reply, suit- 
ing the action to the word, while the identical wig 
played buff in the Moderator's face. Astounded at 
this emphatic response, the man distinctly appeared 
in the minister ; for, by clerical impulse, the aggres- 
sive scull-cap was rebuffed with impetuous violence at 
the literary brains which owned it. Here was the 
kirk scene renewed in all its comic features, with this 
exception, that after the second round the impetuous 
^, ire of the Moderator afforded him no leisure to fix an 

aim at his opponent, and consequently the Dominie's 
wig formed a rapid acquaintance with all the reverend 
heads in the venerable court ; and, according to esta- 
blished rule in every well-governed court, the members 
must address their speeches, et ccetera, to the chair ; 
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vere shock about the year 1816. During a high 
springtide, and a violent tempest from the south-east, 
the sea rose to such a pitch of fury as to present a 
terrific aspect, and many of the houses were deluged 
with water, while the foam and spray, borne on the 
atmospheric tempest, lashed the windows situated in 
the most remote parts of the village. The pier began 
to give way, and in half an hour the waves made a 
frightful breach right through the midst of it, threat- 
ening the houses on the north side of the market-place 
with certain devastation, there being nothing left to 
resist the ruthless fury of the raging element. The 
whole town was in a state of the most unparalleled ex- 
citement and commotion, and, immediately on the re- 
ceding of the tide, notwithstanding the solemnity of 
the Sabbath, every man who could lift a stone was 
busily employed, nor did the work cease till they had 
succeeded in closing up the breach. Fortunately the 
storm gave indications of its approach, and the boats 
had been previously drawn up, and much damage was 
thereby prevented. 
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A LiTTiiE to the southwest of the kirk, that ancient 
gothic edifice erected by royal authority, there is a 
natural curiosity within the precincts of the ocean, 
which may not be unworthy of notice, whether on 
account of its romantic appearance or the fantastic 
efiects which are thereby produced. This is a large, 
towering, rugged rock, being hollow in the centre, 
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keith to its confluence with the 

These phenomena are here i 
of a somewhat singular traditioa 
nected with them. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

SoMEWHEBE iu the sixteenth century, ivhen the se- 
curity of men's lives, lands, and liberties chiefly de- 
pended on the physical force they could command, 
the succession to the Barony of Newark devolved 
upon oue pre-eminently distinguished for the posses- 
sion and exercise of those despotic principles which 
at that period characterized the feudal barons of Scot- 
land. His whole legitimate progeny was compre- 
hended in the person of an only daughter, named 
Arnica, who, by lineal descent, became sole heiress to 
the barony. 

Although she was dandled on the lap of tyranny, 
and fostered within the munitions of a castle environed 
with impregnable walls and massive iron gates, the 
only safeguard of tyrants, yet she was totally desti- 
tute of those austere domineering principles by which 
they are actuated. She was distinguished by all those 
tender sympathies, those delicate feelings, those en- 
dearing dispositions, and that guileless simplicity of 
manners which, in the present age of refinement^ 
beautify and adorn the most amiable of her sex ; and 
if inherent virtue ever existed in the human soul 
since man's expulsion from the groves of Eden, it 
must have been exemplified in her. Ever easy and 
affable, her supreme happiness seemed to consist in 
the extent of that principle apparently enjoyed by her 
fellow creatures. 

A juvenile acquaintance had long subsisted betwixt 
this young lady and Gulielrous, the only son of a 
small neighbouring proprietor, who had previously 
been a favourite of her father, but, on account of 
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some imaginary iosalt, had become 
eyes. The youthful pair, posBeBsiuj 
grew more closely attached to each 
creased in age, till, in process of tim 
of love had bo effectually warped ar 
hearts that they found little eojoyi 
save ID the company of each other. 

This circumstance, through the ni 
dential minion, was whispered to the 
very soul recoiled at the idea that 
spitted youth might be lord of his do 
tion that roused to violent exciteme 
passions that rankled in his bosom, 
alternative left by which he might t 
the possibility of such a consummatie 
his prime minion with the execution 

The hyperborean breath had spoi 
their foliage, and mantled the leafli 
the hoar-frost of winter; serene wa 
silver moon unclouded shed her b< 
the placid waters of the Forth, wh 
spired by the soft whispers of lovi 
the soul'transpertlng thought of c 
glimpse of his lovely Arnica loomin 
ments of the castle, had staUonei 
loftiest pinnacle of that stupendous 
called the Lady's Seat ; thence he pe 
tance four men drawing towards thi 
cation. He descended, and was ace 
the most courteous manner. But 
pravity of human nature 1 having n 
game, he was seized, dragged rudel; 
elifis, and precipitated headlong into 
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called the Boiling Caldron ! As he plunged into the 
yawning gulf> a hollow murmur re-echoed from th^ 
cavern beneath that darted appalling terror into their 
petrified souls, and, turning aghast from the tragic 
scene; they sped apace to their lord with the tidings 
of their horrid mission, and drowned their transient 
terror in the deep intoxicating cup. 

During this frantic scene of unrestrained revelry, 
a distant sound rang upon the young lady's ears in 
her private apartment that sent a shrill of horror to 
her heart, and like a poisoned arrow disseminated its 
baneful influence over all the springs of action. Dread- 
ful were the visions that haunted her broken slumbers 
till the morning dawned, when the search for Guliel- 
mus confirmed all her suspicions and interpreted all 
her dreams. Bleak and dreary was the prospect that 
now presented itself to the intellectual vision of the 
lovely Arnica, bereft of all she valued in life, writhing 
under the pungent anguish of her soul, without a friend 
to whom she might in confidence reveal the sources 
of her grief and derive that partial alleviation which 
the balm of sympathy affords — destined by unrelent- 
ing fate to roll her sorrows in her bosom and brood 
in solitary silence over the bitter recollecti<His of the 
pleasing past — nay, infinitely more aggravating to 
her tortured feelings, constrained to behold with her 
eyes, and to receive with a smile of affected courtesy, 
those very wretches from whose atrocious barbarity 
sprang her heart-rending disquietude. 

Spring returned, and the salutary balm that floats 
on the vernal breeze recalled suspended nature into 
joyous existence ; the flower buds, pregnant with beauty 
and fragrance, gradually disclosed their latent delights 
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to gratify the aoul and senae of tbe 
the adjacent forests apace reaumed 
bilimenta, till all naa wrapt id a ma 
brage, so closely interwoven that t 
of the Bun but faintly glimmered 
vista ; the feathered warblers, neati 
apart from the haunts of savage n 
their artless melody, enlivening the 
all nature rejoiced in aoul, bn 
reflected a single glimpse of joy 
the bereaved Arnica. Her delij 
with tbe object in whom they were 
like an isolated rock in the midst < 
destined only to endure the lashing 
The silent wheels of time continue 
revolutions, but the ever-varying 
possessed no attractive charms to s 
Arnica. The sequestered walks and 
where once were enjoyed the swe< 
love's endearing smiles, imparted a 
to the arrows of anguish that dire rei 
into her soul. Often did the shades ( 
light clese in npon her while she remi 
Scat, fised and motionless as the cr 
humid eyes gazing intent on the 
whose tumultuous boiling afforded t 
of the swelling emotions that boil 
there, unheard and unpitied, she h< 
the winds of heaven, bedewed the s 
her tears, and blended her snppressei 
r of the rippling waters. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



Afteb ten years had wonnd tbemselres up in the dork 
mantle of oblivion, and the ill-fated youth had been 
forgotten by all, save his bereaved father and sorrow- 
ing lover, St Monance was visited by a venerable look- 
ing man, rudely habited in the rough vestments of the 
reindeer, and wearing a long untrimmed beard, to 
which time had imparted a silvery hue. He appa- 
rently belonged to that fraternity called spaemen or 
fortune-tellers, who at that period were looked upon 
as supernatural beings. In the exercise of this pecu- 
linr calling he described past events with such minute 
accuracy, that his future predictions were received 
without the least shadow of doubt as to the certainty 
of their accomplishment. His fame became notorious 
in the district, in so much that the old Baron of New- 
ark, however little he wished to hear of the past, could 
not resist the impulse of his prying passion for a peep 
into the regions of futurity ; and the spaeman was ac- 
cordingly invited to the castle, where, after staring his 
lordship broad in the face and examining minutely 
the palm of his hand, the spaeman most gravely de- 
livered himself thus :~^<< For as meikle as ye hae 
entered on the last chapter o' fate's decrees, and the 
lines whilk fix man*s destiny are drawn into close con* 
tact, ye hae but one change to meet ere ye be deprived 
o' the sun's light. Meikle dool and wonder hae ye 
caused i' the neebourhood, but ye sail wind up ye'r 
days enjoying the full satisfaction o' a finished purpose 
whilk stands frustrated in the decrees o' fate — ^then 
sail a mysterious being emerge frae the boiling Cal- 
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dron o' the kelpiea, wha 
o' tbis castle, and thy i 
nearly a century ; after v 
of riciasitude, tronble, ai 
fer in the stead of vicfr 
his Tassals, sail endure ah 
cj^tive and die in bon< 
Buccession ; and ere three 
number o' the year, the 
session o' a family frae ^ 
ven sail never depart w 
mingle with the German 
become debtor to the vat 
spoiled by the Superior ; 
three succesaions within 
At this period the old 
the firat clause read to hit 
in his daughter in order t 
her after hia departure, 
rivetted hia eyes on hei 
stood silent and motionlt 
his respiration, and a ti 
beard, which inspired tl 
sion of liie fell fate whii 
her visage, and which ht 
taking her hand, he gent 
hae been thy tears, and < 
not fallen or heaved withi 
cross for thee in fate's d< 
ye endured, ye sail in [ 
d' thy deepest sorrow sa 
brightest joy — mark thii 
by some intCTnal emot 
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withdrew, leaving the Baron and his daughter to pon« 
der the import of his sayings. 

Upon his departure from the district, he haply met 
with the father of Gulielmus, who, though more scep- 
tic in his reception of prophecy than his neighbours, was 
naturally desirous to learn something respecting the 
mysterious disappearance of his son ; but the spaeman 
merely told him '^ that he should yet embrace a son 
that would be the staif of his declining age," and re- 
ceived for answer, " G'wa, g'wa — ^the man's daft.** 

About twelve months subsequent to the spaeman's 
visit, the news having circulated through the country 
that the old Baron of Newark had made his final exit 
from the stage of time, a man, apparently about thirty 
years of age, worn out with fatigue, and drenched te 
the skin with rain, sought shelter where the father of 
Gulielmus was domiciled. The kind-hearted old man 
most readily sympathized with the wandering weather- 
beaten stranger, and placed him by the side of the 
ingle. The conversation soon turned on the demise 
of the Baron, whom the old man represented as a pest 
to the neighbourhood. The laird all the while kept his 
eager eyes fixed on the stranger^s face, and various 
questions and answers were exchanged, iiH the old 
man in an estacy exclaimed, " Preserve me, laddie, 
whaur hae ye been ?" It was his very son, the identical 
youth who had been missing for eleven years, and the 
same who, twelve months previously, appeared in the 
guise and character of a spaeman — well knowing that, 
if he were discovered, the implacable Baron would 
transfer his vengeance from the son to the father. 
The miraculous preservation of Gulielmus is thus 
accounted for. 
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When consigned by bii perw 
monium of the kelpiest he bolb 
at the bottom, and, being an ex| 
sea for Bafety, nnknoirn to hia < 
a boat was just leaving tlie harb 
which he plied with all the akil 
sense of self-preservation could . 
perceiving him by the moonlij 
oars, being bound with the cord 
they took him for a mermaid on 
drenched hair han^og over h 
quieted their fears, he was r© 
treated with all the Ifindness am 
situation could afford. He told 
ing secrecy. The boat, howev 
npset by a endden squall, when i 
consequently the whole circumsti 
found obscurity till divulged bj 

As may easily be imagined, he 
long lost Arnica, for whose saki 
peril, and the long-em otheredfian 
with intense ardour, insomuch 
speed, the match was conclude 
satisfaction to all concerned ; ai 
of St Monaoce, elated by the o< 
into a busy, bustling, laughing, 
and, still bearing in miad the kt 
from the boat's crew by whom 
his perilous situation, it was the i 
with his son, who granted the c 
St Mouance, wherein he states J 
the inhabitants all good occasio 
But it is matter of regret that 
become obsolete in the estimatt' 
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It may here be remarked that the dawn of the 
nineteenth century introduced an eventful era in the 
history of St Monance. The numerous vicissitudes 
incident to the house of Newark, like all sublunary 
matters, had their termination — the whole lands of 
Inverie having long ago fallen into the hands of the 
family of Elie House, by which Sir John Anstruther 
became Superior of St Monance, and, during a space 
of ten or twelve years of the present century, the 
wheeb of events moved on with comparative smooth- 
ness, when the young Superior died, leaving his 
widow in a state of pregnancy. His last act in behalf 
of the town was giving his sanction and signature to 
a revised table of customs exigible from traffic within 
the burgh. In process of time, the light of heaven 
dawned upon the little posthumous Superior, who was 
named after his deceased father. Then emerged a 
retinue of tutors, guides, and guardians, factors, filchers, 
and flatterers, having all their several departments in 
the drama assigned them. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 






It has been previously stated that, in St Monance, 

the power of converting men into magistrates is vested 

in thii whole of the feuars, without regard to the value 

of their tenements, whether tenpence or ten pounds 

per annum. But this conversion is sometimes magi- 

^^7. jcally performed through the agency of a tangible 

4 spirit, which often works wonders, and produces 

metamorphoses dreadful to behold — nay, memorable 

J instances have occurred wherein this mysterious in- 
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fiuence ia exalting three humble citizens to the pin- 
nacle of magisterial dignity has transfori — ■" - -* 

of ratioDol beings into the fell similitude 
ominous animals that here must be m 
scene of this revolting nature was esemi 
year 1823, which may be here partic 
account of the disastroui consequences 
which subsequently resulted therefrom, 
ing of the bell haTing announced the 
the poll for the annual election of mag 
grand ordeal of enchantment commenced ii 
on the uerres, organs, and muscles of rei 
humanity ; and the principal magician t] 
OTer this marcellous manifestation was 
heir-loom of an illustrious family, namely 
gallon measure, wearing the features c 
But age marred not his efficiency in the 
those important duties assigned ; for, be 
spirits, bis outpourings and inspirations i 
[^nitude, and conducted with such dex 
ere the sable magician was finally dispiritc 
bailies, by sheer dint of magic, sprang ini 
like so many islands thrown up by an earl 
was now the duty of the town officer, aC' 
practice coeval with the burgh itself, to pi 
the top of the st^rs the close and result 
but the chief of the newly dethroned pon 
no mention of bis name in the steDttman 
Yodferous sei^eant, instantly coacluded 
altogether a misnomer on the part of the 
cial, which he was very willing to pan 
plunged into the Council- Chamber, resu 
sioD of the dvio cluur in spite of all r 
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and elected his council as usual. This was a terrible 
dilemma ; and some wiseacre having suggested that, 
if the discarded functionary should be permitted to 
take possession of the magistrates' gallery on Sabbath, 
and there receive the parson's benediction*, his removal 
from the usurped eminence would then be placed be- 
yond all legal jurisdiction, a guard was accordingly 
appointed to prevent such a consummation. But the 
old chieftain was as well versed in that law as were 
his opponents ; and, by permission of the beadle, 
he took his seat in the gallery while the sun was yet 
several degrees below the horizon, and there had break- 
fast served up to him in due time — ^thus defeating the 
well-concerted stratagem of his enemies. This is 
supposed to be the first Sunday's breakfast ever served 
up in the church since King David laid the foundation 
thereof. But the mighty municipal hubbub did not 
terminate here ; for the civic aspirants, writhing under 
defeat, appealed to the Court of Session, in order to 
have the pretender unseated. In a few months they 
received the accomplishment of their desires — the old 
functionary being removed by the strong arm of the 
law, after having watched over the interests of the 
burgh for nearly twenty y^ars. 

The ruinous and destructive consequences of this 
magical election now commenced. The deposed 
functionary being high in favour at head-quarters, his 
deposition roused the indignation and excited the 
jealousy of those who, for the time being, acted on 
behalf of the infant Superior ; and the result was, a 
citation to the whole of the feuars, charging them to 
appear before the Supreme Court, that they might be 
compelled to pay £200, being the estimated arrears of 
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the never before exacted feufarm, consisting of ban- 
nock fleuks, salted herrings, and cured keeling, levi- 
able on ilk boat, according to the tenor of the charter. 
In this action, the tutors, after four or five years' 
suspense, were ultimately defeated on account of 
their having brought the claim against the corpora- 
tion instead of ilk boat, in terms of the charter. By 
this action, however, the town was subjected to nearly 
£100 of expenses. Many of the specially inte- 
rested feuars on this occasion acted a very anworthy 
part ; for, though freed from the debt libelled, and the 
interminable impost, they tenaciously refused to bear 
any part of the law expenses. 

Neither did the mischief consequent on the muni- 
cipal contest end here. The vengeful spirit of feu- 
dalism still raged with unabated fury against the 
misguided vassals, who were supposed to be aiming 
at freedom ; and, in order to extinguish every glimpse 
of such a principle within these feudal domains, 
another summons was hurled at the whole of the fish- 
ermen, on account of some alleged grievance arising 
out of the exigible teind ; and as this process was 
apparently involved in a maze of technical doubts 
and difficulties, it likewise formed the subject of a 
protracted and vexatious lawsuit. The town has 
ever included within its territories men of a venal 
disposition, anxious to ingratiate themselves in the 
favour of the Superior by whatever means ; and 
the teind-collector, being a landsman, was readily 
recognised as one of those insinuating spirits ; 
and, as there existed considerable dubiety respect- 
ing the kind of fish on which the teind was levi- 
able, he (proceeding, of course^ upon instructions 

M 




IM HISTOBY OF ST MONANCB. 

received) demanded a tenth part of all the fish, of 
whatever kind, delivered for sale in the port. The 
fishermen, on the contrary, contended that it was only 
the small white fish that were subject to the teind ; 
and upon this difference of opinion proceeded the le- 
gal contest which is understood to have terminated 
in declaring the small white fish liable to a teind of 
one-fifteenth. But here the defenders are still left in 
perplexity respecting the liability of herrings; for 
though herrings be small fish^ small fish are not her- 
rings — these two tribes being separately mentioned 
on some other occasions. In fact, the only definite 
conclusion which they perfectly understood was a 
teind upon their cofiers, in the shape of law expense, 
amounting to nearly £5(k Therefore, to prevent aU 
controversy, they have taken a lease of the teind them- 
selves, at a comparatively trifling rent, which is annu- 
ally levied in equal proportions on each sea-going 
boat. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



In the year 1827, a stratagem was developed which 
involved in it the subversion of the town and the ruin 
of the industrious inhabitants. The heritors, in 
league with the presbytery, projected alterations,' re- 
novations, and decorations, alleged to be necessary 
for the kirk, estimated at two thousand pounds, which 
was intended to be charged against the feuars, in ac- 
cordance with the charter. The feuars, though natu- 
rally damp materials, caught instant fire, because the 
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bomb lighted on self) the most combus 
Legal advice was prooured and law agen 
to advocate their cause in the grand cc 
atler a prodigious expenditure of wind, 
ance discovered that tbey had mistaken t 
the charter, they being unable to translat 
ology "i^thold, beet, and repiur," into the 
language — alter, renew, and adurn. A 
waa therefore made that, if the feuars ' 
all right, claim, and title to the kirlc, 
would take the whole reaponeibiiity upoi 
This waa readily acceded to on the part t 
for, however warmly attached to the kii 
very unfond of carrying it on their back 
the ridge of it. By this manoeuvre the 
cleared of a never-fwUng grievance, and 
BOW let as in other churches. L«dy Aai 
presented the steeple with a bell, which rt 
each successive Sabbath, after the mann* 
In this struggle, as in the former, many ' 
acted the same reprehensible part; for, f 
■elves freed from th«r trammels, they rei 
tribute to pay the piper. 

While this hallowed fane was undergc 
jected alterations, there was auch an ex 
of the mouldering ruina of humanity at 
been the lot of mortal eyes to witnesa. 
tity' of the bones and ashes of former ger 
applied as manure to the farm of News 
enriched the soil that it produced little o 
several years. This waa merely the (^ri 
of the caiise which produced the singult 
the soil ; but the beadle, who was rather 
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character, assigned quite a different reason for this 
mysterious circumstance, viz,, that, by their sacrile- 
giously violating Uie sepulchre of the saint, which 
had not been disturbed for nearly five hundred years, 
and prostituting his sacred ashes to such unhallowed 
purposes, they had excited the just indignation of 
heaven, and entailed a curse upon the ground, which 
sliould henceforth produce nothing but rank exube- 
rant weeds during the period of three generations. 
This suggestion prevailed in the neighbourhood, and, 
if popular opinion be an infallible criterion, the beadle 
had the best side of the question. In the upper 
regions of the Kirk, accessible by a stair in the 
steeple, there was a certain peculiar recess called the 
Brunt Laft. Respecting the origin of this title there 
is only one opinion extant. It will not be denied 
that, during the benighted ages of superstition and 
priestly domination, numerous were the helpless vic- 
tims that perished in the flaming faggots under the 
conviction of witchcraft ; and St Monance being much 
infested with such notable beings, was not behind in 
the discharge of its duty. The Kirk Hill was the arena 
where such flagrant exhibitions uniformly took place, 
the beadle being the principal executioner. After 
the faggots were exhausted, his special duty was to 
scatter the ashes towards the four winds of heaven, 
and to deposit the burnt fragments of the bones in 
the recess before mentioned, in order to record the 
transaction. Hence it was denominated the ^^ Bru^t 
Laft." 

This barbarous praetice,^ however, may be said to 
have been totally annihilated by King James's inge* 
nious method of proving witches^ namely> when any 
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one was accused of being ancanny, sbi 
balance against the family Bible, and I 
ance was the proof of ber innocence ; 
Bible, being the Word of God, was mc 
cient to outweigh all the works of the <: 
was accordingly acquitted. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



In 1631, Sir Jbhn C Amtruther, the yc 
was shot in a juvenile frolic, and the bi 
tance devolved on his uncle. Sir Wynd 
known to be a liberal-minded man. It v 
by St Mopance that he would spend pa 
at Elie Honse, tbe aneient &niily reiidt! 
would have an opportunity of becomi 
acquunted with his vassals. A dntif 
congratulation, agned by theobief magi 
of the community, was forthwith sent ' 
sented to the new Suj»erior. This ai 
intercepted, was treated with silent coni 
town was &ctored as before. In a ver 
he became insolvent, throagh his extre 
and his afiUrs were placed under tbe n 
trustees and understrappers, placing tl 
Honance in more disagreeable circui 
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/ CHAPTER XXVI. 

During the whole of the eighteenth and part of the 
nineteenth century, there is scarcely a single tran- 
saction of the town council to be found on record, 
except the annual election ; all their other delibera- 
tions and decisions seem to have been consigned to 
the gulf of oblivion, and perhaps the sooner the 
better; for certain appearances in the town fully 
warrant the inference that they were not very well 
coloured, and would not stand the inspection of the 
present age. For some time back, however, there 
appears to have been a slight semblance of reforma- 
tion in that department, as the whole transactions of 
the municipal legislation now stand regularly minuted. 
About twelve years ago, the bailies considered the 
appointment of a body of special constables highly 
expedient for the preservation of the public peace in 
the burgh, and the resolution has ever since been 
acted upon with very beneficial effects ; for, previous 
to that period, the town was continually infested with 
drunken brawls, quarrels, and riots, to the great an- 
noyance of the peaceable inhabitants ; insomuch, that 
St Monance, for its broils, became' proverbial in the 
neighbourhood. But it is still to be lamented that 
these constables, however vigilant in the discharge of 
their duty and exercise of their del^ated powers 
upon fighting substances, have not been yet able 
wholly to suppress those illegal conventions of dis- 
embodied pests which the gloom of night calls up 
from the stygean dominions. Those imps c ontinue t o 
muster their legions and perform their incantations 
about the remote suburbs of the town, rendering all 
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noctuTDaltrafficiD theae quarters exlremel 
as they coimnit ^eir auaolts upon aU 
oatdf, whatever b« their rank or station 
and even the suapeniion of the Habeas 
has been proved to be productive of no ta 
A few years ago, offidal Imsinesa called tw 
civic fauctionarieB a little bejpond the 
their ancient burgh, and, being allured 
prescribed course by the deceptive i 
spunlue, or the ignitfitmu, they were in 
a potent legion of those iniemals, irrespei 
high offidal character. - In vain they a 
lud of the constables, in vain they address 
in the name of royalty ; a desperate 
ensued, aftd, verily, the bailies, acting sol 
defensive, most courageously distingnisbe 
in the confiict. S^-preservstion const 
principal indtement, they regarded the 
pnsoners and spoil as amatterof noimpo 
ever. One of their own native poets ii 
the encounter writes thus :— 

" Stand off, stand of^" the bailies a 
But still those imp* their powers de 
Tbovgh, true, their pitb was not ba 

On many a head, 
For bet and flats were amply pUed, 

And blood was shed. 

After displaying no inconsiderable ] 
magisterial heroes cut through the ene 
and forced their way over dykes, ditches, 
congratulating themselves on having mi 
devastation among the fiuries. On reg 
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own good town, all spell bound and besmeared with 
mire, and suffused with perspiration from the one 
extreme to the other, they happily met with an old 
oracle, from whom they received no trifling sympathy, 
who related, at same time, that, about forty years ago, 
he had been beset in a similar manner, and, not being 
master for them, he was thrice carried to the top of 
Kelly Law, and, wrapt in a sooty mantle, was rolled 
and tumbled down the steepest declivity, and almost 
deprived of life. By this account the bailies were 
induced to reflect, with much self-complacency, upon 
their heroic exploit, but the rising sun, which throws 
light upon many subjects, dissolved the spell and re- 
moved the whole enchantment. The worthies, in 
their devious meanderings, had come in contact with 
a plot of fine large green kail, which doubtless ob- 
structed their progress, and desperate had been the 
wrestling, fisting, and kicking that must have en- 
sued ere they efieeted a passage through the midst 
of them, for the dreadful havoc was apparent on 
hundreds of the rare pot-wallopers. Now, without 
speaking evil of dignities, it may be rationally in- 
ferred that they had been copiously inspired with 
more flexible spirits previous to the encounter. 



CHAPTER XXVIL 

Society till of late years was in a very uncivilized 
condition, and the transacting of business was diffi- 
cult in the extreme ; for, in large assemblies, it was 
nothing uncommon to hear thirty or forty men all 
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speaking at once, and whoever was privit^ed with 
the most powerful lungs was most successful 
taining an audience. 

In one of these tumultuous convocations a 
was issued that only one boat's crew should b[ 
a time. This peculiar enactmeut, liberal tht 
was, had its beneficial effects, and its latitude '. 
been gradually contracted, businesa can now be 
comfortably transacted, and particularly whi 
members appear in the assembly tpiritletti bu 
otherwise, the Goufusiou of language represei 
scene in the plain of Sbinar. 

Having glanced at. the pith of the luogs i 
volubility of the vocal organs frequently evir 
the theatre of concourse on terra firma, -sac 
now be contrasted with the singular tacii 
that invariably characterizes a general muster 
intrepid sons of Neptune for a piscatory adven 
a scene of daily occurrence, unless prevente 
frenzy in the elements of nature. Take, for ex 
a dark December morning, the sun still six c 
below the horizon, the moon expending her lu 
the woods and wilds of another hemisphere, the 
ling orbs that roam in the boundless regions of 
tude, all obscured by the dense intcrvemog hs 
Hoats in the hemisphere : in the depth of thi 
brious gloom may be imperfectly perceived a b 
and fifty men put in motion at once, as if by ei 
ment, and hurrying to the shore from all quar 
the town ; each with his body curved like the s< 
of a circle, while he bears on his haunch a s( 
large wicker basket of a peculiar construct 
which is deposited a fishing line, with se' 
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eight hundred hooks, each concealed in a seductive 
bait to luce the scaly victims to their doom ; in his 
opposite hand he carries a close kit, containing pro- 
visions for the voyage ; and, thus equipped and accou- 
tred, the whole enterprising fraternity, collected on 
the confines of the harbour, exhibit the most interest- 
ing spectacle of bustle and activity that the mind of 
man could possibly conceive, and their visual organs 
being so much inured to the darkness, they perform 
all their evolutions with as much confidence and accu- 
racy as others would under the blaze of the meridian 
sun. And, incredible though this may appear, this 
bustle goes off in profound silence, scarce an audible 
whisper being heard through the dusky veil in which 
they are enveloped. Each crew having (apparently 
in a mysterious manner) selected their own boat by 
the most intricate footing, the clanking of oars ac- 
quaints the remote districts of the town that the ex- 
pedition is starting, and in less than a quarter of an 
hour the whole fleet is under way, bestadding the bo- 
som of the briny deep* 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

It has been unhesitatingly affirmed by some, that 
there are more imbeciles in St Monance, in propor- 
tion to the extent of its population, than in any other 
town in Britain ; a circumstance philosophically al- 
leged to be the result of proximate consanguinity. 
But be this as it may, it may be stated as an indu- 
bitable truth, that the artificial imbeciles by far out- 
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number the natural ones. When a stranger passes 
through the town and beholds the streets enlivened 
with numerous sportive groups wearing the glow of 
health on their active blooming visage, whose pene- 
trating eye and expressive features represent the very 
picture of intelligence, he cannot resist the impres- 
sion that much talent, much profound judgment, 
and splendid genius, slumbering in embryo, pos- 
sess the intellectual souls of the playful urchins. 
Animated with delightful anticipation, he beholds 
those lively germs of future greatness bounding with 
elastic step and buoyant heart to the seminaries of 
learning, the vestibule of all excellence. He follows 
them thither, actuated by a glowing desire to witness 
the early development of precocious talent; but 
how mortifying to his fondly cherished expectations^ 
when he discovers the hope-destroying truth, that 
their satchels, supposed to envelope the elements of 
literature and the rudiments of science, are sur- 
charged with what is naturally more inviting to the 
animal taste, the elaborate productions of the cook, 
confectioner, and baker. This is a fatal error on the 
part of the parents and guardians of youth, produc- 
tive of incalculable mischief. 

Tbe continued indulgence of the animal propen- 
sities engrosses the whole attention, clouds the intel- 
lect, and weakens every faculty of the soul, convert- 
ing many possessed of bright natural genius into the 
mere creatures of sense. Although such little stu- 
dents go through the whole scholastic routine, the 
instruction communicated falls dead upon the ear ; 
the mind, being wholly abstracted, receives no im- 
pression. Nay, the whole soul is in the satc^l, 
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obscured, lost, and bewildered in the* jungle of ani- 
mal gratificatioDs ; and it is easy to conceive, that, 
however lively be the seeds of genius implanted by 
the God of nature, the germinating process, crushed 
and impeded by such an ungenial influence, advances 
with tardy motion, and the highest literary attain- 
ments ever acquired under such indulgence may be 
appositely compared to blasted oaks on the skirts of 
a forest, diminutive in stature and imperfect in sym- 
metry. Thus fettered by the degrading tranmiels of 
8ense» such are invariably far outstripped by their 
fellows, whose indices exhibit a much inferior stand- 
ard of mental endowments and incomparably less 
, vivacity of soul. But besides the pernicious effects 
which such pampering habits rarely fail to produce 
on the intellectual powers, they are likewise produc- 
tive of most disastrous consequences to the physical 
and moral constitution of the beings who are uncon- 
sciously subjugated under their baneful dominion. 
In numerous instances, where the digestive organs are 
not sufficiently acute and powerful to maintain a sue* 
cessful struggle with such a species of intemperance^ 
a derangement takes place in the whole internal ma- 
chinery, the functions of nature are either suspended 
or imperfectly performed, the springs of life become 
stagnant and polluted, the entire system enfeebled and 
enervated, and the sprightly innocents, whose counte- 
nance erewhile glowed with health and beamed with 
intelligence, are rapidly transformed into fretful 
peevish imbeciles ; and permanent disease or pre- 
mature death is not unfrequently the fell result. In 
some cases, where the constitution is singularly vigo- 
rous, and the internal machinery so fortified by nature 
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as to resist the ravages conseqi 
geoces during the period of chil 
iDg influence ajqiears coDsptcaou 
duct of those vho are iaitiated i 
they attain to manhood, still hug 
the child's soul-engrossing satche 
vitiug and alluring d^ntiea, con 
propensities, and engendering [ 
every description by their incessa 
ings. Such devote their whole ct 
the animal, while the man is totall 
Such, in a condition of gross i 
grope their way through a life of 
assiduously catering for the gratifi 
appetite, their whole knowledge < 
cumscribed bythe visual liae that 
horizon ! and the desire for info 
Unuled, not an effort is made for 
the mind, which (like the Town's 
every species of wild exuberance) 
waste, a wildernesB, a blank in 
Such are the melancholy coDiequ< 
neas and misguided afiection, exer 
gent parents towards the innoee 
love — ignorant tdl the while of 
entailing upon future society — ^foi 
advanced period of the nineteentl 
existence in this quarter, who are 
of a high state of culdvation, an 
world exactly as they came from 
scarce competent to distinguish a '. 
and as there are whole families i 
■cription, the ratio increases in ei 
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ration, proviDg the truth of a current remark amongst 
some of the well-informed inhabitants, that, while the 
town is advancing in wealth and population, it is re- 
trograding in knowledge, in sound principle, and right 
feeling. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

About the end of the seventeenth century, salt pans 
were in full operation a little to the eastward of the 
harbour, several traces whereof are still visible ; 
amongst which,' are several wells cut in the solid rock 
for the purpose of retaining a full supply of water 
when the tide receded. Such cavities still sustain the 
title of the Bucket Pats. 

This salt factory, like every other material exist- 
ence, having yielded to the ravages of time, was su- 
perseded by the erection of another on the low ground 
about two furlongs east of the town. This factory 
was erected on a much more extensive scale, present- 
ing the appearance of a small village, several families 
having been domiciled there for conducting and carry- 
ing on the operations, which very much resemble the 
process of making sugar from the juice of the canes. 
The sea-water being boiled and clarified with lime, 
&c., till all superfluous matter was thrown off in scum 
by evaporation, the saline particles remaining in the 
pan were collected into a consistency, which was then 
drawn out to cool and drain, previous to being stored 
in the gimel and subsequently shipped at Pittenweem 
for exportation. These circumstances are mentioned 
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merely for the puipose of introdnciiig an ouUin 
the demondimg Bystem that was practised in 
nexion therevith, whoae baneful effects have not 
been eradicated from the oommunity of St Mont 
About this period the duty ei.igihle on salt wai 
tremely high, being about four-fifths of the e 
price of the article. Consequently, the tempU 
to smuggle, or rather to steal, was almost irresisti 
and) althou^ a ganger on the part of the Gov 
ment and an overseer on the part of the propr 
were in constant attendance, it waa just as impos 
to prevent the salters from pilfering as to iotei 
the &ax and reflux of the tides. This principle see 
to be intervov«i widi the craft, and'tbe most e 
rtenced salters were invariably the moat expert 
successful adventurers in the smuggling practice — 
they gloried in it as an indispensable qualificai 
boasting with much self-complacency that they c 
hoodwink theganger,and smuggle in bis very preei 
however vigilant in the discharge of his duty ; an< 
conservative influence of the salt appeared efiecti 
to preclude aH disagreeable compunctions of consci< 
dread of discovery, or terror of consequences ; tl 
fore, the nefarious traffic was carried on with pe 
composureofffltn({,ifmindatalltheypoaBesBed. V. 
Salter had his retinae of trusty accomplices ins] 
by his own spirit, breathing his own sentiments, 
guided by his ovn tuition; and it was through 
medium that the spoliation was principally eifei 
Even his own little urchins, aping the conduct of 
superior, might have been seen scampering Hi 
. many imps, having their pockets laden with the s 
-commodity, all contributing to the general stocl 
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private sale under a modified duty. Th^se miniatum 
smugglers^ breathing, as it were, a pestilential atmo* 
sphere, seemed to have inhaled the contagion with their 
first respiration, while the all-powerful influence of 
example rendered the odious traffic congenial to their 
inclinations* It may be here observed that, in conse* 
quenoe of the inherent ^depravity and naiural tendency 
to evil which exist in the human soul, men who prac- 
tise deceit and trickery, and delight to wallow in the 
depths of the muddy and corrupting stream of vice, 
will attain much sooner to a dimax of proficiency 
than those who pursue an opposite line of conduct, 
wading to excellence in the pure unsullied diannel of 
virtue, seeing that the current is altogether in favour 
of the former, while the latter must struggle against 
it. This was clearly exemplified by the precocious 
acquirements of students in the Salter's cc^lege, where 
hoodwinking of the ganger appeared to be the very 
summit or utttmatuia of perfection attainable in the 
salt-smuggling tactics-»<-and which was thus e£fected» 
As the salt seemed to be in the greatest jeopardy when 
in the process of beiiig drawn from the pan, the 
revenue officer was alwmysincloee attendance ; there- 
fore, under such circumstances, one would imagine 
smuggling to be impracticable, though, in reality, it was 
the most favourable season for an experienced salter. 
Before proceeding to this department of his duty, the 
Salter ingeniously supplied a little fuel to die dying 
embers under the pan, which caused a steam to 
ascend from the salt, filling the whole arena of opera- 
tion with a dense impenetrable cloud, in the centre 
of which the workmen felt little or no inconvenience, 
being habituated to such a climate, while the powers 
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of the gauger's vision became so mystcflei 
to extend beyond the extremity of his na 
Roman dimensions. And during this n 
while the ganger was keeping tally at on 
pan, the sailer's accomplices, concealed 
dal fog, were tallying their own bags 
with all the industry of so many bees, tl 
the while hoodwinked in the clood. 1 
of a gauger (or cruizer, as he was gene 
under such circumstances was no enviab 
was frequently constrained by dire necet 
the length, strength, and agility of his 1 
suit of the pirates that watched his every 
one occasion, however, be got involved 
singular predicament in the faithful disc 
official duty, which well nigh resulted in 
consequences. It happened on an evei 
the spring, the most serene and beauti 
possibly be enjoyed in this quarter of th 
air rested in perfect equilibrium ; the pla< 
the ocean, hushed in a stilly ripple, slum! 
shore ; a thousand starry britliantB illun 
studded the expansive canopy of heave 
and sparkling in pellucid glory throui 
mensity of space. 'Twaa under this go 
real scenery that the gauger, following ' 
gling information, perceived in the dtstai 
figure ^parently laden with the contrabt 
dity of which he was the special guardian 
locomotive powers were called into ai 
raergy stretched on the tenter hooks, hi 
tended to admit a free ventilation to 
lungs, while his stalkers in their alteri 
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maintained a desperate emulative contest for tlie pre- 
cedency. His object of punutt baving cauglit alarm 
(not from the fluttering of a shaken leaf* but the 
musical boots and vibration of the ganger's legs, t0 
which she was no stranger) set ont wilh redoubled 
velocity, and actuated solely by the instieetive prin- 
ciple of self-preservation, an irresistible impulse^ not 
one dormant faculty possessed her physical empire* 
But, in competing with the cruizer, the was very un- 
equally balanced by reason of her encumbering load 
and disparity of pedestals, so tine intorveiung distance 
was rapidly diminished^ which, in proportion, enliu^ed 
the cruizer^s hopes in the certainty of a speedy cap- 
ture. Bui '^ a bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush," for just as he supposed that the smuggling 
galley was on the eve of surrendering, she suddenly 
jibed, and discharged a volley of salt right in his 
frontispiece, with astounding effect, and, ere he had 
sujB&cient leisure to pull out lus handkerchief and dis- 
encumber his optic orbs of the smarting particles, she 
had i^in distanced him about a furlong. He re- 
sumed the chase, howeyer^ but, as mischance would 
have it, another female figure aj^ared in the inter- 
vening space,, unknown to the baulked official, and» 
being unable at the instant to identify his game on 
account of the humid condign of his vision from 
the effects of the salt, he sdaed her in the Jking^s 
name, demanding, at same time, where she had 
secreted the salt« Tlie captive, who had frequently 
seen him at her mastei^s house, smiled in his face^ 
imagining it was all a jest. She was a hosmy, bloom-^ 
ing^ black-eyed, country lassie, ignorant of the whole 
matter^ and only out on a tryste to meet her Ipver* 



The ganger discovered bm mUtake — »"'' nnAii^-i- 

nately for the king, his servant waa a 

rated with her artleis smile and n 

lovely eyea, he became rivetted to his 

and, entirely forgetting the einiiggler 

salt, his whole goal was absorbed in thi 

that played on the Up of the MoiMnin 

The mBgnet concBdei to tie power of at 
T)i4 moMt an tb* wat«rf ot oocaa doth i 
T)u> ttjmpVt iriDmag channi all the mn 
And wudom and might are Uie «aptivai 

The girl not finding herself M hone 
made Mveral efforts to efi«ct ho- libei 
out sueoesB, till up oomea a atrwig, yn 
kioklBg countryman, who ioatantly a 
by the throat, and, lookiog vinuCteral 
manded him to let the lasaie gatig, 
diflg bim dowD, and, cleoolung his 
time, was ftilly prepared to suit the ac 
The excisesoan now began to <Useo 
fallen npon ticklieh gronad, and, iet 
qaencea, he reliwtaatly reluaquished 
bore away, reSrating on the fell miac 
attended the whole adventnre. 

This eait factory, like tie other, 1 
and iwt a single vestige of it remais 
of tbe windmill, aitaated on the high j 
the sapply of water was drawn frc 
whieh is now preaerved aa a aea-mwfc 
morals of the pec^le, however, may I 
other relic, which, in the presMit atal 
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yet require several geDerations to advance and recede 
ere it be totally obliterated* 



CHAPTER XXX. 



The manner in which the fishermen for many years 
disposed of the fruits of their perilous enterprise dur- 
ing the haddock fishing was by selling them to certain 
speculators, who kept large boats, and made a regular 
traffic of buying and selling fish, and were called 
coupers. But a jealous insinuation recently crept 
into their minds that they might turn their labours to 
better account by carrying their commodity direct to 
market themselves. So the whole body of piscatorians 
formed themselves into two sections, the one called 
the Union Company, and the other the U. C. Com- 
pany. Each of these companies has a large boat in 
readiness when the yawls return from the fishing, 
into which their whole success is deposited, and a 
certain nominal price paid to the skipper of each 
yawl, according to the quantity of fish produced, the 
same being immediately distributed among the whole 
crew. 

The fish are afterward disposed of in the Edinburgh 
market, and if more money be realised than was 
originally disbursed, the surplus is added to the com- 
pany's stock, to meet any subsequent defalcation. 
By this scheme the fishermen realise, in many cases, 
nearly double the price obtained by the former method. 

The Union Company likewise cure the cod-fish taken 
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by theiufielves, Bud export for London 
GlftBgow about 700 barrels annuiJly. 

There are two very flourishing beo 
the town, which ftfibrd considerable rel: 
nected with them. One of them, call 
Society, wai ioitituted about 300 yeari 
four sbillingB a-week to tuioh of its iDi 
by sickoesB or any other misfortun' 
unfit to prosecute their lawful avocati' 

This society for many years was oonf 
to seafaring men, but it has long aince 
accessible to decent men ot any pr 
lord of the muior seems to have taken 
in the welfare of this institution, for t 
in the town's charter to the following 
hatll silver deposited iu the sea-box 
sail be annually counted in presence 
bulies and council." How long thii 
tinued is nucertun, bat it has, like m 
quated customs, long since fallen into 

The other, called the Brotherly Sc 
likewise accessible to all who posses 
character, is of a much mor« recent da 
instituted not more than seventy yea 
presents a much more flourishing ai 
other, afibrding at present 6s. a-week 
members who m^y, by disease or aG< 
pended from labour. These sodeties, 
but limited provision either for helpless 
children, or widowhood. A society b 
its object, founded on judicioas prluc. 
productive of incalculable advantage 
where the goteral avocation can only 
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prosecuted by men in the vigour of life, and where 
the wavering, unstable elements to which they are 
constantly exposed in boisterous conflict are occa- 
sionally instrumental in diffusing mourning, misery, 
and wretchedness in many districts of the community. 
In that precious season when all should gather honey 
while the flowers are in blossom, many are unfortu- 
nate, more improvident ; few, very few, acquire a 
moderate competency, an ingredient so essential in 
sweetening, if possible, the dregs of declining life ; 
whilst many, very many, after a protracted period of 
laborious enterprise, drag out the evening of life in 
helpless, comfortless destitution, pining under a mise- 
rable pittance from the parish funds, more calculated 
to motk the feelings than allay the cravings of nature. 
Three Savings' Banks have recently been instituted 
in the town, totally unconnected with the Govern- 
ment scheme. The members thereof, under certain 
regulations, contribute weekly, and the periodical col- 
lections are instantly deposited in one of the provin- 
ttial banks, where they are allowed to accumulate 
during a specified series of years ; at the expiration 
of which, the entire sum is divided, and each receives 
his own with interest. Members, however, under any 
emergency, may draw a certain sum from the general 
stock at any intermediate period, by producing surety 
for his regular contributions during^^ the continuance 
of the scheme. This banking system is highly ad- 
vantageous to such as possess a spirit of frugality and 
integrity, enabling them to meet the heavy charges 
frequently incurred by extensive repairs on their 
boats, and other contingencies in connexion with their 
calling, and, in the meantime, to keep square with the 
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world, ^< Mare vivimus" being part of the motto con- 
nected with the town's arms. Such characters render 
the inscription highly applicable both to themselves 
and all with whom they have any commercial inter- 
course. But to others the same system only produces 
seasons of more lavish expenditure and grosser indul- 
gence. They occupy the left page of all ledgers, 
submit to an ordeal of incessant dunning, discharging 
none and yet possessing nothing, their dwellings being 
the veriest hovels of penury. This is a mysterious 
truth; and << Grip fast" being another part of the 
town's arms, affords a seasonable hint to all dealers in 
reference to them. 

Although much destitution, doubtless, exists in the 
town, it is not the result of indolence, or a want of 
sufficient perseverance in their hazardous calling, for 
unrivalled perseverance is evidently depicted in all 
their aquatic adventures ; therefore, it will obviously 
appear that the existing evil must proceed from a very 
different cause, as has been previously hinted. On 
the contrary, the enterprising spirit that animates the 
entire fishing population has of late years enhanced 
the importance of the town in a very eminent degree 
as a fishing station, there being at present about 90 
fishing vessels^ of various dimensions, belonging to the 
[ port. Not fewer than 60 of these are annually fitted 
out and put in full operation in prosecution of the 
Lamm^ drave — ^e most important event that occurs* 
to fishermen during the ceaseless revolutions of the 
seasons. Extensive preparation always precedes it, 
much invariably depends on its successful issue. Some 
of the boats, during this period, for want of harbour 
accommodation, require to be transferred to other sta- 
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tions on the coasts while others, prepossessed in the 
Murray Frith, improve the precious season in that 
quarter. In order to obviate this inconvenience, a 
suggestion was made to them about ten years ago, 
that if each sea-going man would continue to subscribe 
a small sum weekly, they would, in a short time, like 
some of their neighbours in the same profession, be 
able to surmount vast impeding difficulties, and effect 
wonderful achievements in the way of harbour im- 
provements. This scheme was adopted and perse- 
vered in for a considerable period with remarkable 
success, and much good was the consequent result ; 
but the hydra form of discord and dissension, the bane 
of all social prosperity, insinuated itself, and, ere long, 
like a dread volcanic eruption fraught with devasta- 
tion, entirely demolished and overturned the very basis 
of this well-designed institution, whose main object 
was to render the port more commodious, and afford 
better protection to the extensive floating property 
upon which their all depends. 

This is one of the innumerable instances in which 
impolitic men, whose narrow views extend not beyond 
the nerves, muscles, and sinews of their own corporeal 
edifice, immured in selfishness, hedged in by their 
present momentary horrizon, darkened by the bewil- 
dering influence of prejudice, Ind, swayed by the im- 
pulse of unruly passions — do, by their own shortsighted 
policy, frustrate those very schemes, defeat those very 
purposes, and subvert those very designs which are 
most eminently calculated to enhance their own com- 
fort, promote thieir own welfare, and further their own 
interests. 



HIBTOBT OP 8T UONJ 



CHAPTER XX3 

In coniequeDce of the recent gn 
Lammas fishing, numerous fisbcurei 
resorted to the town at that season 
of their respective apeculaUons. 
ties, actuated by a desire to eocoi 
the port, prepared certaia portioDS 
lying contiguous to the harbour I 
affording undisturbed accommodal 
who engaged to pay a stipulated . 
lege ; but, as this was bringing up 
town's arrears in improvement too 
of disseosioQ again presented itsell 
liberal, moit intelligent, leaH selfist 
ous of the feuars, guided sokly by 
lives, protested against the measii 
action against the officials of th 
Sherif. 

Now, it may be observed that 
town, having previously sought his 
gions of oblivion, could not possil 
hftve acted any pert in this drama, 
naut his mischievous predilections f 
St Monance has ever been the the 
events ;. men have been hurled iiivfi 
the atmosphere by irresistible ena 
hies 'converted into elves by mysti 
and wijmen rivetted to the Castle * 
dint of legendary spell, with a hun 
prebensible mysteries terrific in the 
When night's deep shadei with 
And tempests rock'd the ipiri 
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Then sped the demons from their dell 
And danced in flickering Are. 

Shortly afler the institation of the action above al- 
luded to, some such satanic power as was possessed 
by the witch of Endor had been secretly called into 
operation, for a portly figure was perceived emerg- 
ing from the deep gloom of impervious solitude, wear- 
ing the exact similitude of the Enemy. This appari 
tion being habited in a Mackintosh cloak, had the 
whole human family involved in its folds; consequently, 
no sentimental feeling of philanthropy required to be 
farther extended. As this figure wended its way in 
the vicinity of the baronial residence at Elie, its coat 
pockets appeared to be amply charged with certain 
rather queer materials, which had been industriously 
gleaned upon the road. These productions were in- 
tended as a present to the mighty Baron Supple, for 
the benefit of the baronial earth which is elsewhere 
mentioned, well knowing their fructifying properties 
and facilitating effects on the vegetating process, and, 
having been permitted to kiss the great toe of the Sup- 
ple creature, the apparition evanished. 

This wonderful vision turned out to be ominous of 
evil to the good town, for many days had not elapsed 
ere a letter, involving thunder and lightning, was re- 
ceived from the Superior's agent, demanding the whole 
rent payable by the fishcurers for the ground occupied 
by them, alleging, at the same time, that such vacant 
ground was the property of his constituent, though 
the same had been in the possession of the town for 
more than two hundred years. In this factorial epistle 
was portrayed a frightful bugbear, entitled '^ action 
of declarator," with distended jaws, yawning wide and 
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hideous, ready to engulph the whole burgh officials at 
one gulp, as did the whale the disobedient prophet, 
should the least system of a refractory spirit manifest 
itself. The exchequer of the town being extremely 
low, the poor bailies, seized with a dread palpitation, 
quaked and quailed under the dire terror. 

In this dilemma, they deemed it expedient to con- 
vene the whole feuars of the town in order to ascer- 
tain whether they were inclined to resist the infringe- 
ment thus attempted upon those privileges which they 
hold either by charter or prescriptive usage, when a 
great majority in effect declared their willingness to 
cede their privileges, and to bow their necks to a yoke 
which their forefathers never endured, and which 
none of the descendants of Sir William Sandilands up 
to the present day ever dreamt of imposing. So much 
for the liberality of Elie House, and the vassalage of 
St Monance in the nineteenth century. The sequel 
of this transaction, however, shows that through 
the intercession of the officials, the professional de- 
scendant of Gamaliel condescended to allow them to 
use their privileges at half price, thus divesting a por- 
tion of the limited revenues of the town, which should 
be devoted to the repair of the streets, harbour, and 
bulwarks, the expense of which falls heavy on a poor, 
industrious, and enterprising community. 

In drawing the inference deducible from this nar- 
rative, it may be observed that the enormous charges 
consequent on lawsuits in this highly privileged coun- 
try cause the reflecting man, who lives by his labour, to 
shrink, as it were, with instinctive hprror from the 
very idea of being involved in any such speculations, 
fraught, as they frequently ar«, with inevitable ruin. 
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And it is a fact of no rare occurrence, tliat poor in- 
dustry is oflten reluctantly compelled to submit to the 
infringement of its rights, the spoliation of its goods, 
and the seizure of its rightful possessions, by the ruth- 
less grasp of ambition and oppressive avarice; for 
however valid a man's defence or successful his resis- 
tance, he well knows the truth of the axiom, " a man 
often loses more by defending his vineyard than by 
giving it up/' 



CHAPTER XXXir. 

The superstitious antipathy entertained against swine 
has been adverted to in a preceding section of this 
sketch ; but how this antipathy originated has not as 
yet been fully ascertained, seeing that those who are 
still under the influence of it can adduce no reason 
whatever for the unpleasant feeling, except that the ^<?«*f 
is owresibtothedeil, and the whole enchantment seems 
to exist in the name, for if it be merely called **the 
beast,'' or **^the brute," and prevented from coming in 
contact with- any of their fishing apparatus, then there 
is no danger. Nor is this foible confined to St Mo- 
nance alone, for many of the inhabitant!^ in all the fishr 
ing towns in the neighbourhood are infected with this 
unaccountable malady, and suffer as keen a repug- 
nance of soul under all its intermitting spasms. 

Although the strange antipathy has been much mi- 
tigated since the sixteenth century, yet the following 
circumstance affords ample proof of the powerful in- 
^uence which it still exerts over the mind. 



HISTORY OF ST MONANC£. I6l 

When the fishing lines are properly baited and 
placed in the wicker depositories, the whole are usu- 
ally exposed to the open air during the night, for the 
double purpose of ridding the house of their encum- 
brance and preserving the bait from corruption till 
the time of adventure, as the haddocks are rather 
punctilious in their taste ; and, let it be understood, 
that although the town is very deficient in many things 
which constitute real excellence, it is not wholly desti- 
tute of waggish frolics. Accordingly, some one under 
the propelling impulse of such peculiar predictions, 
recently secreted a swine's tail in one of the line sculls, 
which, being so ingeniously wrapt and concealed 
amongst the coils of the fishing tackle, completely 
escaped detection till the line was being let down into 
the sea at the place selected for the adventure ; when, 
horror of horrors I the ominous tail presented itself in 
full prospect, inspiring all the terrors of a raving 
hurricane or impending water-spout ; the joii^t excla- 
mation, " Cauld iron/* r^ng in shivering echoes over 
the bosom of the ambient waters, a thrill of horror 
pervaded every vein, an involuntary shudder distorted 
every muscle, a volley of execrations burst from every 
mouth, and a frown of despair overshadowed every 
visage. A solemn pause ensued, whilst each, in 
breathless suspense, gazed on his fellow with fore- 
boding eyes, in dread expectation of the fatal catas- 
trophe that must inevitably ensue ; but the elements 
continuing serene and the vessel sound, a partial ray 
of consciousness again dawned upon their suspended 
reasons; but, paralysed in every energy, their work 
was only half performed, and that too in a careless i^nd 
«lovenly manner, and with little success. Personal 
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safety being the grand aim under such an untoward 
circumstande, they made sail for the port in gloomy 
silence, not a single whisper escaping from their lips^ 
till they arrived within the jaws of the harbour, when 
their chop-fallen aspect inspired the beholders with 
alarming conjectures ; but ablaze of light was speedly 
thrown upon the mysterious subject, by the town 
crier perambulating the streets bell in hand, giving 
publicity to the following advertisement, dated the 
6th of May 1841, with all the longitude of his tongue, 
and latitude of his lips, and the vigour of his lungs— 
"Notice is hereby given, that whereas, during the 
course of last night some malicious ill-disposed person 
did put a beast*^ tail into one of the line sculls, to the 
great hurt and damage of the boat and crew, and if 
any such wanton mischief be again committed after 
this intimation, the offender will be prosecuted ac- 
cording to the utmost rigour of the law." While this 
fact leads to prove the dominion that such a species of 
superstition still holds in a certain quarter of the town, 
it was both amazing and gratifying to see the voci- 
ferous bellman completely laughed out of his rare pro- 
clamation, ere he had half performed his duty, by 
those who are more enlightened* 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 



The streets of St Monance are in general unpaved 
and narrow, and consequently dirty, but the inha- 
bitants in general, nevertheless, enjoy excellent health, 
their constitutions being habituated to the climate (if 
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such an expressioD be admissible). The whole trade 
of the town depends upon the fishing, which is carried 
on to a vast extent, but on this alone its every energy 
seems exhausted, as the generality of the inhabitants 
take no delight in any other business, and it is with 
much difficulty that fifteen men can be found to make 
up the town council. 

Although the nature of their calling renders them 
the most independent of all men who live by their 
labour, yet in a great measure they are singularly 
destitute of that nobility of soul, that independency 
of spirit, which imparts a manly rectitude to the whole 
demeanour, and reflects a peculiar lustre on the human 
character. That sneakingness of mien is frequently ap- 
parent, which makes them stoop and pander even to 
their greatest enemy, if but favoured with the external 
endowments of nature and fortune, having learned to 
estimate man by no other criterion than the deceitful 
smile that plays on his visage, the glittering particles 
of gold with which he is connected, and the quantity 
and quality of broad cloth he carries on his shoulders. 
But this rule, like all others, has its exceptions, for the 
town possesses many intelligent beings who can look 
upon men and things as they really are, having suffi- 
cient discernment to discover that the chameleon is 
still the chameleon, whatever be his external appear- 
ance. 

Education here is still at a vast discount ; conse- 
quently literary men and literary subjects are not 
popular, there being no relish for such tasteless viands. 

It has been formerly stated that Friday is omlooua 
jof evil, yet it is very rare indeed to see a wedding on , 
any other day, and it is almost as rare to see one con- ^ 
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ducted on any other principle than the good, social 
penny-wedding Scotch fashion ; and were the bachelor- 
tax levied on the fishing population at twenty-five 
years of age, the revenue would be minus the collec- 
tor's fees. 

The herring fishing is a peculiar season, as it is 
generally more productive than any other, and there 
are more superstitions connected with it in many cases. 
When a boat returns in the morning, you may, with 
all freedom, ask where they have been fishing during 
the night, for, whether successful or otherwise, you 
will receive a polite answer : but when outward bound, 
no man may say. " Where are youjgping ?" unless he 
be prepared to receive a broiidsi J#, this query b^in^ 
deemed very unlucky. To mention the surname of cer- 
tain individuals at such a season is fraught with incal- 
culable evil ; therefore it is studiously avoided, they 
being called by the surname of their wives, if they 
have the honour of possessing such comforts, and if 
iingle, they are surnamed after their place of residence, 
such as, the Wynd, the Nook, the Brae, &c. Such 
fooleries are frequently turned into subjects of derision 
and ridicule, for the purpose of exposing their absur- 
dity ; the best means of getting rid of them altogether. 
Indeed, it is extremely rare on any occasion to hear 
persons or things called by their proper names, a cir*- 
cumstance frequently productive of rather ludicrous 
mistakes. One may be instanced. 

An honest dominie from one of the eastern burghs 
once had occasion to visit the good town, and, meeting 
with a young woman in the street, he most politely 
requested the favour of being directed to the residence 
of the beadle ; but he might as well have asked for the 
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sepulchre of Moses, for he was silently answered by a 
broad vacant stare; when a neighbour, perchance 
overhearing the request, losing all patience at her 
stupidity, exclaimed at the pitch of her voice, " Ye 
ig'orant beast, canna ye gang and let the man see'd ; 
it's down at the little pier.'* " Od," rejoined the other, 
** I didna ken that was its neame.'' So she conducted 
him as directed ; and, pointing to a large fish of the 
sturgeon species, which had excited some curiosity, 
said, << That's it, ser." The dominie, in the midst of 
his perplexity, lost all control of his risible feiGulties, 
and was ultimately obliged to lower the standard of 
his fluency ere he could attain his object. 

Having adverted to certain objects and casualties 
which are reckoned deeply ominous of evil, it may 
now be expedient to mention that there are likewise 
several existences, both in nature and art, that are con- 
sidered eminently prognostic of good, and an intimate 
acquaintance with which rarely fails in procuring a ./,.,. 
continued flow of successful fortune. For instance, 'Jb2^ 
the horned golock, as it is provincially denominated, ^*,\^^^ 
which is a speches of the beetle tribe, is emphatically ft^icdjh^ 
esteemed a very lucky creature ; and, whenever it '^X- 
exhibits its glossy presence in any domicile of the 
rational creation, the utmost solicitude is invariably 
evinced for its preservation, comfort, and main- 
tenance, according to their acquired knowledge of ' 
its proper* regimen. The good housewife, who is a 
crown to her husband, will frequently put herself to 
considerable inconvenience in the management of her 
domestic affairs, rather than incommode this lucky 
insect in its grovelling^ pursuits ; and if unhappily 
some misguided foot or misplaced household imple- i 
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ment sbould crush and annihilate the creature, one 
would be very apt to conclude that some serious cala- 
mity had befallen the family, from the sombre appear- 
ance which the event, trivial in itself, communicates 
to the countenance ; and the fondled wayward urchins, 
who rarely come under the rod for any other offence, 
have been often subjected to a severe ordeal of chas- 
tisement for recklessly destroying the lucky golock* 

One forenoon, not many years ago, a female was 
discovered wending her way towards the harbour, 
wearing rather a rueful aspect, and, meeting with her 
husband, who had just returned from a fishing adven- 
ture, she whispered in his ear, '* Aweel, Jamie, hasna 
that doutit laddie, Jock, killed our golock/' He im- 
petuously replied, '' The diel confound 'im ; whar is 
he ? I kent something was wrang, for I hae lost a 
bow<-tow and twa teaze o' line this mornin'/' 

In some instances the ettercap or spider, is still 
favourably looked upon, and, in consequence, is per- 
mitted to spin her attenuated threads and weave her 
silken tapestries without molestation ; accordingly a 
manufactory is in eident operation in every remote 
corner of many tidy swellings. 

A horse shoe, that has accidentally quitted its hold 
of the hoof after having apparently endured much 
service, is esteemed an invaluable acquisition by the 
wight of fatality, who, through the guidance of aus- 
picious stars, may have the good fortuno to fix his 
talons upon it ; and, more particularly, if it possess 
in itself as many nails as are sufficient to attach it 
securely to any other place. Accordingly, some have 
articles of this kind fastened on the back of their 
doors, some on certain parts of their boats, and others 
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have been known to carry them co 
persons. But as such articles a 
found on the surfece o£ the elen 
destined to traverse, the lucky pof 
comparatively few, and are alway: 
vidious animadversion. Although 
tiie nautics be not quite so rare ae 
lev, yet any attempt at a pilferi 
matters, however successful the isi 
unavailing, for they well know the 
net, which is supposed to influen 
tune, possesses no suoh inherent 
honestly obtained, by dint of ct 
fell from the foot of the sprightl; 
many, swayed by such delusioni 
under the malignant spirit of en 
the better success of their neighb 
bn these harmless, helpless insti 
cause on either side is mainly i 
own conduct. 

Scarlet thread is reckoned an in 
of witchcraft, and it is extremely 
fastened to the line with thread o1 

These snperstitious impressioni 
generation to another, oonstitutii 
petual disquietude to those bewild 
>unfortanately brought under their < 
and, id their present C9ndituui^ 
mig&bH^ m easily transferred to 
as any attempt to eradicate these 
sions could be rendered effectual. 

For the natural disposition of 
general, the phrenologist is refem 
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organ immediately behind the ear, and the geologist 
may have ample scope for his ingenuity amongst the 
rocks about the entrance of the harbour, which pre* 
sent a very peculiar appearance. 

St Monance is privileged with one church; two 
schools for general education, and an infant school ; 
four fish-curing establishments, and twelve stances 
for occasional curers during the Lammas fishing ; two 
flourishing benefit societies ; three savings' banks ; 
one boat*building establishment; and ten licensed 
taverns. The population is about 1160. The per- 
manent revenue of the town varies from fifteen to 
twenty pounds. 



CHAPTER XXXrV. 

Pebhaps there is hardly any place in the civilized 
world, whose trivial causes produce such extraordi- 
nary efiectS) or such extreme popular excitement, as in 
St Monance. Should a human being, for instance, 
wearing the shape and colour of a soldier, exhibit 
himself in the public street, the current watchword, 
" Meg, luck at this," instantaneously resounds through 
every vennel and lane of the burgh, like the war- 
whoop in the regions of barbarism. Then the old, 
the young, the lank, the lame, and the lazy, exert 
th^r dormant energies, abandon their domestic avoca- 
tions, and, with ghost-hunted speed, rush from their 
domiciles to gaze on the marvellous spectacle. As 
he hurries along, a thousand eyelids are expanded in 
staring wonder, every ray of vision is drawn to one 
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foctts and directed towards one object ; whilst tit-> 
tering tongues and pointing fingers evidently pourtray 
the climax of amazement. The scarlet-habited mortal 
himself, seized with the strange pandemic curiosity, 
makes frequent bodily revolutions, essaying to dis- 
cover the cause of the popular movement, never once 
imagining that the sole cause is involved in his own 
red coat, and surmounted with the military helmet 
and waving feather; and, on all such occasions, so 
intolerable is the juvenile presumption, fostered, en- 
couraged, and promoted by maternal connivance, that 
the prudence and equanimity of Socrates would prove 
utterly incompetent to suppress the swellings of pas- 
sion and diBgust that naturally inflate the bouI when 
subjected to gratuitous indignities. When a chaise 
or coach enters within the precincts of the burgb, the 
appearance of such a vehicle never fails to inspire a 
feeling of the most profound astonishment ; and as 
such an object is always regarded as the harbinger of 
some mysterious event or stupendous result, the hue 
of deep anxiety and importunate inquiry appears ob- 
viously depicted in every visage ; on every vision 
loom an impassible mountain of mystery, and a 
fathomless ocean of marvels ; the congregating groups 
in every recess of the thoroughfares clearly indicate 
a total suspension of industry ; and the entire popula- 
tion, apparently infected with the ancient Athenian 
mania, and governed solely by the inquisitive prin- 
ciple, are totally absorbed in the soul-engrossing 
inquiry, " Man, wha is't, an what's he wantin' ?" 

In every instance, the public demeanour towards 
strangers is such, that the few citizens who have at- 
tained to the age of discretion have a proverbial 
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saying, that ** If a stranger come in wise at the ta« 
end o' the town, hell gang out daft at the titheT''* 
The force of this proverb is frequently exemplified 
in the case of strangers, who are naturaU; irritabli 
and impatient under petty annojancea; losing com^ 
mand of their temper^ they break out in forions ebnl- 
litions of wrath and violent breaches of the peace* 
The above peculiay characteristics may be considered 
as purely circumstantial ; for, on account of the local 
situation of the town, strangers moving in a respect* 
able sphere rarely render themselves visible within its 
precincts^ unless to gratify their eyes and ears (not 
their olfactories) with its antique peculiarities* Con- 
sequently, the youth, ere they become competent to 
ascend the hill^ are apt to be impressed with the Idea, 
that St Monance comprehends the entire world of 
mankind ; and every one knows that early impressions 
maintain a most tenacious adherence, and are seldom^ 
if ever, perfectly eradicated. But if insignificant cir* 
cumstances frequently engender mental turmoil and 
disquieting perplexity, what must have been the depth 
of terror and dread amazement occasioned by the 
astounding event about to. be related, and which oc^r 
curred somewhere about the third quarter of the 
eighteenth century ! 

The Oracle of the Nether Town, after an arduoiifii» 
a tedious, and hazardous conflict with the bufieting 
elements on the restless bosom of the Forth, had caat 
anchor in the pacific bay of Morpheus, <;lose under 
the lee of his lovely, smiling, care-soothing Bettyt 
more precious in his estimation than rubies. Tran- 
sient was the space that elapsed ere his muscular, 
toil-worn body resigned all its physical energiesi and| 
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Kke the alonbenDg ciysalis, lapsed ioto a dormant 
MMe of puaiw iBtctioo. The mystic balm of sleep, 
like the soft toncb of enchuitmeat, saspended all his 
mtioBal faculties, huried reason from her f ~ 
thr«oe, and |dsced the glorious empire of t 
under Uie absolute dominion of the wild imag 
Thus wnpt in a mysterious mantle of vision, 
on the ToviBg piBioa0 of fancy, and propelle 
magical impalsc^ the prostrate Oracle, rapid 
tnuisit of a thuDder-bolt, was wafted through t 
etiiereal, i^ placed in the aquatic scene <^ 1 
vioua day's adventure ; where, involved in i 
U>yriiit^ of nets, buoys, and &hing tackle, 
ibrmed mik dexterous dreaming activity his 
^seatory endotions, till a de^er horror of vi 
vaAed his bewildered Bool. The ambient 
^t erewlule wore n peaceful azure aspect o 
fall expanse oi his horizon, by a sudden tFE 
threw off its Trnpid giusci and assumed the vi 
a farions tempest, foaming, boiling, and surgii 
terrific viideDce. In the midst of this grizly p 
of impeoding destruotioti, he peroeived in the c 
the dread-inspiring figare of a. mermaid, a 
omen of his inevitable doom. As (he fell ba 
of death sat buoyant on the heaving billows, 
xaA adjusting her long yellow tresses that dan 
bet cheeks, she fa>oi:ed on the spell-bound Orai 
appalling griasace ; an icy chill, quick as ti 
of a poisoned arrow, pervaded all the avenuet 
wliilst a. quaking, quivering sensation nsnrpc 
mand of bis energies, and par^yzed the spi 
actios. The cnuy sea-beat vesEel of fragile « 
tion, on which hung suspended the final cata> 
BOW reeled, and danced, and plunged amid i 
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convalsion of the angry elements, till the slender 
fastenings relinquished their hold, and the drowning 
mariner in the ocean of fancy clings to the severing 
planks with the grasp of despair. It will be borne in 
mind, that the drowning Oracle is all the while corpore- 
ally in bed, and his lovely Betty being the only object 
within the province of his power, it was to her that he 
clung with the grasp of death. Ignorant of the dreadful 
juncture in which her spouse was involved, and hav- 
ing submitted to a sufficient ordeal of squeezing till 
almost reduced to the extreme point of suffocation, 
she was reluctantly compelled to disturb his repose, 
which merely changed the scene without dissolving 
the vision ; and, by the next romantic flight of the 
errant imagination, he found himself elevated on the 
loftiest surviving turret of Newark Castle, that mould- 
ering remnant of baronial security. Thence, he des^ 
cried in the offing another majestic creation of fancy, 
in glorious perspective, emerging from the impervious 
haze that circumscribes the visual horizon ; over the 
swelling waters of the German Ocean comes bound- 
ing a splendid navy ot great and gorgeous appearance, 
numerous and formidable as the Spanish armada. 
They enter the Forth with full flowing canvas, 
towering masts, and hostile banners, waving and 
floating in the lofty regions of ether. But how 
often does time convert that which is lovely into 
an object of aversion, and that which is desirable 
into an object of terror. Anon, the roaring can- 
non, the dazzling flash, the whizzing balls, and the 
huge columns of ascending smoke proclaim with as- 
tounding voice their destructive mission. Trembling 
in dread amaze and bewildering astonishment, he 
beheld his own domicile ¥n*apt in flames, bis boat 
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dashed to pteccv hi the harbour, the kirk and ateeple 
tumbling into tmmSf wad the whole town enveloped in 
one terrific conflignatimi. From this unriyalled «pec«- 
tAdie of awfal faavoo and horrid devastation he was 
gathering fas limbs to escape to the mountains before 
he should be mingled in the overwhelming disaster, 
^hen % ponderous bullet^ rolling betwixt the earth 
and the heavens,- ov^turned his exalted eminence, 
and blended the dretaming Oracle amidst the hideous 
riHDK. At this peculiar crisis, by a sudden and power- 
fhl exerdoa of some nervous impulse, he made such an 
involuntary struggle as efiectually to disentangle him 
<if every encumbranoe> and returning consciousness 
found him with Us Betty, and little Tarn— the earliest 
pledge of their love-^n beautifiil confusion, sprawU 
ing on the fk)W. 

The eostting morning being stormy and tem- 
pestaoaS) none t^ the fishiennen ventured on the pro* 
«eodtion ctf their periloas avocations, but all appeared 
in congregating groups on tfa^ Knowe, or at the end 
of the pieT'-^be principal theatres where ail the news 
of the town are puMldy dkcussed. Intelligence of 
the Oracle's mysterious vision pervaded the burgh 
like a gleam of fireiiaught^ and all listened with star 
ing, shuddering asxiety to his blood-chilling descrip- 
tion c^ the infernal beings that had, with grinning 
horror, tigured in hu ilodturnal disquietude, and all 
received it as an ominoua pr^de to some dire ca- 
lamity that ere long should be kythed on the barony 
of St Menanoe. And^ ahhongh conjecture failed in 
every attempt to vmk the impending scourge into a 
de6nite form, the entire fishing operations were sub- 

jet^ted to a period of total suspension- Every fantastic 
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appearance in the atmosphere, every growl of distant 
thander, every sound of fire-iurms, and every lowering 
cloud in the heavens were construed into heralds of 
overwhelming destruction. But as time gradually 
effaced the fell recollection, the effect wore off, and 
the public agitation subsided. Industrial habits were 
resumed by all except the dreamer himself^ who con- 
tinued to brood over the horrific vision with torment- 
ing apprehensions, insomuch that Betty became fully 
impressed with the idea that he laboured under the 
baleful influence of witchcraft, and betook herself to 
ways and means for its removal. Now, there was at this 
period, residing in the Overtown, an old woman of un- 
cannie fame, and, as the mention of her real surname 
was considered ominous of evil, she was generally known 
by the title of '* Meg Thing." And, as saith the wise 
man, *' A gift maketh room,'' so Betty obtained easy 
access to the hag, through the medium of a bundle of 
dried fish, by whom she was instructed to put him 
seven tiraos throuorh the coils of a hasp of yarn that 
l\a4 nf.ver been w»*t sav<» vith the saliva o*' fhe sjnnner, 
and the thr-t^ ♦iiir. of t-ie tide would free him from the 
trammels of the cantrip. Such is the importance still 
attached to the wild freaks of imagination, that many 
continue to embitter their whole existence by creating 
to themselves fanciful interpretations of what are 
commonly denominated ^'ill dreams.** But ere Betty 
had returned from the Over Town, a transpiration of 
events had superseded the hag's prescription, and ele- 
vated the Oracle to a more exalted pinnacle of fame 
than any of his predecessors had ever attained since 
the sixteenth century. 

Early on the sixth day of the week (still associated ^/ 
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vrith every hapless accuiTeiice)^ remarkable for its 
placid st^lln^ss arxa serene tranquillity, while the nau- 
tics were plying their deceptive skill on the scaly 
creation, their ears were assailed by the distant sound 
of artillery shivering along the surface of the limpid 
waters ; and, staring with eager eyes, they observed 
the semblance of masts and sails shooting up behind 
the intervening rotundity of the ocean. By these co- 
incidents of the notable vision, every appalling fea- 
ture that oblivion had cancelled again flashed like the 
vivid lightning on their affrighted souls ; and every 
man, regardless of his fishing-tackle, wielded his oar 
with more than wonted pith and agility to regain the 
shore, and herald the fell approach of the desolating 
scourge, whose shadow had previously exhibited its 
dismal aspect. Short time had. elapsed ere a piratical 
fleet rounded the Car, and displayed itself in fuU 
prospect. It was commanded by an expatriated 
Scotchman, who had assumed the American title of 
Paul Jones. At this period there was not a single 
war-ship in Leith Roads — all having gone to blockade 
some more accessible point. The appearance of this 
fleet is said to have been the result of spy communi- 
cation; and a plundering invasion of the Scottish 
Capital is understood to have been the sole aim. Part of 
the fleet, alittle in the ofling abreast of St Monance, got 
beset in a dead calm, just at night-fall, and became 
unmanageable. This was a season of awful suspense 
to a population already writhing under a foretaste of 
the direful consequence. Wild consternation, breath- 
less anxiety, and gloomy despair invaded every soul, 
and convulsed every bosom with the heavings of 
terror ; whilst every visage, distorted by internal emo- 



176 SrSTOBT OF 8T MONAVCl. 

tiofis, mantled with m deiep gloom of despondency, 
and saffased with thpe paHd hue of dismay, presented 
the ruefal portrait-«4he quaking image of fear. How 
sickening is the seacard prospect I Tbe faideotis vc'- 
hides of devastation expand Uieir yawning mttzales, 
ready, in quick response to the roHtioB of savage hu- 
manity, to convey, through £re and smoke, the relent- 
less messengers of comage, blood, and slanghter^^no 
being, conscious of danger, dui^ venture to repose his 
head on a pillow, or shut the gates of kis vioon in 
Motphean retirement ; the men paradedthe Knowediir^ 
ing the whole of the night, keeping e. vigihmt eye on 
the enemy'fi manoeuvres, lest the town should he taken 
by surprise, and dieir wives and children fhll victims 
to the Tu^ihless fury of the spoHers ; whibt the women 
weare busily employed in packing up such things as 
diey considered m^t necessary for diem in their 
flight to the motmtains. Fewmisers have ever occu* 
pied Ais looEdity, as it is too barren a cKme i&t such 
pecuMar plants. But 'such as then existed secured 
their gods by aecsret burial 4n the ground contiguous 
to their iiAbitatioMd ; some of whidn were subsequently 
found in the shape of crown and half-crown pieces, 
deposited in earthem vess^. The wheels of time 
having wound up one of the most perplexing nights 
ever known to have overshadowed the barony of St 
Monance, and displayed the oriental glories of ap- 
proaching day, the hostile fleet hoisted a signal of 
distress. As no symptoms of hostility towards the 
town had been evinced by the strangers, and the 
Oracle conceiving that, by showing a friendly dispo- 
iNtioti) the dteaded misery might be averted, ultimately 
prevailed on his erew to accompany him to the fleet, 
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in order to ascertain the purport of the signal, for the 
characteristic selfishness of the piscatorial class was less 
predominant in him than in many of his neighbours. 
But mark the result ; a pilot was required, and, mark- 
ing the position he occupied in the boat, together with 
his intelligent phiz, he was at once selected and en- 
ticed on board. The boat was then thrown off, and 
the fleet made sail and bore away. The uncouth ap- 
pearance of the remaining part of the crew, as they 
slothfuliy rowed to the shore, resembled that of cari- 
catures or counterfeits more than rational beings. 
The downcast eye, the frowning brow, the hanging 
lip, and distended features, powerfully indicated the 
disastrous event that harrassed their distracted minds, 
and which, erelong, must be developed. It was, in- 
deed, a heart-rending announcement to his lovely 
Betty ; and, though in common with other bereave- 
ments, many crocodile tears were shed and artificial 
sighs were heaved, hers were the tears of soul-melt- 
ing sympathy, the sighs of a bosom convulsed with 
sorrow ; and, in the irantic transports of grief, oft 
she unconsciously muttered — *< What'll the vretches 
do wi' 'em ? will they fling 'em i' the sea, or will they 
roast 'em to stufl* their mensless gill-pocks, like the 
black animals \ the tither world, as he wont to tell 
me ? Tho' the tear fell frae my e'e when he read it, 
I ne'er ance thought that my ain man wad fa' i' their 
net. His life's ta'en, that's as sure as Meg Thing's a 
witch ; but if I only had his banes to bury at the 
sunny side o' our ain kirk, amang our ain sib^riends, 
an' ither honest neibors sic like ; for I canna think 
o' the sauviches makin' whistles an' horn spoons o' 
them." Thus and thus did the bereaved Betty givi» 
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espretsicMi to kef gloomy cogitations i but as tbe 
revoiuttons of tke great globe regulate the wkoie 
maohtneiy of time, eo does the circuitous moveBdent 
of the mystic wheel of fortuue apparently govern the 
destiny of mortals* The pirates having procured a 
pilot from a neighboaring port whom they c<msidered 
IL man of more stamina, and more reconciled to his 
situation, Betty's lamented spouse was again trans** 
lerted to terra Jirma and to the arms of his love, 
who, entranced in ecstatic rapture, exclaimed, <^ Gosh, 
man, is't yerseii, or is't your ghaist ; tell me at ance, 
or ril gaag dementit, as sure's death*** What a 
straage transitiom muse this reflex influence have pro- 
duced in tke bosom of Betty ; indeed, ^e peculiar 
feeling excited by this reversed current of internal 
emotions can only be conceived by those who may 
have been placed in a similar predicament. The 
eyes, which erewhile streamed with the tears of sor- 
row, now gushed witk floods of joy, as she danced 
a&d grat in the gust of gladness* 

St Monanoe was not tbe x>nly theatre where symp* 
toms of aiarm were manifested on the appearance of 
this warlike fleet; the entire coast, from Fifeness 
to Torrybani) was plunged ioto a state of the most 
dreadful agltati(»i and paralyzing saspense. The in- 
terposition of the Deity was invoked by the serious, 
amongst whom was Mr Shirra, a residenter in the 
district of Kirkaldy, whose prayers are said, on 
various occasions, to have moved the Heavens. This 
reverend gentleman repaired to the sea-beach, and 
prayed fervently that the purposes of the enemy 
might be defeated ; which petition is said to have 
been promptly answered through the medium of such 
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a terriilc tempest as never before blew from the occi- 
duouB regions. The piratical armada was thrown 
into the utmost confusion, being driven by 
petuous blast beyoiid the bounds of the Foi 
out having committed any serious outrage 
Fittenweem pilot returned after a considers 
of time, but Paul Jones, with his plundering I 
never more seen or heard of in this quarter. 
In concluding the present history, it maj 
briefly remarked, that few localities iu the 
of Scotland have been more distinguished 
subjngation* to the power of superstition > 
judice than the Barony of St Monaace. 
' these enslaving characteristics of feudal dart 
exist in various forms, and must continue to 
their entbralling dominion till the light of ki 
and the glorions splendours of science dispe 
wildering haze that envelops the soul. 
desirable consummation still lies conceale< 
dark invisible regions of futurity ; and at wlu 
period the brilliant star of literature shall i 
cheering influence through the deep tenebrioi 
is a difficult problem, and time, yet far rei 
alone accomplbh the solution. 

Though BUQ and soience Scotia's clime illnm 
. CreaUon all appreciates not the light ; 
Men, Bwayed by sense, enjoy the mental glo 
And owls and bats prefer the shades of ni 
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